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PREFACE 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǳǊƛǘƛŀƴ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ 
Report for 2025. This year has been a testament to the enduring vision of our organization: to 
ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎΩ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƴingfully to the global movement for 
wildlife conservation. 

Mauritius, though small in size, has long been recognized as a beacon of hope in the conservation 
world. The recovery of species such as the Mauritius Kestrel, Echo Parakeet, and Pink Pigeon, 
Rodrigues Warbler and Rodrigues Fody have become emblematic of what dedicated science, 
collaboration, and perseverance can achieve. These successes are not only national triumphs but also 
global case studies, inspiring conservationists worldwide to believe that even the most critically 
endangered species can be brought back from the brink of extinction. 

In 2025, the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation continued to strengthen its role as a leader in island 
ecology and restoration. We are particularly thrilled about our work in downlisting of the Rodrigues 
²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ wƻŘǊƛƎǳŜǎ CƻŘȅ ǘƻ ά[Ŝŀǎǘ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ L¦/b Red List. Our work in habitat 
rehabilitation, invasive species management, and ecological research has been shared with 
international partners, contributing to the collective knowledge base that guides conservation 
strategies across continents. From Rodrigues to Round Island and Ile-aux-Aigrettes, our projects have 
demonstrated how integrated approaches - combining science, community engagement, and 
education - can serve as models for conservation in other vulnerable ecosystems around the world. 

Equally important has been our commitment to fostering global partnerships. By collaborating with 
international NGOs, universities, and conservation networks, MWF has ensured that the lessons 
learned in Mauritius resonate far beyond our shores. In doing so, we have positioned our island as a 
living laboratory of resilience, innovation, and hope for biodiversity conservation worldwide. 

As we look ahead, we remain steadfast in our mission: to protect the irreplaceable natural heritage 
of Mauritius while continuing to inspire and inform conservation efforts globally. I extend my 
heartfelt thanks to our dedicated staff, volunteers, partners, and supporters whose unwavering 
commitment makes this work possible. Together, we are not only preserving the wildlife of Mauritius 
but also contributing to a brighter, more sustainable future for our planet. 

 

Mohammad Ehsan Dulloo, President, Mauritian Wildlife Foundation 
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THE MAURITIAN WILDLIFE FOUNDATION  

The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation (MWF) is a Registered Charity NGO established in 1984. In 2024 
we celebrated our 40th anniversary. MWF works in close cooperation with the Government of 
Mauritius and the Rodrigues Regional Assembly, formalized in separate memorandums of 
understanding. The headquarters is in Vacoas, Mauritius and the Rodrigues branch is based in 
Solitude. MWF is the largest Mauritian NGO to be exclusively concerned with the conservation of 
terrestrial endemic species and their habitats, and in Rodrigues has a specialization in habitat 
restoration and education. The principal objective of the organization is to save threatened native 
and endemic species from extinction. 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

a²CΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎ YŜǎǘǊŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜ a²CΣ ƛƴ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ 
years, brought the Pink Pigeon, the Echo Parakeet and the Mauritius Fody back from the brink of 
extinction. MWF's work in the area of captive-breeding and hands-on wild management of endemic 
animals is of internationally high repute. Our expertise is also being used in Rodrigues to address 
problems caused by degradation of habitat. Here we are propagating native plants in nurseries and 
planting them out to restore vegetation communities. The Foundation also works actively to restore 
offshore islands, by removing exotic vertebrates and plants and by restoring vegetation and 
vertebrate communities. The MWF is currently working on several islands including Ile aux Aigrettes, 
Round Island, Ile aux Cocos and Ile aux Sables. All of these are high profile projects of national and 
global biological significance. The MWF believes that the work it is doing benefits the Mauritian 
nation both for the present and future generationsΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ a²CΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
importance in the conservation of biological diversity and are therefore placing Mauritius at the 
forefront of the Conservation world giving a high profile to any projects, which need funding. The 
MWF is raising the profile of conservation among tourists through the Eco-tourism activities 
conducted on Ile aux Aigrettes, Mauritius and Grande Montagne, Rodrigues. The MWF promotes 
local capacity building and provides employment through its activities. The Mauritian Wildlife 
Foundation wishes to remain a strong, vibrant and innovative organisation. 
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¶ Save threatened Mauritian species through the restoration of entire ecosystems. 

¶ Seek new information through field research, data management, captive studies and scientific 
collaboration for direct application to restoration methods and management. 

¶ Share knowledge gained through restoration programmes with fellow Mauritian and 
international conservationists. 

¶ Share the joys and benefits of native wilderness and wildlife with the Mauritian people. 

¶ Secure the future of Mauritian species through income generation and sound management 
of human, fiscal and capital resources. 

 

ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE 

MWF is governed by a Council of 16 members, made up of prominent Mauritians interested in 
conservation, representatives from the Mauritian Government's National Parks & Conservation 
Service, the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, North of England Zoological Society (Chester Zoo) 
and other international partners. MWF employs around 110 Mauritian and Rodriguan staff at all 
levels of responsibility, and up to 5 expatriate staff. Their work is supported by up to 20 Mauritian, 
Rodriguan and expatriate self-funded volunteers. MWF and its Council are also advised by several 
scientific associates from organisations that fund or support it, namely Durrell Wildlife Conservation 
Trust, Botanical Gardens Conservation International, Conservatoire Botanique National de Brest 
(France), Conservatoire Botanique National des Mascarins (La Réunion), Conservation Evidence, 
Wildlife Vets International, North of England Zoological Society, the Institute of Zoology (UK) and 
numerous universities. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

MWF HAS A NEW PRESIDENT 

On 1st January 2025, following the resignation of Tim Taylor, Dr. Mohammad Ehsan Dulloo was 
appointed President of the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation (MWF), marking a new chapter for the 
organisation. With over 40 years of experience in biodiversity conservation, Ehsan brings deep 
expertise from roles at the FAO, World Bank projects, and international research institutions. His 
legacy includes major milestones such as the creation of Black River Gorges National Park and 
ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ά{ŜŜŘǎ ŦƻǊ bŜŜŘǎΦέ 

Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǊƻƭŜΣ 9Ƙǎŀƴ ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ a²CΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŜƴŘŜƳƛŎ Ŧŀǳƴŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
strengthening efforts to conserve plant diversity through seed banking and genetic safeguarding. He 
highlighted the importance of local and international partnerships as the backbone of conservation 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ !ǎ a²C ƭƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ 9ƘǎŀƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜǎ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜΣ ƭƻƴƎ-term 
ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎΩ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
generations to come. 

 

Dr Ehsan Dulloo, appointed as President of MWF in 2025. 
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hƴŜ ƻŦ нлнрΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǿƴƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻŘǊƛƎǳŜǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
wƻŘǊƛƎǳŜǎ CƻŘȅ ǘƻ ά[Ŝŀǎǘ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ L¦/b wŜŘ [ƛǎǘΦ hƴŎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǊŜǎǘ ōƛǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
world, these two endemic species have made a remarkable recovery after decades of habitat 
restoration and protection. 

From populations as low as 30 warblers and just 12 fodies in the 1970s, their numbers have 
rebounded to tens of thousands today. This success is the result of sustained efforts by the 
Rodrigues Regional Assembly, the Forestry Service, the MWF, and the Rodriguan community. 

 

The Rodrigues Fody and Rodrigues Warbler, both downlisted in 2025 to Least Concern. 

 

BUILDING SKILLS FOR THE FUTURE: JAUFFREY MAURER AND THE DESMAN 
COURSE 

In February 2025, MWF conservation biologist Jauffrey Maurer strengthened his expertise by 
completing the prestigious Durrell Endangered Species Management Graduate Certificate (DESMAN) 
course on Jersey Island. Over 12 intensive weeks, he trained alongside conservationists from around 
the world, developing skills in leadership, project design, and species recovery. 

WŀǳŦŦǊŜȅΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎ YŜǎǘǊŜƭ ǳǎƛƴƎ wCL5 
technology, aiming to better understand nesting behaviour and improve conservation outcomes. He 
also contributed valuable local insight during discussions on human-wildlife conflict, particularly 
regarding Mauritius Fruit Bats. 
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The training also emphasised communication, teamwork, and self-awareness, tools that Jauffrey 
brought back to his work in Mauritius. Durrell offers MWF one place a year on this course and over 
the years it has enabled many staff to enhance their skills and assume additional responsibility within 
MWF. Enormous thanks are extended to Durrell for this support. 

 

Jauffrey Maurer receiving his certificate from Mrs Becky Brewer, Durrell CEO. 

 

RODRIGUES GRANDE MONTAGNE NATURE RESERVE (GMNR) ECOTOURS 

wƻŘǊƛƎǳŜǎ Dabw 9ŎƻǘƻǳǊǎ ǿƻƴ ¢ǊƛǇ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊΩǎ ά¢ǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ нлнр ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ мǎǘ ƻŦ 15 
Things to do in Rodrigues on the Trip Advisor Website for 2025 maintaining a 5-star rating.  

 

ILE AUX AIGRETTES NATURE RESERVE (IAA) ECOTOURS 

Mauritius IAA Ecotours won the Trip Advisor Best of the Best award for the 4th consecutive year. This 
award is the highest recognition of Trip Advisor and is presented annually to businesses that earn 
excellent reviews from travellers and are ranked in the top 1% of properties worldwide. The Ecotour 
is currently ranked as 7th of 270 Things to do in Mauritius. 
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A United Nations guidance publication supporting the Global Biodiversity Framework recognised 
a²CΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ publication Learning for Life ς Mobilising Education for the Global 
Biodiversity Framework was unveiled in late 2025 during the IUCN Congress. MWF is featured 
through a dedicated case study included in the annexes under Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) 
Target 6, which focuses on halving the introduction of invasive alien species and reducing their 
impacts. Through interactive workshops and outreach sessions, school children, educators, and 
professionals - including law enforcement officers, skippers, hotels staff, among others - were 
ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎΩ ŜƴŘŜƳƛŎ ŦƭƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ fauna, as well as the threats they face.  

 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎΩ ŜƴŘŜƳƛŎ ŦƭƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǳƴŀΣ ŀǎ 
well as the threats they face. 

 

¢I9 5h5hΩ{ [9D!/¸ .hhY [!¦b/I Lb wh5wLD¦9{ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻŘƻΩǎ [ŜƎŀŎȅ .ƻƻƪ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ ноǊŘ aŀȅ нлнр ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wŜŎƛŦ IƻǘŜƭΣ /ŀǾŜǊƴŜ 
Provert, Rodrigues. Prof. Carl Jones was the guest of honour, and the event was attended by Dr Ehsan 
Dulloo, President; Mrs Deborah de Chazal, Executive Director; and Dr Vikash Tatayah, Conservation 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎ ŀƴŘ a²C ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ wƻŘǊƛƎǳŜǎΦ Ψ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŘƻΩǎ [ŜƎŀŎȅ ς The Story 
of Conservation in MŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎΩΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ōȅ aǊ wƻŘƴŜȅ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ 
of conservation efforts in Mauritius and Rodrigues, shedding light on the challenges and triumphs 
that have shaped the country into a global model for ecological restoration. The event was part of 
the MWF's 40th anniversary celebrations and brought the yearlong celebrations to a close.  
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hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ Ψ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŘƻΩǎ [ŜƎŀŎȅ ς The Story of Conservation in 
aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎΩ ƛƴ wƻŘǊƛƎǳŜǎ. 

 

¢I9 5h5hΩ{ [9D!/¸ 9·IL.L¢Lhb 

tŀƴŜƭǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŘƻΩǎ [ŜƎŀŎȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ wƻŘǊƛƎǳŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ 
on Friday 23rd May 2025 at the same event as the book launch at Recif Hotel, Caverne Provert, 
Rodrigues. These panels are now used around the island for exhibitions and events and are also 
displayed at the Grande Montagne ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ centre. The Mauritius set of panels continued to be 
displayed in schools, companies and at various events. 

 

RECORD NUMBER OF PINK PIGEONS RINGED IN 2025  

164 Pink Pigeons were ringed across all MWF sites. Most of the birds were ringed as juveniles, 
indicating that there has been record breeding productivity in 2025. 28 Pink Pigeons were ringed in 
total at Petrin in 2025, this is a new record for the most Pink Pigeons ringed at this site. 57 Pink 
Pigeons were newly ringed at Plaine Lievre in 2025, this is the second most birds ringed at the site in 
one year.  
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BIRDS 

MAURITIUS KESTREL 

 

The Mauritius Kestrel is one of nine endemic birds of Mauritius. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Mauritius Kestrel (Falco punctatus) is unique to Mauritius and is one of the nine endemic bird 
species still left on the island. The species was saved in-extremis with an increase from just four 
known birds in 1974, including a single breeding female, to a peak of about 600 individuals. It has 
become a world conservation icon as it is recognised as the most successful recovery programme in 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ a²CΩǎ ǇǊƻǳŘŜǎǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

However, because of the destruction and degradation of the Mauritian native forests, the kestrels 
are now found only on the eastern and western parts of the island where they continue to face the 
effects of habitat degradation, predators and competitors. The eastern population (Bambou 
Mountain Range) has been monitored constantly since the re-introduction of birds from 1988 to 1993 
and remained relatively stable at approximately 45-50 breeding pairs for several years (the number 
of breeding pairs has been in decline in the Bambou Mountains in recent years). Monitoring ceased 
for the western populations (Gorges and Bel Ombre) in 2003 due to the success of the recovery 
project; however, it had to be reinstated in 2008 as an island wide survey in 2007 found a drastic 
reduction in kestrel numbers from the estimated 600 to around 325 birds. The findings sadly 
confirmed the disappearance of introduced kestrels from the Moka Mountain Range. 
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The current monitoring has allowed the identification of the management actions required to reverse 
the downward trend in numbers and secure the population. Measures include placing more nest 
boxes in suitable habitats to increase the number of breeding pairs; studying the genetics of the 
populations to identify if genetic management will be necessary; and, hand-rear and release birds to 
boost population numbers, reintroduce birds into new nesting areas and to establish a habit for nest 
box use for the kestrels in the western population. For reinforcement release, the field team harvests 
eggs and/or chicks to be hand-reared at the Gerald Durrell Endemic Wildlife Sanctuary (GDEWS) in 
Black River. They are then moved to nest boxes in the identified release sites for a period of 
adaptation, they are fed daily until they become independent and can feed themselves at around 
100 days old. 

Kestrel releases have been done for several reasons; to provide a boost to the declining western 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ όΨDƻǊƎŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ .Ŝƭ hƳōǊŜύΣ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ 
population, and to create a habit of nest box use amongst the kestrels (most Mauritius Kestrels in 
ǘƘŜ ΨDƻǊƎŜǎΩ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ōǊŜŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƭƛŦŦ ŎŀǾƛǘƛŜǎύΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎŀǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ όŜΦƎΦ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƭƻƻŘΣ 
some are shallow, some are at high risk from predators such as rats), and as a result Mauritius Kestrels 
tend to produce more eggs in nest boxes. 

Releases have been done in Bel Ombre (one of the western populations) in the southwest of the 
Black River Gorges National Park from 2016 to 2018; Five birds were released in 2016, 21 were 
released in 2017 and 21 in 2018. In the 2019/20 breeding season, 14 kestrels were released into the 
ΨDƻǊƎŜǎΩ όƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΦ bƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŜ 
in 2020/21 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This gave the eastern population a break after four 
continuous years of harvesting. Early clutches had been harvested in the hope that they would be 
replaced by second clutches. Unfortunately, even though second clutches were being produced, 
most of them were not successful. 

In the 2021/22 and 2022/23 breeding season, the hand-rearing and release of kestrels continued in 
ǘƘŜ ΨDƻǊƎŜǎΩΦ bƻ ƪŜǎǘǊŜƭ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлноκнпΣ нлнпκнр ŀƴŘ нлнрκнс ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ 
to give the eastern population (Bambou Mountains) an opportunity to recover from years of 
harvesting, but also, to give us the opportunity to investigate the high levels of chick mortality 
experienced during hand-rearing in the 2022/23 breeding season. 

In the 2024/25 and 2025/26 breeding seasons, additional efforts were made to understand the 
factors that might be preventing the kestrel population from increasing. Almost all eggs produced 
were examined to determine fertility. In 2025/26, further efforts were made to gather more 
information that might help identify limiting factors impacting the population; camera traps (secured 
via a conservation award from the African Bird Club) were placed in as many nest sites as possible as 
soon as egg laying was confirmed. 

The latest scientific findings illustrate that there is no room for complacency. The Mauritius Kestrel 
is in decline, and serious efforts will need to be invested in the coming years to safeguard the species 
from extinction. 

¢ƘŜ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎ YŜǎǘǊŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ΨǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ƛǊŘ ƻŦ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ олǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
accession of Mauritius to the status of Republic on 12th March 2022. 
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MAIN ACTIONS 

¶ All nest boxes in the Western and Eastern populations were cleaned in the non-breeding 
period (March to August 2025); all old nesting substrate was removed and replaced with clean 
substrate. This measure helps provides a more hygienic environment for eggs and chicks in 
the breeding season and might potentially help improve breeding success. 

¶ All nest boxes were maintained to ensure they were secure and in suitable condition for 
breeding in preparation for the 2025/2026 breeding season. 

¶ For the 2025/2026 breeding season, when eggs and chicks were present in a nest site, 
insecticide was added to the nesting material. This was done to try to reduce the mite load of 
chicks thus potentially improving their physical condition and probability of surviving to 
fledge. 

¶ Most nest sites in the Western and Eastern populations that had eggs in the 2025/2026 
breeding season were visited for candling (54% and 81% of clutches produced were candled 
respectively); during egg candling, the eggs are removed from the nest site and a light is shone 
through each egg to assess the fertility status and viability of the egg. This data will be 
analysed to see whether egg fertility and embryo death are significantly impacting Mauritius 
Kestrel breeding productivity. 

¶ Population monitoring in the western and eastern populations was carried out as usual with 
an estimated population of around 250 birds. 

 

In the Ferney Valley in 2025, supplementary feeding of a wild adult female Mauritius Kestrel 
continued. The feeding of this individual will eventually be used as part of a daily feeding presentation 
to visitors. Having a trained kestrel allows the public to get a close view of the Mauritius Kestrel and 
is a great aid for building awareness and appreciation for the species. 
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PINK PIGEON 

 

The Pink Pigeon is one of the world's rarest pigeons. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Pink Pigeon (Nesoenas mayeriύ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǊŀǊŜǎǘ ǇƛƎŜƻƴǎΦ hƴƭȅ ƴƛƴŜ ǿƛƭŘ ōƛǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
known at its lowest point in 1990. In the last 30 years, an integrated management approach of captive 
breeding, releases, habitat restoration and predator control has seen the population recover to over 
600 wild birds. Whilst the conservation work to date has saved the species from imminent extinction, 
a²C Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǊŜƭŀȄ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ 
rarity, mainly restricted and degrading native habitat and introduced predators, still prevail and 
unless we continue to manage the effects of these limiting factors, the Pink Pigeon may face the 
prospect of extinction once again. There is one subpopulation of Pink Pigeons established on the 
offshore island of Ile aux Aigrettes and six more in the Black River Gorges National Park. Two of these 
sites, Pétrin and the Lower Black River Gorges, are open to the public and the birds can easily be 
seen. In 2017, 30 Pink Pigeons were released in Ferney Valley. In 2018, 50 Pink Pigeons were released 
in Ebony Forest. These releases have increased the area occupied by Pink Pigeons and was one of the 
factors that has allowed the population to exceed 600 birds in 2023. Reaching a population size of 
more than 600 has been an important objective for the project as it is believed to be the minimum 
viable population size for an avian species. 

To provide birds for the additional subpopulations and to provide genetic diversity to the current 
populations, a captive population of Pink Pigeons has been set up at the Gerald Durrell Endemic 
Wildlife Sanctuary (GDEWS). The offspring of these birds will be released into the wild. 
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A study supported by our University partners has identified that birds from European & USA zoos 
have genes that are missing or under-represented in the wild birds in Mauritius. These genes, 
reintroduced to the birds in Mauritius, should improve breeding productivity and strengthen 
resilience, e.g. in fighting disease. Birds will be imported and bred to provide fledglings to be released 
into all the subpopulations to increase genetic diversity. Three male Pink Pigeons in 2019, and four 
in 2025 were repatriated to Mauritius from Jersey Zoo (Durrell).  

The genetic management of the Pink Pigeon is an indication of success and maturity of the project, 
and very few conservation initiatives worldwide are at this stage of management. 

The conservation work done to date has been very successful, leading to the Pink Pigeon being 
downlisted from Endangered to Vulnerable in November 2018 and a population exceeding 600 birds 
as from 2023. 

 

MAIN ACTIONS 

¶ Populations were managed by the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation at eight sites with an 
estimated possible population of some 626 birds by December 2025. 

¶ 164 Pink Pigeons were newly ringed across all MWF sites in 2025, this is the most Pink Pigeons 
ever ringed in one year in the history of the project. Most of the birds were ringed as juveniles, 
indicating that there has been record breeding productivity in 2025. 28 Pink Pigeons were 
ringed in total at Petrin in 2025, this is a new record for the most Pink Pigeons ringed at this 
site. 57 Pink Pigeons were newly ringed at Plaine Lievre in 2025, this is the second most birds 
ringed at the site in one year. Twenty-eight Pink Pigeons were newly ringed at Pigeon Wood, 
14 at Combo, 16 at Bel Ombre, two at the Lower Black River Gorges and 19 at Ferney in 2025. 

¶ Several Pink Pigeons were killed or injured due to collision with vehicles in the Petrin-Grand 
Bassin region. We are continuing to lobby and work with the relevant authorities to try to 
resolve this problem which has been ongoing now since October 2021 (or earlier) and 
resulting in at least 35 known bird casualties. We have kept alerting the authorities about the 
hazard these sections of the road represent to wildlife (but also people), but no concrete 
solutions were implemented. 

¶ At GDEWS, four more Pink Pigeons were repatriated from Jersey Zoo (UK) in February 2025 
and were brought to GDEWS at the end of May 2025 following the completion of a quarantine 
period.  

¶ At GDEWS, the captive Pink Pigeons were paired at the end of 2025. Durrell Wildlife 
Conservation Trust (DWCT) sent a staff member, Miss Harriett Whitford, to assist, advise and 
train the team. The 2025 captive breeding period was kept short and only a handful of pairs 
were mixed in order to prioritise training of the team but also involve a minimum of one 
repatriated bird in each pair. A number of birds rejected partners and thus could not be 
paired. Six eggs were produced in total from two different pairs, all six eggs proved to be 
fertile. All fertile eggs hatched successfully. Four of the Pink Pigeon squabs died, and two were 
reared to fledging. The two offspring produced contain a mixture of genetic material from the 
current wild Pink Pigeon population and from birds repatriated from the captive population 
in Europe (Jersey Zoo (UK)). These two fledglings therefore possess a unique mixture of 
genetic material and should be another important step towards the genetic management of 
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the Pink Pigeon population. Investigation is ongoing to determine the cause of mortality of 
the four Pink Pigeon squabs that died. 

¶ Scientific progress continued on the Dodo de-extinction in the US, with the highlight being 
the successful culturing of the Primordial Germ Cells for pigeons. The Mauritius Dodo Advisory 
Council was formed, bringing together people of diverse backgrounds and interests 
connected to Mauritius or Dodos (artists, scientists, business etc) to discuss related matters. 
The group met on a few occasions in 2025. Prof Carl Jones and Dr Vikash Tatayah are members 
of the group. 

 

 

 

ECHO PARAKEET 

 

The Echo Parrakeet is the last endemic parrot of the Mascarenes. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Echo Parakeet (Alexandrinus (Psittacula) eques) is the last endemic parrot of the Mascarenes and 
was close to extinction as the wild population numbers were estimated at around 20 birds in the mid- 
1970s. The Echo Parakeet is closely associated with good quality native forest, and the decline of the 
bird has been due to habitat loss and degradation, which cause a shortage of food and tree cavities 
for nesting. Predators and competitor species and disease severely impact the survival of Echo 
Parakeets. 
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The population today is over 600 birds thanks to a conservation programme that has included rescue 
of eggs and chicks in the wild, captive breeding and rearing, releases into the wild, pest and disease 
control, supplementary feeding nest site provision and habitat restoration. The Echo Parakeet is 
arguably the most successful parrot restoration programme and is a model for the rescue of other 
parrots worldwide. The immediate challenge is overcoming Psittacine Beak and Feather Disease 
(PBFD), a deadly viral disease, whilst long term, it is genetic management of the population to 
promote genetic diversity and large-scale habitat restoration that will provide for natural food and 
nest sites. Despite the disease outbreak in 2005, the population continued to grow, which indicates 
that the current management is adequate. 

However, the total population was found in the Black River Gorges National Park, and in order to 
further secure the Echo Parakeet from a localised event which could severely impact on the 
population, a suitable area with good quality native forest was identified in the Bambou Mountains. 
Three translocations of Echo Parakeet fledglings were done by MWF to the Ferney Valley from 2015 
to 2017 with 73 birds released. In 2018 and 2019 translocations to a new area of suitable forest in 
the southwest, Ebony Forest in Chamarel, were carried out by MWF with 50 birds released over two 
translocations. In 

2019 Ebony Forest staff took charge of all conservation monitoring and management within Ebony 
Forest. Three translocations of Echo Parakeet chicks were done by the Ebony Forest group to Ebony 
Forest from 2021 to 2023, totalling 51 birds. In 2024/2025, the Ebony Forest group did a translocation 
ƻŦ нл 9ŎƘƻ tŀǊŀƪŜŜǘǎ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ ǘƻ ±ŀƭƭŜŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ9ǎǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀƳōƻǳ 
Mountains since MWF completed releases from the Ferney Valley in 2017. The surviving individuals 
of this cohort were released by the Ebony Forest group at the end of 2025 following issues with a 
PBFD outbreak. 

The Echo Parakeet population is monitored to understand population dynamics and the provision of 
supplementary food will support general bird fitness and breeding success. Our university partners 
have undertaken many studies which look at PBFD, supplementary feeding, genetics, and population 
dynamics, all of which will inform conservation actions in the future. 

There were two PhD studies that were undertaken by two students from DICE (University of Kent, 
¦YύΣ wŜōŜŎŎŀ [ƻǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ wŀƴƎǎƛƴŜŜ {ŀƴƪƘƻƳ όŀƪŀ tŀƳύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ нлнпκнрΦ wŜōŜŎŎŀΩǎ 
tƘ5 ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ όŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ b9w/ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭύ ōŜƎǳƴ ƛƴ нлнл ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ 
ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎΣ ƛƴōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŜǘ ƻƴ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ 9ŎƘƻ tŀǊŀƪŜŜǘǎΩΤ tŀƳΩǎ tƘ5 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ όŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ tƘ5 ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ ¢Ƙŀƛ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘύ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ Ψ/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
genomics and disease of Echo Parakeets' and the findings of her study helped pave the way for the 
award to Prof Jim Groombridge of a NERC research grant for a project that is now examining the 
ƎŜƴƻƳƛŎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǎǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǾƛǊǳǎ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ōƛǊŘǎΩΣ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ƎŜƴƻƳƛŎǎ ƻŦ 9ŎƘƻ 
Parakeets and the Psittacine Beak and Feather Disease. A third PhD study is being carried out by 
Adrien Gellé at the University of Nottingham Trent (UK) which will be investigating whether it is 
possible to improve demographic monitoring in the Echo Parakeet through advanced capture-mark-
recapture models. 

A feasibility study for the reintroduction of the Echo Parakeet to La Réunion was completed a few 
years ago, and its implementation is at the administrative level of the Reunionese authorities. 
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MAIN ACTIONS 

¶ Monitoring and supporting the population in the Black River Gorges National Park was 
ongoing with an estimated population of over 600 birds. 

¶ All known nest sites numbering 180 were visited to identify if there were breeding attempts 
of which 143 were recorded with 376 eggs laid, 200 chicks hatched and at least 131 fledged. 

¶ Predation of Echo Parakeet chicks by Crab-eating Monkeys (Macaca fascicularis) was a 
significant issue in 2024/2025, with monkeys having opened several nest boxes and predated 
the chicks inside. When the issue was identified, all nest boxes in the region were visited and 
additional securities were installed on the nest boxes. This effort has continued in 2025 to 
ensure that all nest boxes are secured, and no further monkey predation has been detected. 

¶ Observations of Echo Parakeets in the Bambou Mountains continued in 2025: An un-ringed 
juvenile male Echo Parakeet was observed in the Ferney Valley in September 2025. These are 
birds released by MWF from the Ferney Valley between 2015 and 2017 or are the offspring 
of these released birds. 

 

 

 

MAURITIUS OLIVE WHITE-EYE 

 

The Olive White-eye is considered as the most threatened endemic bird of Mauritius. 
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BACKGROUND 

The Mauritius Olive White-eye (Zosterops chloronothos) is thought to be the rarest and most 

threatened of the endemic Mauritian birds. The number of Olive White-eyes has fallen 

drastically since the early 1970s, coinciding with the last large-scale forest clearance in 

Mauritius. In 2005 conservation action was considered essential to decrease the risk of 

extinction of this attractive small bird whose habitat had dwindled to a small known area in 

the Black River Gorges National Park. The aim is to save the Olive White-eye through 

protecting them where they occur on the mainland, maintaining a population of birds on the 

predator free island of Ile aux Aigrettes and releasing them into areas of suitable habitat on 

the mainland where key threats have been addressed. In Combo (Black River Gorges National 

Park) we identify nests and monitor breeding success to increase our knowledge of threats 

to the species. 

From 2005 to 2009 eggs and chicks were rescued from failing wild nests, and brought to the 

GDEWS to incubate the eggs, hand rear chicks and then release the fledglings onto Ile aux 

Aigrettes. The release was very successful, and the population reached 60 individuals in 2016. 

A team of biologists monitor the progress of the birds on the island to understand the species 

biology and habitat requirements. It is now possible for the public to have a glimpse of the 

Olive White-eye, one of the most threatened birds in the world, on a visit to Ile aux Aigrettes. 

The population on the island is now (December 2025) 38 birds and is in a state of decline. 

House crows that have become common on Ile aux Aigrettes are likely predating individuals 

of all ages this combined with an accumulation of inbreeding is likely driving population 

decline. There is an urgent need for intensive crow control measures on the island followed 

by supplementation of the Olive White-eye population with new individuals from the 

mainland. 

Intensive monitoring efforts were reinitiated in Combo in 2023/2024, but with a shift to focus 

more on population density, with less emphasis on breeding productivity. This shift was made 

so that population trends can be tracked overtime on the mainland ς allowing us to detect a 

population decline if it does occur. In 2024/2025, the surveying effort was expanded to cover 

most of the historical range of the Olive White-eye on the mainland. This mainland survey 

was repeated in 2025/2026 and further expanded to cover areas that were not surveyed in 

2024/2025. Areas surveyed between 2024 and 2025 included: Combo, Combo Chasse, tea 

fields, Bois Sec Chasse, Gouly Pere and Gouly Fils nature reserves, Grand Bassin area, Pigeon 

Wood, Piton Savanne, Bassin Blanc, La Vallée des Couleurs, Mare Graviers, Mount Cocotte, 

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀ CŀƭƭǎΣ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎŀ /ƘŀǎǎŜΣ /ŜǊŦ 5ΩhǊΣ .Ŝƭ hƳōǊŜΣ {ŀƛƴǘ 5Ŝƴƛǎ /ƘŀǎǎŜΣ tƭŀƛƴŜ 

Champagne, Black River Peak area, Monvert and Domaine de Lagrave. Olive White-eyes were 

found to be present in all the same regions as identified in the last MWF survey done in 

2011/2012 ς indicating that the mainland population has likely remained stable over the last 

14 years. When birds were detected, where possible they were caught and ringed to help 
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with the estimation of the number of pairs. 38 birds were ringed in total in 2024/2025 and 50 

were ringed in 2025/2026.  

Research has identified that rats are a major limiting factor for the Olive White-eye 

populations on the mainland. Small-scale rat management has proven to be effective at 

reducing this threat, but there is a need for large-scale rat management in the form of a 

mainland island to ensure Olive White-eye population long-term persistence. The 5.6 ha 

ΨƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩ ƛƴ .ǊƛǎŜ CŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлму ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ фΦтр Ƙŀ ƛƴ 

February 2021. If rat abundance is successfully controlled in this area of high-quality native 

forest this will provide a future reintroduction release site that will allow us to create more 

Olive White-eye subpopulations, and so further protect this Olive White-eye from the risk of 

ŜȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǿŜ ŦƻǊŜǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ΨƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ 

suitable forest within their former range on the mainland such as Bel Ombre, but also 

potentially Flat Island. A mainland island was created in Combo by NPCS in the Black River 

Gorges National Park in 2023, with Goodnature traps placed in a grid formation from the field 

station down to the ford. These traps will benefit several Olive White-eye territories that exist 

in the area. 

 

MAIN ACTIONS 

¶ The population on Ile aux Aigrettes was monitored intensively to identify the maximum 
number of individuals and detect breeding behaviour and activity with an estimated 
population of around 38 birds. 

¶ The population on Ile aux Aigrettes is supported by supplemental feeding via 22 feeding 
stations. 

¶ The surveying effort covering most of the historical range of the Olive White-eye on the 
mainland was continued in 2025/2026 and further expanded to cover areas that were not 
surveyed in 2024/2025. Olive White-eyes were found to be present in all the same regions as 
identified in the last MWF survey done in 2011/2012 ς indicating that the mainland 
population has likely remained stable over the last 14 years. 50 birds were ringed in 
2025/2026. This is the most Olive White- eyes ever ringed on the mainland in one year and is 
setting the groundwork for population monitoring over the coming years. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ фΦтр Ƙŀ ΨƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩ ƛƴ .ǊƛǎŜ CŜǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ƭƻǿŜǊ Ǌŀǘ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ 
control area of the same size and is an option in the future for a translocation of the Olive 
White-eye. 
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MAURITIUS FODY 

 

The Mauritius Fody is restricted to the Black River Gorges National Park and Ile aux 
Aigrettes. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Mauritius Fody (Foudia rubra) is a small charismatic weaverbird endemic to Mauritius. The 
number of fodies has fallen drastically since the early 1970s, coinciding with the last large-scale forest 
clearance in Mauritius. In 2002 conservation action was considered essential to decrease the risk of 
extinction of this attractive small bird whose habitat had dwindled to a small known area in the Black 
River Gorges National Park. 

We aim to save the Mauritius Fody through protecting them where they occur on the mainland, 
maintaining a population of birds on the predator free island of Ile aux Aigrettes and releasing them 
into areas of suitable habitat on the mainland where key threats have been addressed. Our biologists 
were based in Pigeon Wood (Black River Gorges National Park) to identify nests and protect them 
from predators, as well as monitor nesting success to increase our knowledge of threats to the 
species.  

Having identified predators as the main threat to the species, concrete action was undertaken from 
2002. From 2002 to 2006 MWF rescued eggs and chicks from failing wild nests to incubate eggs, hand 
raise chicks and release fledglings onto Ile aux Aigrettes. The population on Ile aux Aigrettes reached 
a high of over 400 around 2018, at which time it was thought carrying capacity had been met, 
however, the population is now below 150. Asian House Crows (Corvus splendens) have become 
common on Ile aux Aigrettes and are known to destroy Mauritius Fody nests and are suspected 
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predating individuals of all ages, this combined with a probable accumulation of inbreeding is likely 
driving population decline.  

The number of Asian House Crows seen on the island has been increasing over the last few years. 
The crows are believed to predate individuals of all ages and are known to destroy nests. 
Approximately 25% of nests that were detected were destroyed by crows in 2025/2026. The National 
Parks and Conservation Service controlled crows on mainland Mauritius opposite Ile aux Aigrettes in 
September 2022, which helped significantly reduce the number of birds visiting the island, but Crow 
presence on Ile aux Aigrettes started to increase again since 2023, with crow nests found on Ile aux 
Aigrettes and in Pointe Jerome towards the end of 2023 and in 2024. NPCS conducted further crow 
control in 2025, but this proved not to be as successful as 2022, with no noticeable impact on crow 
presence on Ile aux Aigrettes. At the end of 2025 it was observed that at least 90 crows were roosting 
on Ile aux Aigrettes, this is the most crows ever observed on the island. There is an urgent need for 
intensive crow control measures on the island followed by supplementation of the Mauritius Fody 
population with new individuals from the mainland. 

A team of biologists monitor the progress of the birds on the island to understand the species biology 
and habitat requirements. It is now highly likely for the public to have a glimpse of the Mauritius Fody 
on a visit to Ile aux Aigrettes. 

Surveys of the Mauritius Fody on the mainland were initiated in 2024/2025 and were continued and 
expanded in 2025/2026 and they indicated that the mainland population has likely remained stable 
over the last 14 years.  

 

MAIN ACTIONS 

¶ The population on Ile aux Aigrettes is monitored and supported by supplemental feeding with 
an estimated population of 183 (December 2025). 

¶ The 9.75 ha mainland island in Brise Fer continued to show lower rat abundance than a 
control area of the same size and is an option in the future for a translocation of the Mauritius 
Fody. 

¶ Surveys of the Mauritius Fody on the mainland were continued and expanded in 2025/2026. 
Areas within their former range were visited. Mauritius Fody were found to present in all the 
same regions as identified in the last survey done in 2011/2012 ς indicating that the mainland 
population has likely remained stable over the last 14 years. During the 2024/2025 survey 52 
Mauritius Fodies were ringed, and in 2025/2026 64 were ringed. This is the most Mauritius 
Fody ever ringed on the mainland in one year and is setting the groundwork for population 
monitoring over the coming years. 
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MAURITIUS CUCKOO-SHRIKE 

 

The Mauritius Cuckoo-shrike is a secretive arboreal bird. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The three-year island wide survey of Passerines carried out from September 2011 to March 2014 
indicated the decline of the Mauritius Cuckoo-shrike (Coracina typica) both in distribution and total 
population size. Preliminary observations indicate the decline is caused by predation of eggs and 
chicks. Action is required to address this decline. A study has identified that there is habitat in the 
Ferney Valley for the Mauritius Cuckoo-shrike, which is currently absent there. The Mauritius Cuckoo-
shrike is a declining endemic passerine in Mauritius that was once found in the valley, but it was 
ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŜȄǘƛǊǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ ōȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƻŎƘƭƻǊƛŘŜ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ ǳse. 

To re-introduce the cuckoo-shrikes, hand-reared birds were identified as the best method as it 
increases the probability of birds fledging. From 2014 a field team was based in and around the Brise 
Fer area in the Black River Gorges National Park to locate nests and clutches of eggs and chicks for 
harvesting. The eggs and chicks were hand reared at the Gerald Durrell Endemic Wildlife Sanctuary 
(GDEWS) in Black River under the supervision of Chester Zoo (UK) staff, and then moved to the Ferney 
Valley for a period of adaptation in an aviary before being released into the forest. 

In the 2015/16 season, two birds were released in Ferney Valley, nine birds in the 2016/17 season 
and in the 2017/18 season, five birds were released. In recent years, most observations in Ferney 
have been of a single male Mauritius Cuckoo-shrike within the fenced plot; it was seen on multiple 
occasions between October and December 2019, and in September 2020 and November 2021. No 
cuckoo-shrike have been seen in Ferney since this observation in 2021. 
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These releases in Ferney constitute the first time a cuckoo-shrike had been hand-reared and released, 
and we encountered several difficulties in doing so successfully. The project was put on hold and 
methodologies reviewed and researched. The resumption of the project will depend on resources 
being available both within MWF and from our international partners and permissions from the 
authorities. 

Monitoring of the Mauritius Cuckoo-shrike in the Brise Fer area continued after the Ferney releases. 
There were no field staff assigned to monitoring in the 2020/21 breeding season; in the 2021/22 
breeding season, one staff was recruited to the project. The main aim of the fieldwork was to 
determine whether intensive rat control had any beneficial effect on breeding productivity. The birds 
are very cryptic, difficult to find and just two nests were located. However, observations of juveniles 
indicated that approximately seven fledglings fledged in 2021/22. 

 

MAIN ACTIONS 

¶ There were no field staff assigned to this project this breeding season 2025/2026. 

¶ Any observations of the Mauritius Cuckoo-shrike by field staff are noted and reported. 

 

 

 

MAINLAND ISLAND AT BRISE FER 

 

Brise Fer in the Black River Gorges National Park. 
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BACKGROUND 

Research has identified that rats are a major limiting factor for the critically endangered Mauritius 
Olive White-eye (Zosterops chloronothos). Small-scale rat management has proven to be effective at 
reducing this threat, but there is a need for large-ǎŎŀƭŜ Ǌŀǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ ΨƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘ 
ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ hƭƛǾŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ-eye population long-term persistence. 

! ΨaŀƛƴƭŀƴŘ LǎƭŀƴŘΩ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
benefits local native species. Brise Fer, located in the North of the Black River Gorges National Park, 
was chosen as the location for the first mainland island as it is an Important Bird Area, is closed to 
the public, is easily accessible and contains suitable habitat to support a reintroduction release of 
Olive White-eyes. The benefits of a mainland island for other species would also be significant as rats 
impact negatively on endangered birds, reptiles, plants and invertebrates. 

The first step in the process of developing a mainland island was determining the most effective and 
efficient rat control method. Field experiments carried out in Brise Fer between August 2016 and 
August 2017 determined that Goodnature® A24 self-resetting traps (referred to as Goodnature 
traps), arranged in a 25 x 25 m grid formation over 0.56 ha, was the best method for controlling rats 
when compared to poisoning and snap traps. 

A second experiment was initiated in August 2017 to determine whether the Goodnature traps could 
work as well over a larger area with bigger intervals between the traps (50 x 50 m grid over 2.25 ha). 
The second experiment ended in June 2018, and the results showed that the trap arrangement was 
not sufficient to keep rat abundance significantly lower than in a control grid where no rat reduction 
measures were taken. 

The third experiment was established in November 2018. Goodnature traps were arranged in a 25 x 
25 m grid formation (due to the findings of the second experiment) over an area of 5.6 ha in Brise 
Fer. 

Additional predator trapping measures were included in the form of 31 box traps (arranged in a 50 x 
50 m grid formation) and five large metal box traps in order to control other invasive predator species 
(namely feral cats, Felis catus, and mongooses, Herpestes auropunctatus). 

The box traps, when used, are checked every morning after being set and recorded for any activity. 
The use of predator box traps was discontinued in October 2020, this was done in order to determine 
whether the Goodnature traps functioning alone were sufficient to control rat abundance. Predator 
box traps are labour intensive, so if the Goodnature traps are effective when functioning alone as the 
only rat control measure, the removal of predator box traps will significantly reduce labour, and also 
will reduce the operational cost of a large-scale mainland island. 

To obtain a predator index and show its variation over time, 30 sand pits and 30 wax and chocolate 
chew cubes were placed randomly on the grid points in the mainland island grid every week for 24 
hrs on fixed days. 

A control area of the same size was also identified, 100 m away from the mainland island grid, 
consisting of 30 points of sandpits and 30 of chew cubes, as the predator index. In the control there 
was no trapping or Goodnature traps. The sand pits and chew blocks had a spacing of 25 m between 
them. Every week, the sand pits are set and chew cubes are placed on the grid points and checked 
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after 24 hrs on fixed days. The use of sand pits was discontinued in July 2019 as predator tracks were 
often too difficult to discern and would be washed away by rain. 

By December 2020 the mainland island had been in operation for 26 months; average rat index over 
that time was 13% in the mainland island compared to 63% in a control grid of the same size. Rat 
abundance in the mainland island fluctuated over time; this is thought to be linked to two factors, 
one is natural annual fluctuations in the Black Rat (Rattus rattus) population and the second is periods 
of time when gas canisters (that power the Goodnature traps) could not be changed for various 
reasons. 

The operation of the 5.6 ha mainland island came to an end in January 2021. In February 2021, all 
Goodnature traps in the 5.6 ha mainland island were re-positioned as it was found that the spacing 
did not always respect the 25 x 25 m grid formation. In early March 2021, 70 additional newly 
purchased Goodnature traps were added to the mainland island to expand the grid. The 5.6 ha grid 
was expanded to the North and West, and now has a coverage of 9.75 ha. The 9.75 ha mainland 
island differs to the 5.6ha mainland island in that it is truly orientated North to South and East to 
West. 

Since the establishment of the 9.75 ha mainland island in March 2021, rat index was done on a weekly 
basis up to June 2022, as from July 2022 it was done once a month. Rat index increased in the 
mainland island to unusually high levels towards the end of 2021. In July 2022, the location of the 
chew cubes for the rat index were changed, and the frequency of placement was reduced from once 
a week to once a month. This change was made since there was concern that individual rats had 
become accustomed to the location of several chew cubes, hence inflating the rat index. This change 
in placement seems to have been effective; when the chew cube placement was changed in July 2022 
and based on monthly rat index values obtained up to September 2023, the average monthly rat 
index value was 1.5% in the mainland island vs 32.6% in the control area. The rat index therefore 
remained consistently low in the mainland island after chew cube locations and placement frequency 
was changed in July 2022. The rat index values observed over the 14 months between July 2022, and 
September 2023 is a clear indicator that the mainland island is maintaining significantly lower rat 
abundance compared to the control area. Rat index sampling was discontinued as from October 2023 
as we had already proven the efficacity of the mainland island at reducing rat abundance; this has 
allowed a further reduction in labour for operating the mainland island. 

As from June 2023, gas canister checks for the Goodnature traps were reduced from every two weeks 
to once a month. This change was made to see whether this reduction in labour had a significant 
impact on rat detection in the mainland island. No significant change was seen in rat index values in 
the mainland island from June to September 2023 when gas canisters were checked on a monthly 
basis rather than every two weeks. It was therefore decided to continue only checking the gas 
canisters once a month ς this has allowed a significant reduction in labour for operating the mainland 
island.  

An option going forward is an expansion of the grid at Brise Fer. 
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MAIN ACTIONS 

¶ Operation of the 9.75 ha mainland island in Brise Fer continued throughout 2025. Goodnature 
trap functioning was tested once a month. 

¶ Gas canister checks for the Goodnature traps carried out once a month. 

¶ Chocolate lures are replaced six monthly.  

 

 

 

AUDIOMOTHS 

 

An AudioMoth is a small, low-cost acoustic recording device used by researchers for 
monitoring and conservation. 

 

BACKGROUND 

A grant from the African Bird Club funded the purchase of 15 AudioMoth® devices in 2021. The 
devices were acquired to deploy in the Ferney Valley with the aim of confirming presence / absence 
of bird species that we have released in the area; Echo Parakeet, Pink Pigeon, Mauritius Cuckoo-
shrike and Mauritius Paradise Flycatchers. 

In 2021, a calls database was created by recording birds in the field at targeted sites where their 
abundance would be high, confirming which calls are for which species and then inputting this 
information into the software. Olive White-eye and Mauritius Fody calls were collected from Ile aux 
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Aigrettes, and Pink Pigeon and Echo Parakeet from Brise Fer. Once the database of bird calls was 
achieved, work began deploying the AudioMoth in Ferney to determine what birds were present. 
Placement of devices was centred around the Mauritius Cuckoo-shrike release site to determine 
whether there were any Mauritius Cuckoo-shrike present in the area. Four endemic birds were 
detected: Mauritius Bulbuls, Mauritius Grey White-eyes, Mauritius Kestrels and Pink Pigeons. No 
Mauritius Cuckoo-shrikes were detected. 

For further deployments in Ferney in 2022 the devices were placed on the eastern border of Ferney 
as a pair of Mauritius Paradise Flycatcher had been observed here earlier during the season, however, 
no Mauritius Paradise Flycatcher were detected. Then the devices were placed in the fenced plot to 
search for Mauritius Cuckoo-shrike but none were detected. In August 2022 the deployment was to 
target the beginning of the breeding season where activity and vocalisation should greatly increase. 
The following endemic species were detected on several devices: Echo Parakeet, Mauritius Kestrel 
and Mauritius Grey White-eye but no Mauritius Paradise Flycatcher or Mauritius Cuckoo-shrike. 

 

MAIN ACTIONS 

¶ Discussions with acoustics expert Dr Shyam Madhusudhana of Curtin University Mauritius in 
2023, revealed that we needed a custom-made software for effective detection of endemic 
Mauritian bird species calls in audio recordings. Dr Madhusudhana proposed that he develop 
a software for autodetecting Olive White-eye calls for MWF using machine learning. 

¶ MWF provided audio files that were recorded using AudioMoth devices on Ile aux Aigrettes 
(within which we had annotated 100 individual Olive White-eye calls) to Dr Madhusudhana 
so that he could develop the software. In 2024, Dr Madhusudhana provided a first version of 
the software to MWF, and we began testing the effectiveness of the software by running 
audio files recorded on Ile aux Aigrettes and seeing whether the software correctly identified 
Olive White-eye calls within the recordings. The results of these tests will be provided to Dr 
Madhusudhana and they will be used to refine the software. This project continued into 2025. 
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GERALD DURRELL ENDEMIC WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 

 

View of the Gerald Durrell Endemic Wildlife Sanctuary, Black River village. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Gerald Durrell Endemic Wildlife Sanctuary (GDEWS), also known as the Black River Aviaries, is a 
captive breeding centre set up for saving endangered endemic birds and bats. GDEWS is a small 
facility but yet has been critical for saving near extinct animals and supporting studies on captive 
animals that have improved science and conservation. 

The centre supports the fauna conservation programmes by providing facilities to captive breed, 
incubate and hand-rear animals to reintroduce to the wild to boost populations, providing training 
facilities for aspects of animal husbandry and to take care of sick animals. It also keeps captive 
populations of animals for research purposes to better understand their behaviour, diets and habits 
which in turn support efforts to maintain the wild populations and guide conservation actions. A 
number of animal husbandry protocols have been devised and improved through works at the centre. 
Additionally, GDEWS houses a collection of Critically Endangered endemic plants in a secure 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ όŜΦƎΦ ǇŀƭƳƛǎǘŜ ōƭŀƴŎ ŘŜ ƭΩƛƭŜ wƻƴŘŜ Dictyosperma album var conjugatum, bois puant 
Foetidia mauritiana, bois tambour Tambourissa quadrifida) where seeds can be collected for 
propagation for the MWF Rare Plants project and subsequent reintroduction to the forest. 

In 2015 intensive captive breeding of the Pink Pigeon was reinstated at GDEWS. Captive breeding 
consists of pairing male and female Pink Pigeons and then incubating eggs and rearing squabs either 
through artificial means or using Barbary Dove foster parents. The offspring produced through the 
captive breeding are then released into the wild to create new subpopulations of birds as well as for 
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reinforcing current subpopulations, for example, on Ile aux Aigrettes and in the Black River Gorges 
National Park. In 2019, three Pink Pigeons were repatriated from Jersey Zoo, Channel Islands, UK, 
ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǉǳŀǊŀƴǘƛƴŜ ŀǘ .Ǌŀǎ 5Ω9ŀǳ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘs were sent to GDEWS. A further 
repatriation of four Pink Pigeons was carried out in February 2025. 

In 2016 the hand rearing of the Mauritius Kestrel was resumed and continued for four seasons. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic and the impossibility of obtaining an experienced hand-rearer from 
abroad the hand rearing was then put on hold for the season 2020/21, then two more seasons of 
hand rearing were done in 2021/22 and 2022/23. 

In 2019 hand-rearing of cuckoo-shrikes was put on hold having begun in 2014. 

The Gerald Durrell Endemic Wildlife Sanctuary is managed collaboratively by the Mauritian Wildlife 
Foundation (MWF) and the National Parks and Conservation Service with specialist assistance from 
abroad (e.g. Durrell, Zoological Society of London, Wildlife Vets International, Paignton Zoo and 
contracted hand- rearers) when required. 

 

MAIN ACTIONS 

¶ Due to the growing number of rescued waterbirds (White-tailed Tropicbirds, Red-tailed 
Tropicbirds, Wedge-tailed Shearwaters, Common Noddies, Green Herons) and Mauritius Fruit 
Bats, animals were diverted to private and voluntary carers, with our continued advice and 
assistance. 

¶ Captive breeding and rearing of Pink Pigeons were conducted, as well as management of a 
colony of introduced Barbary Doves as foster parents for Pink Pigeon. 

¶ During the 2025/26 captive breeding season, six fertile eggs were produced, six Pink Pigeon 
squabs hatched and two survived to fledge successfully. Investigation is ongoing to determine 
the cause of mortality of the four Pink Pigeon squabs that died. 

¶ We received technical assistance from the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust - Jersey Zoo 
(UK) for the Pink Pigeon captive breeding. 
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REPTILES 

MONITORING AND TRANSLOCATIONS 

 

Monitoring of the keel-scaled on Round Island. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The small islets around Mauritius support numerous unique species that were once abundant on the 
main island but are now found nowhere else in the world. Several species, particularly reptiles, are 
now restricted to single island populations, where they are at great risk of extinction from the same 
threats that caused their loss elsewhere. Many other threatened Mauritian animals and plants are 
dependent on the unique geckos and skinks for their survival, meaning their preservation is crucial 
for sustaining island communities and local biodiversity. 

Since 2006, MWF, NPCS, and Durrell, with support of the Forestry Services have been reintroducing 
threatened reptile species to other islets, with 2,609 reptiles from seven species released to one or 
more of eight different islets through direct translocation, captive headstarting within Mauritius and 
ŎŀǇǘƛǾŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ 5ǳǊǊŜƭƭΩǎ WŜǊǎŜȅ ½ƻƻΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ мну ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜ ǊŜǇǘƛƭŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
been moved from six islets to establish captive assurance populations at Jersey Zoo or for research 
at Jersey Zoo and London Zoo. Of these captive assurance populations, a total of 244 eggs of the 
lesser night gecko (Nactus coindemirensis) have been returned for placement on Ile Marianne and 
following the Wakashio oil spill on Ilot Vacoas. These actions are enhancing the conservation status 
and knowledge of these threatened reptile species. 



 

37 

To date, the distribution and abundance of five threatened Mauritian reptile species have been 
substantially increased. A sixth species, the orange-tailed skink Gongylomorphus cf. fontenayi, was 
ǘǊŀƴǎƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ Cƭŀǘ LǎƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ vǳƻƛƴ ŀƴŘ DŀōǊƛŜƭ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ ǇǊƛƻǊ 
to its extinction caused by Asian House Shrews (Suncus murinus) on Flat Island. 

These actions have led to the down-ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǸƴǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎŜŎƪƻ Phelsuma guentheri and keel-
scaled boa Casarea dussumieri on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Major threats (e.g., 
introduced predators, habitat loss/degradation) continue to be addressed to lessen the risks of 
extinction for these reptile species, and reintroductions have contributed to the rebuilding of lost 
Mauritian ecosystems. However, invasive species remain a serious threat. Since 2006, we have 
detected 43 animal invasion events on 11 islets by 16 non-native species, of which early detection 
and removal/eradication has been possible in 27 cases. Through 2025, work has been ongoing where 
possible for the control and/or removal of four problematic invasive species on two islets. Where 
removal of invasive species has been possible, it has prevented irreversible damage to islet 
biodiversity. 

To maintain this success, MWF and Durrell need to continue the high level of research and monitoring 
on the islands to direct appropriate conservation management decisions, detect and adapt to 
emergent threats, and continue to build upon what has been started for the conservation of 
endangered island communities. 
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¢ƘŜ DǸƴǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎŜŎƪƻ ǳǎŜǎ ŎŀƳƻǳŦƭŀƎŜ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ. 
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BACKGROUND 

Through the 2024/25 breeding season, 42 eggs were monitored across 13 nest sites on Ile aux 
Aigrettes. Of the 42 eggs, 34 had a known outcome of having hatched or failed, the hatch success 
rate was 73.5%. This hatch success is lower than what is expected for the species. When comparing 
the hatch success to previous seasons, there is some evidence to suggest that the invasive House 
Crow Corvus splendens may be impacting egg survival. From 2023, crow visitation to Ile aux Aigrettes 
started to increase again, compared to the absence of crows on the island in the 2022/23 season, 
where the hatch rate was 97.7%. The absence of crows was due to the control campaign by the 
National Parks and Conservation Service in the southeast of Mauritius preceding the 2022/23 season. 
Across all 15 seasons, since geckos were released, in seasons with crows (n = 9) 466 of 579 eggs with 
a known outcome hatched and without (n = 6) crows 531 of 591 eggs with a known outcome hatched. 
Due to the different numbers of eggs found and monitored each season pooled hatch rates were 
calculated at 80.48% (95%CI: 77.02ς83.64%) with crows and 89.85% (95%CI: 87.13ς92.16%) without 
crows. While this may all be indicative that crows are having an impact on hatch success, further 
work is required to include other plausible explanatory variables that may affect hatching success, 
such as nest site microhabitat, nest location, rainfall, temperature, impacts of cyclones and other 
seasonal trends. 

On Round Island, during the 2024/25 breeding season, 195 eggs were monitored across 23 nest sites. 
Unfortunately, due to the inability to access Round Island for prolonged periods through the hatching 
season it was impossible to know whether 135 of the eggs had hatched or failed. Of the remaining 
60 eggs that could be monitored to hatch or fail the hatch success was calculated at 86.7%, which is 
in the expected range for the species. From 2015 to 2025, the average hatch rate on Round Island in 
the absence of crows has been 87.81% (95%CI: 86.20ς89.29%) and as such similar to Ile aux Aigrettes 
in seasons without crows. 

DǸƴǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎŜŎƪƻǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘƻǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŎǊȅǇǘƛŎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ 
both day and night. Nevertheless, we attempt to keep track of their relative densities through 
independent, repeated count surveys within set areas each year. Detection varies greatly between 
surveyors, and we rely predominantly on experienced staff to conduct the surveys. For the first half 
of 2025, we had mostly new staff conducting surveys, where through reviews of data and training, 
detection and data quality improved by the middle of the year. There were 160 independent surveys 
of adult geckos on Ile aux Aigrettes through the year, but data for 120 surveys were used, once it was 
shown that staff were proficient with the surveys and gecko detection. For 2025, the encounter rate 
was 0.239 (95% CI: 0.182ς0.296) adult geckos per person hour. This result is no different to the 
previous seven years suggesting that the population size of adult geckos has not changed 
substantially. On Round Island, there were only ten surveys through 2025, giving an encounter rate 
of 0.217 (95% CI: 0.065ς0.369) adult geckos per person hour. This result has broad confidence 
intervals due to the limited number of surveys, but overall since 2018, there has been no substantial 
difference in the encounter rate of adult geckos per person hour on Round Island (see Round Island 
section). 
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! ¢ŜƭŦŀƛǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪ ƻƴ ŀ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻƴ LƭŜ ŀǳȄ !ƛƎǊŜǘǘŜǎΣ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ground. 

 

BACKGROUND 

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǊŜǇǘƛƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ¢ŜƭŦŀƛǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪǎ 
Leiolopisma telfairii ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ LƭŜ ŀǳȄ !ƛƎǊŜǘǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ vǳƻƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ нллс ŀƴŘ 
2012. 

hƴ LƭŜ ŀǳȄ !ƛƎǊŜǘǘŜǎΣ ¢ŜƭŦŀƛǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƻƻ ŦŜǿ 
on the island to estimate their abundance and no surveys were conducted. Restoration of the 
population will not be possible until Tenrecs Tenrec ecaudatus are removed and House Crows are 
effectively controlled, as both are known invasive predators of small vertebrates, including reptiles 
(see Invasive Alien Species section). 

bƻ ǿƛƭŘ ƘŀǘŎƘƭƛƴƎ ¢ŜƭŦŀƛǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ LƭŜ ŀǳȄ !ƛƎǊŜǘǘŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ нлнрΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
skinks were observed. 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ vǳƻƛƴ ǘƻ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ 
the abundance of each reptile species and determine the health of focal reptile species like the 
¢ŜƭŦŀƛǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǘǊƛǇ to open up approximately 12 km of 
pathways and transect lines to conduct the surveys. The survey was undertaken in November 2025. 
¢ƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜƭŦŀƛǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪǎ ǿŀǎ нпΣсрн όфр҈ /LΥ млΣнтф-19,248), which is in the range 
expected for the island, but considerably lower than the population boom detected in the last 
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monitoring trip of 2023, where adult population size was estimated at 37,185 (95% CI: 15,330-
29,366). Comparison of body condition to the previous survey and to Round Island found that there 
was no significant difference for male or female skinks. This demƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ vǳƻƛƴ 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ŜƭŦŀƛǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƭŦŀƛǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ wƻǳƴŘ LǎƭŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘΦ 

 

 

SOUTHEAST ISLET REPTILES 

 

Ile aux Fouquets, also known as Ile au Phare. 

 

BACKGROUND 

¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ ƛǎƭŜǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŜƴŘŜƳƛŎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ .ƻƧŜǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪǎ Gongylomorphus bojerii, 
.ƻǳǘƻƴΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪǎ Cryptoblepharus boutonii and lesser night geckos Nactus coindemirensis. 

.ƻƧŜǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŜǘǎ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ 
few islets in the north and the tiny islet, Ilot Vacoas in the southeast. Maintaining unique genetic 
variation on Ilot Vacoas, this southeastern form was translocated to Ile aux Fouquets and Ile de la 
Passe from 2007. In 2021, a year after the Wakashio oil spill, it was found that there had been a slight 
ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ .ƻƧŜǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŜǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ 
whether the populations had been significantly impacted upon from the oil, due to gaps in the 
surveys caused by Covid 19 restrictions. Cardiff University showed that the small number of skinks 
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collected from each islet population within days of the oil spill and taken to Jersey Zoo, retained the 
genetic structure present prior to the oil spill. Assessment of samples obtained from the wild 
populations after the oil spill has revealed they were not impacted upon by the oil spill. However, the 
results showed that the translocated populations on Ile aux Fouquets are suffering inbreeding 
depression and the Ile de la Passe population is not in genetic equilibrium with the other populations. 
The plan now is to obtain permission to restock the translocated populations with captive skinks at 
Jersey Zoo, which is the most effective and efficient action in terms of time and cost, while providing 
an exit strategy for the captive animals. 

.ƻǳǘƻƴΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪǎ ƛƴ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ǉŀƴ-tropical native, but at the end of 
нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ L¦/bΩǎ {ƪƛƴƪ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ DǊƻǳǇ ǊŜŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎŎŀǊŜƴŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀƴŘ 
endemic. With the small population in the South of Reunion not being detected for more than 20 
years (and was restricted and small even then), the skinks are now thought to only be endemic to 
Mauritius and found on eight islets and four small locations on the mainland coast but once had a 
wider distribution. Through work on the islets, tissue samples have started to be obtained to 
determine the genetic structure of the species and whether the mainland populations that are under 
increasing threat of localised extinction retain genetic variance not captured within the islet 
populations. 

¢ƘŜ ƭŜǎǎŜǊ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƎŜŎƪƻ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴŎŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ vǳƻƛƴ 
and Pigeon House Rock in the north and Ilot Vacoas in the southeast. Given that the southeast 
population was thought to retain unique genetic variation, individuals from Ilot Vacoas were 
translocated to Ile Marianne in 2011. Subsequent work by Cardiff University has shown that the 
ǎƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ ƎŜŎƪƻǎ ŀǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ vǳƻƛƴΦ Lƴ нлнмΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
there had been an overall decline in the abundance of lesser night geckos compared to pre- Wakashio 
oil spill levels. However, due to gaps in monitoring data caused by the Covid-19 restrictions and 
timings of surveys, a definitive decline in population sizes caused by the oil spill could not be 
substantiated. Nevertheless, genetic results through Cardiff University in 2023, indicated a significant 
change in genetic structure for both southeast islet populations following the oil spill. Fortunately, 
the small number of geckos that were captured within days of the oil spill and taken to Jersey Zoo, 
were found to retain the unique genetic structure of the pre-oil spill populations. Through 2023 and 
2024, preparations were made for the return the lost genetic variance through the timely release of 
captive eggs. By the end of 2024, the herpetological staff at Jersey Zoo had expertly managed the 
captive population for maximum egg output for their return to Mauritius. The team in Mauritius had 
also made the necessary preparations for the careful release of the eggs within purpose built 
ƘŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǳōǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜŎƪƻΩǎ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ 
islets. On the 9th January 2025, with the support of British Airways, 57 eggs were carried in a secure 
unit by Matt Goetz (Zoological Director (interim) and Curator, Herpetology & Invertebrates) from 
Jersey Zoo to Mauritius. The eggs arrived on the 10th January and after Veterinary checks were 
immediately taken to Ilot Vacoas to be placed within 25 subterranean release units within the range 
of the lesser night gecko. Following the release, nine-fortnightly monitoring trips were made to check 
on the eggs to the point past their maximal expected incubation time. Of the 57 eggs, 50 hatched to 
give a hatch success of 87.72%, which is comparable to the hatch rate in captivity. However, one of 
the hatchlings was found to have been predated by invasive big-headed ants Pheidole megacephala. 
While data do not exist to estimate the survival of hatchling geckos, population viability models 
compared to observed population trends predict it is likely to be less than 40% from hatch to 
adulthood. Of the 49 surviving hatchlings, it is likely that fewer than 19 will reach adulthood to 
reproduce and thus return genetic material will be lost from the population. Therefore, a series of 



 

42 

egg releases were planned and on the 10th December a further 142 eggs were brought to Mauritius 
with British Airways by Durrell staff Ciaran Westgate and Emma Michel. The first post-placement egg 
check on the 23rd December found that 13 had already hatched, but one egg had been predated by 
big-headed ants. Close monitoring of the eggs will continue into 2026. 

In 2024, reptile monitoring trips were carried out on each of the southeast islets to monitor the 
invertebrates, birds, reptiles and to detect, and where possible, remove new invasive species 
incursions. There was a total of 1,082 independent transect surveys day and night across the islets to 
monitor the reptiles in a way that different analytical methodologies can be used to determine 
changes in abundance. The densities of lesser night geckos on Ile Marianne and Ilot Vacoas had not 
changed significantly sƛƴŎŜ нлнпΦ hƴ LƭŜ ŀǳȄ CƻǳǉǳŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ Lƭƻǘ ±ŀŎƻŀǎΣ .ƻƧŜǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪ ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ 
similar to just after the oil-ǎǇƛƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ hƴ LƭŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ tŀǎǎŜΣ .ƻƧŜǊΩǎ 
skink density was similar to 2023, but significantly greater than other Ǉƻǎǘ ƻƛƭ ǎǇƛƭƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ CƻǊ .ƻǳǘƻƴΩǎ 
skinks on Ile aux Fouquets, their density was similar to 2024, but significantly lower than previous 
ȅŜŀǊǎ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻƛƭ ǎǇƛƭƭΦ hƴ LƭŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ tŀǎǎŜ ŀƴŘ Lƭƻǘ ±ŀŎƻŀǎ .ƻǳǘƻƴΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪ ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ 
than in 2024, but similar to previous years post oil spill. It is evident that there is much variation in 
the densities of the endemic reptiles between islands and survey years following the oil spill years, 
which requires closer examination. 

 

 

KEEL-SCALED BOA 

 

The keel-scaled boa is a medium sized non-venomous snake. 
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BACKGROUND 

As part of the ongoing process of rebuilding the threatened reptile communities, 70 keel-scaled boas 
ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ vǳƻƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ нлмн ŀƴŘ нлмп ŦǊƻƳ wƻǳƴŘ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ 

DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ vǳƻƛƴ ǿŀǎ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлнрΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŜǿŜǊ ƴƻŎǘǳǊƴŀƭ ōƻŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ 
conducted than planned, due to the limited number and availability of experienced staff. Over three 
nights, nine independent surveys within the three survey areas were completed and seven snakes 
(one male, four females and two juveniles) were captured. All four female boas were newly caught 
and microchipped for individual recognition. All snakes were in good body condition. However, in the 
2025 survey, only one recapture of a previously microchipped snake was made, which makes it 
impossible to obtain a reliable capture mark recapture estimate of abundance. A further nine snakes 
were detected across the island during the line transect Distance surveys. 

While a capture mark recapture estimate of abundance is not yet possible, an encounter rate of adult 
boas can be estimated. The number of adult boas encountered per person hour was calculated at 
0.352 (95%CI: 0.131-0.572), which is similar to the last estimate in 2023 at 0.356 (95%CI: 0.169-
0.542). The encounter rate on Round Island through 2025 was 0.710 (95%CI: 0.434-0.987) adult boas 
per person hour. While there are many factors involved with comparing these estimates in terms of 
detection variation betwŜŜƴ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ vǳƻƛƴ 
is doing well and from the line transect surveys, the snakes are island wide. 

 

LESSER NIGHT GECKO TRANSLOCATION 

The lesser night gecko is a small, nocturnal gecko endemic to Mauritius's offshore 
islets. 
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BACKGROUND 

!ŦǘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ мнл ƭŜǎǎŜǊ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƎŜŎƪƻǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ vǳƻƛƴ ǘƻ Round 
Island in November 2022 (see previous MWF Annual Reports from 2022). 

Normally, capture-mark-recapture and body condition data are obtained for the translocated lesser 
ƴƛƎƘǘ ƎŜŎƪƻ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 5ǳǊǊŜƭƭΩǎ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƎŜŎƪƻ Nactus durrellorum through repeated 
surveys. However, due to the lack of permissions for work permits to recruit Round Island wardens, 
or to renew the work permits of the skilled dedicated staff employed on the project, there were 
limited staff available to conduct the surveys. Other factors were delays in obtaining permissions to 
access the islands and poor weather preventing access, no specific surveys took place through 2025. 
However, lesser night geckos were observed within the proximity of the release enclosures in 
October 2025, which at least demonstrates they are still present. 

 

 

SERPENT ISLAND 

 

Serpent Island has a unique ecosystem and biodiversity. 

 

BACKGROUND 

In November there was an opportunity to access Serpent Island for an overnight visit. The island is 
notoriously difficult to access, work on and to stay overnight, requiring very specific weather 
conditions. Since the first documented visit in 1844 there have only been 18 visits to the island, most 
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of which have lasted a few hours. The trip in 2025 was the fourth overnight trip ever to have been 
documented.  

The purpose of the trip was to obtain Sooty Tern samples (see Seabird Community section), but gave 
the opportunity to survey and sample other species on the island. Through rapid day and night 
surveys, crude estimates of the endemic populations of the BojeǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǇŜƴǘ LǎƭŀƴŘ ƴƛƎƘǘ 
gecko Nactus serpensinsula ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜΦ .ƻƧŜǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōǳƭƪƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
other populations were estimated to be in the low thousands, compared to approximately 700 
individuals estimated previously. A slightly more accurate, but still crude estimate was made for the 
night gecko at 5,490 (95%CI: 2,510-8,470) individuals. 

Morphometric data, tissue and faecal samples were obtained for the night gecko, for which very little 
is known. Further work is required and if conditions are suitable a team will try to return in 2026. 

A full report of the 2025 expedition was submitted to Government. 

 

 

TORTOISES 

 

An Aldabra tortoise roaming on Round Island. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Mauritian tortoises Cylindraspis spp. had an important role in the native ecosystem as browsers, 
grazers, and seed dispersers. Many native and endemic plants have evolved with and adapted to the 
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presence of tortoises. Since the Mauritian tortoises' extinction, many functional links have been lost 
within the ecosystem. To remediate this, we are using a close relative of the Mauritian tortoise, the 
Aldabra tortoise Aldabrachelys gigantea from the Seychelles as a replacement to re-activate the lost 
plant- tortoise interactions on Ile aux Aigrettes and Round Island. The tortoise work aims to manage 
adult free-roaming tortoises on Ile aux Aigrettes and Round Island. The tortoises on both islands are 
closely monitored and studies have been set up to assess their impact on the ecosystem. 

 

FREE-ROAMING TORTOISES 

Through 2025, monitoring on Ile aux Aigrettes remained consistent, with 317 observations of the 26 
free-roaming tortoises, which are regularly checked upon to determine their condition, health, 
location and of course presence. In 2025, due to the issues in accessing Round Island, the capture-
mark-recapture survey could not be conducted. However, 133 observations were made of 119 
individuals in addition to 23 juvenile tortoises that were newly found and were large enough to be 
microchipped. Given that annual survival probability is very high combined with the newly 
microchipped individuals the population size continues to increase, with the last estimate in 2024 
suggested there are at least 850 microchipped tortoises on Round Island. 

 

TORTOISE HEALTH 

Great care is taken to ensure the health of all tortoises being managed, but particularly for juveniles 
being head-started within captive conditions on Ile aux Aigrettes. Intestinal parasites are naturally 
found in wild tortoises, but in captive conditions where tortoises are held at high densities, such as 
in the head-starting facilities on Ile aux Aigrettes the risk of transmission is elevated. Greater 
transmission can lead to elevated parasite prevalence in the captive population and higher parasite 
load within the individual, ultimately leading to health problems. To mitigate the potential issue 
within the captive facilities, feeding trays and water wallows are cleaned and faeces are removed 
daily within each enclosure. As an additional precaution all captive juvenile tortoises on Ile aux 
Aigrettes are dewormed annually. Screening of a sample number of captive tortoises in 2025 
revealed low parasitic worm prevalence and load, demonstrating the effectiveness of the control 
measures in place. Furthermore, no other symptomatic signs of disease were detected. Each month 
every captive/enclosed individual (identified from a unique colour code painted on the carapace, or 
if the individual is large enough an inserted microchip) is individually measured and weighed to 
determine its condition. Through our Aldabra tortoise specific condition calculator, we can indicate 
if an individual is underweight and immediately provide supplemental care. Individuals were 
identified as underweight at some point through the year and were given supplementary food to 
remedy the situation. While enough food is provided, larger and bolder tortoises can dominate the 
feeding tray, preventing others from accessing at times, requiring observation and close 
management. Through the care provided a 99.5% survival was obtained in 2025. 

Prior to any releases onto an island all individuals undergo disease screening and quarantine. Post 
release free-roaming tortoises are frequently checked upon to detect any symptoms of disease, 
general condition and to detect any injuries. Additionally, each year free-roaming tortoises are 
sampled to obtain body condition data, although due to the limitations of operating on Round Island 
with few staff through 2025 this was not possible. On Ile aux Aigrettes, 19 of the 26 tortoises were 
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measured and weighed, finding that all were in good condition. A small sample of the free-roaming 
tortoises are also screened for intestinal parasites with the most likely points for cross-transmission 
of disease are the artificial water troughs/wallows and additionally on Round Island the dams for 
water harvesting. Water troughs on Ile aux Aigrettes are cleaned daily and are regularly checked and 
cleaned on Round Island to reduce the transmission. However, for Round Island this was rarely done 
in 2025, due the absence of staff through much of the year. Nevertheless, screening of tortoises on 
Ile aux Aigrettes and Round Island found no evidence of intestinal worms. 

 

MANAGING TORTOISE POPULATIONS 

Tortoises interact with the environment they are in and one way of assessing this interaction with 
the vegetation specifically is the use of exclosures. These are fenced areas where tortoises are 
excluded access. The tortoise exclosures to re-establish the seed bank of threatened herbaceous 
species in the soils on Round Island were completed and are working well to keep tortoise out, but 
very little work was conducted in 2025 to establish the plants. Large areas of tortoise exclosure to re-
establish the fern Phymatosorus scolopendria in re-planted canopy forest was found corroded, 
allowing tortoises access. Work in and on these exclosures will hopefully continue in 2026. 

Through the limited surveys on Round Island in 2025, individual hatchlings were detected emerging 
from their nests. As more tortoises reach sexual maturity, the number of hatchlings will increase and 
despite Round Island being mostly bare rock or covered in shallow soils, suitable nesting sites are not 
yet a limiting factor. The actual carrying capacity for tortoises on Round Island is not yet currently 
known, but we need to ensure they do not reach densities where they start to have negative impacts 
upon the ecosystem. Discussions have been initiated on potential methods to maintain overall 
densities below 25 adult tortoises per hectare of their range, but this cut point will change as we 
learn more about their impact in relation tortoise numbers and biomass. 
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ISLANDS  

ROUND ISLAND 

 

Round Island is a Closed Nature Reserve, 22.5 km off the north-east coast of Cap 
Malheureux  

 

BACKGROUND 

wƻǳƴŘ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ нмф ƘŀΣ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜƴƛŀōƭȅ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎΩ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 
or significantly large remnant populations of endemic plants, reptiles and native seabirds. The island 
was spared from predators, such as cats and rats that have caused irreversible damage elsewhere, 
but goats and rabbits were introduced in the early 19th century, which caused severe loss of soil and 
vegetation. Poaching of seabirds was a common activity on the island. 

By 1986, the herbivores were eradicated, and closer management put an end to seabird poaching by 
1997. A field station was built and has been mostly permanently staffed since 2002, which has 
allowed MWF and its partners to achieve a greater impact to protect and restore the island, control 
or eradicate invasive plants and replant many areas on the island. 

Restoration activities on the island has supported the recovery of the unique reptile community, 
where the overall abundance has now increased by more than 4,000%, since the 1970s. For example, 
the keel-scaled boa population has increased from approximately 64 individuals in the 1970s to now 
more than an estimated 10,000 adults. The recovery of reptiles has permitted their reintroduction to 
other islands from 2006 (see reptile section). The cessation of poaching has permitted seabirds to 
recover with an overall increase of more than 2,500% in seabird abundance from the 1970s. Round 
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Island supports the largest populations of Red-tailed Tropicbirds Phaethon rubricauda, white-tailed 
tropicbirds Phaethon lepturus, and Wedge- tailed Shearwaters Ardenna pacifica in the Southwest 
Indian Ocean. Research has led to a greater understanding of the seabird community including 
resolving the identity of the Round Island Petrel Pterodroma arminjoniana. 

The restoration of Round Island has been initiated, but we need to continue to restore the island, 
conserving its unique plants and animals, which will take decades. This will include saving from 
extinction two endemic plants that are in precipitous decline (Aerva congesta and Phyllanthus 
revaughanii), tracking of seabirds to understand where they travel to (thus identifying Marine 
Important Bird Areas and assessing the impact of global climate change), monitoring the response of 
threatened reptiles to restoration activities, curbing soil erosion and planting to restore functional 
communities that benefit the resident endemic animals. 

Round Island has been an important training and research ground for local and international 
restoration practitioners and scientists. Being one of very few islands in the world to have never been 
colonized by invasive rodents or reptiles, combined with ongoing extensive restoration work and 
pioneering research on highly threatened and unique animals and plants, the global significance of 
Round Island is increasing as a leading site for conservation and scientific excellence. 

The work on Round Island is a collaborative project between the Ministry of Agro-Industry (the 
National Parks and Conservation Service and the Foresty Service), the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation, 
and the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust. 
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RED-TAILED TROPICBIRD 

The Red-Tailed Tropicbird is a seabird native to the tropical Indian and Pacific oceans. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Red-tailed Tropicbirds are found across much of Round Island and a small colony to the south of the 
island has been surveyed almost monthly since 2004. In 2025, there was some disruption to the 
monthly surveys due to poor weather, cyclonic activity in the region, lack of staff and obtaining 
permissions to access Round Island. The small colony was surveyed only three of the planned twelve 
times throughout the year. 

Through the three surveys, 146 birds (51 adults and 95 chicks) were encountered, which consisted of 
44 individual adults, of which 19 were newly ringed and an additional nine fledging chicks were 
ringed. 

In 2015, we changed the Red-tailed Tropicbird survey area to make it possible to survey within one 
morning. The data from 2004 have therefore been truncated to the new survey area allowing us to 
ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀōƛǊŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ approximately 1 ha area. The 
abundance of adults has increased substantially since 2012 and is now likely to have reached its 
carrying capacity. Due to the number of birds, the survey is again taking longer than one morning and 
was meant to have been addressed in 2025, but now pushed back to 2026.  

Due to the limited survey effort in 2025, the results are questionable, but provided an estimated 
population size of 1,119 (95%CI: 866-1,446) adult birds using the survey area. Since the population 
size appeared to plateau from 2019, the pooled annual results from 2019 to 2024 provide an overall 
mean of 842 (95%CI: 819-866). Despite the low survey effort in 2025 leading to broad confidence 
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intervals they do not overlap with the 2019-2024 estimate, which may suggest that the population 
in the survey area has increased. It is hoped that surveys in 2026 are not disrupted, as they have been 
in 2025, to determine whether the population has indeed changed. 

The estimated annual apparent survival probability for 2025 was 0.852 (95%CI: 0.841-0.862), which 
ƛǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜΦ 

 

 

ROUND ISLAND PETREL 

 

A Round Island Petrel. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Every two months, the aim is to survey all five main colonies of Petrels across the island are surveyed. 
However, through 2025, due to limited staff, no wardens combined with limited ability to access 
Round Island due to poor weather conditions and the lack of permission, only three surveys were 
attempted where only one was fully completed. 

Through the surveys 111 active nest sites were detected, which included 88 individual adults of which 
14 were newly ringed. Of the active nests 26 contained chicks of which three were ringed and 63 
nests contained an egg at some point across the surveys. 

Due to the limited survey effort in 2025, the results are taken with caution, but provided an estimated 
population size of 1,119 (95%CI: 866-1,446) adult birds using the survey area. Since the population 
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size appeared to plateau from 2019, the pooled annual results from 2019 to 2024 provide an overall 
mean of 842 (95%CI: 819-866). Despite the low survey effort in 2025 leading to broad confidence 
intervals they do not overlap with the 2019-2024 estimate, which may suggest that the population 
in the survey area has increased. It is hoped that surveys in 2026 are not disrupted, as they have been 
in 2025, to determine whether the population has indeed changed. 

Owing to the poor survey effort in 2025 and incomplete survey events, it was expected that the 
annual survival estimate would be biased, thus affecting the abundance estimate. Therefore, the 
population model was forced to keep survival as a constant, which we can assume was the case for 
2025, given that all previous analyses on the data set that spans from 1993 have produced best fitting 
models where apparent annual survival was constant. The constant survival model provided an 
apparent annual survival probability of 0.965 (95%CI: 0.962-0.967) and an abundance estimate of 
2,064 (95%CI: 1,931- 2,211) adult individuals using the island. This estimate is not substantially 
different to the model adjusted 2024 estimate of 2,139 (95%CI: 1,999-2,288) adult individuals. 

Research on existing data collected as part of the long-term monitoring programme continues to be 
carried out to explore variation in migration strategies of Round Island petrels. Between November 
2009 and June 2016, 421 geolocators were deployed to record migratory movements outside of the 
breeding season. Approximately 80% of the geolocators have been retrieved to date. Through 2025, 
three geolocators were retrieved from individual petrels and will be sent to the ZSL Institute of 
Zoology. 

 

SEABIRD COMMUNITY 

Lesser Frigatebird on North Island on Saint Brandon. 
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BACKGROUND 

At the end of 2021, research was initiated to investigate the connectivity between seabird 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ hŎŜŀƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ψ{ŜŀōƛǊŘǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƻǊ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ 
ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΚ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ hŎŜŀƴ ǎŜŀōƛǊŘǎ ό/hbb9/¢{ύΩ ǿƛll assess the degree of 
connectivity between island colonies for five very different seabird species (frigatebird, red-footed 
booby, sooty tern, tropical and wedge-tailed shearwater) by establishing the rate of transfer of 
genetic material between colonies όƛΦŜΦΣ ƎŜƴŜ ŦƭƻǿύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘŜ ΨŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǳƴƛǘǎΩ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ όŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘύ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŘ-footed 
boobies and wedge-tailed shearwaters will be tracked to identify their foraging hotspots and the 
ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƴǘƛŦȅ Ƙƻǿ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƭƻƴȅΩǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ 
environment is for dispersing seabirds. It is hoped that the outcomes of this research will guide the 
scale at which seabird conservation policy and actions should be set in the Western Indian Ocean. Dr 
Malcom Nicoll from the ZSL Institute of Zoology is leading the research within Mauritius. With Round 
Island supporting the largest breeding colony of Wedge-tailed Shearwaters in the Southwest Indian 
Ocean, this is one of the colonies that will be surveyed, including a Wedge-tailed Shearwater colony 
in Rodrigues and Sooty Terns on Serpent Island. 

In November 2025, there was a small window of opportunity to access Serpent Island while Dr Nicoll 
was present in the country. The trip was led by Dr Nik Cole and represents the 19th known visit to 
the island since it was first accessed in 1844. Blood samples and morphometric measurements and 
weights were obtained from 18 Sooty Terns.  

In 2023, monitoring of the Wedge-tailed Shearwaters breeding effort on Round Island was 
established at the three southern colonies. Monitoring consists of four short periods of a night or 
two through the year: (1) counting nesting burrows in early September, (2) counting the number of 
burrows with an egg, (3) obtaining data on the number and condition of chicks at the end of January, 
and (4) the number of chicks close to fledging or not in early March. Unfortunately, due to the 
disruption of accessibility to Round Island no surveys could be completed in 2025. 

Masked booby Sula dactylatra attraction continued on Round Island through 2025, using decoys and 
a playback system of masked booby calls. However, the camera traps placed throughout the decoy 
colony could not be managed for much of the year and have yet to detect any boobies visiting from 
the Serpent Island, although for the first time a juvenile was seen to land on the island, but far from 
the attraction site. Given similar systems of attracting seabirds to new nesting grounds elsewhere it 
may take years to attract the boobies. In 2026, work needs to be conducted to fix camera stands that 
have corroded and planning is required to enhance the attraction system. Masked Boobies are only 
known to use Serpent Island within the Mascarenes and repeated counts through visits from the 
1950 have estimated approximately 50 pairs, with a maximum of 120. During the trip in 2025, the 
visiting team estimated the population size to be at least 1,000 pairs. 
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KEEL-SCALED BOA 

 

A juvenile keel-scaled boa on Round Island. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Each month, the team aim to visit six, one-hectare quadrats (Coastline, Mixed weed, Palm, Rockslab, 
Summit and Wasteland) across Round Island at night to conduct nocturnal reptile surveys. Given the 
issues of staffing and access stated previously, only 11 surveys were completed. A total of 53 boas 
(44 adults and 9 juveniles) were found during the surveys as part of the long-term study to monitor 
the health, survival and relative abundance of the snake. 

Twenty newly detected boas were microchipped in 2025. 

Survey results show there were 0.801 (95%CI: 0.402-1.201) adult boa encounters per person hour in 
2025. With few surveys conducted the confidence intervals are so broad, it is impossible to know 
whether the relative abundance has changed. 

Despite the uncertainty over abundance, the boa population on Round Island appears very healthy, 
with no detectable change in average body condition. 
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D«b¢I9wΩ{ D9/Yh 

 

The DǸƴǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎŜŎƪƻ is an arboreal lizard with large clawless and lobed toepads. 

 

BACKGROUND 

A total of 43 geckos (37 adults and 6 juveniles) were found during the monthly quadrat surveys as 
part of the long-term study to monitor their relative abundance. 

During a survey of the Mixed Weed quadrat (a quadrat that contains a restored canopy forest) in 
November, 25 adult and 4 juvenile geckos were detected. This high detection is extraordinarily high, 
as since 2002, the maximum number of adults and juveniles detected in this quadrat has been 6 and 
3, respectively. Only once before has an equal number of geckos been detected in a Palm quadrat 
survey. It is unknown why so many geckos were present, but with so few surveys conducted in 2025 
and this outlier of a detection rate for the specific quadrat produces much uncertainty with the 
estimated relative abundance. For 2025, the adult gecko encounter rate per person hour was 0.543 
(95%CI: 0.021-1.065). As with the estimate for the keel-scaled boa, very little can be determined from 
this result.  

On Round Island, during the 2024/25 breeding season, 195 eggs were monitored across 23 nest sites. 
However, due to the issues stated earlier it was not possible to track the outcome of 135 of the eggs 
to determine if they had hatched or failed. Of the remaining 60 eggs that could be monitored across 
their incubation period, hatch success was calculated at 86.7%, which is in the expected range for the 
species. From 2015 to 2025, the average hatch rate on Round Island has been 87.81% (95%CI: 86.20ς
89.29%).  
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5¦ww9[[Ω{ bLDI¢ D9/Yh 

 

The Durrell's night gecko is a small sized gecko averaging 9cm in total length. 

 

BACKGROUND 

! ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ фф 5ǳǊǊŜƭƭΩǎ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƎŜŎƪƻǎ όфо ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ с ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜǎύ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǉǳŀŘǊŀǘ 
surveys, as part of the long-term study to monitor their relative abundance. 

From the few surveys that could be completed the adult gecko encounter rate per person hour was 
estimated at 1.751 (95%CI: 0.438-3.065). As with the other estimates for the nocturnal reptiles, there 
is much uncertainty over the result for the night gecko in 2025 and very little can be determined. 
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DIURNAL REPTILES 

 

! .ƻƧŜǊΩ ǎƪƛƴƪ ǎƭƛŘƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ. 

 

BACKGROUND 

.ƻƧŜǊΩǎ {ƪƛƴƪǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ-Eastern islets. While monitoring effort is focused 
upon the nocturnal reptiles, we also usually check on the status of the diurnal reptiles. 

The reason for the more intense focus on the nocturnal species is due to the: 

¶ keel-scaled boa representing an indicator species for the health of the reptile community on 
which it predates upon; 

¶ DǸƴǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎŜŎƪƻ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƳŀƎƴƛǘǳŘŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
reptiles species and; 

¶ 5ǳǊǊŜƭƭΩǎ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƎŜŎƪƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜǇǘƛƭŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
Round Island. 

 

¢ƘŜ ŘƛǳǊƴŀƭ ǊŜǇǘƛƭŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘŜƳƛŎ .ƻƧŜǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪ Gongylomorphus bojeriƛΣ .ƻǳǘƻƴΩǎ 
skink, Cryptoblepharus boutoniiΣ ƻǊƴŀǘŜ Řŀȅ ƎŜŎƪƻΣ tƘŜƭǎǳƳŀ ƻǊƴŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜƭŦŀƛǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪΣ Leiolopisma 
telfairii. 

At least once a year the species are checked upon visually to determine their overall condition and 
population status and if time each species is sampled to obtain body condition scores and determine 
overall health. Through the limited visits to Round Island in 2025, the diurnal reptile populations 
appeared healthy and stable, but there was little time for further investigation.  
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INVERTEBRATES 

BACKGROUND 

Much of the conservation efforts for island restoration have focused upon rebuilding the threatened 
plant, reptile and seabird communities while preventing further introductions of problematic 
invasive species. Invertebrates, however, have been largely overlooked and yet are a major driver in 
ecosystem functionality, as predators, prey, pollinators and detritivores. The islands, particularly 
Round Island, maintain many endemic invertebrates, the majority of which are threatened with 
extinction and have yet to be formally described. Each islet around Mauritius has a different 
ecological history with varying levels of human impact and loss of habitat, which will have shaped the 
ƛƴǾŜǊǘŜōǊŀǘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ нлноΣ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜǊǘŜōǊŀǘŜ ōƛƻōƭƛǘȊ ƻƴ DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ vǳƻƛƴΣ Lle aux Aigrettes, 
Ile aux Fouquets, Ile de la Passe, Ile Marianne, Ilot Vacoas and Round Island was carried out. 
Invertebrates were systematically sampled using pitfall traps, Malaise traps and Berlese funnels. 
Collections were also made by hand using collection pots, forceps, pooters, sweep nets, beating trays 
and UV torches to sample invertebrates in a range of habitats or on a range of substrates where 
systematic samples could not be used. Funded by Durrell, entomologists at the London Natural 
History Museum completed the majority of identification by the end of 2024. 

One of several interesting discoveries was the detection of brushfooted trapdoor spider on Ile aux 
Fouquets and Ilot Vacoas. Initially thought to have been the rediscovery of Tigidia mauriciana, known 
from only one specimen collected in the late 1800s, the spiders detected and sampled through the 
bioblitz is a new species within a different Genus. The results for the spider specimens and the 
identity of the new species will be published in 2026. 

 

ὉέέὴὬώὰὥ ὫόὭὰὰὩὶάὩὸέὶόά is endemic to the Mascarenes. 
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PLANT RESTORATION WORK 

 

Juvenile plants in the nursery. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Approximately 49,653 seeds from 11 species were collected from and for Round Island in 2025. 

Approximately 3,473 seeds from eight species were sown in the Round Island plant nursery in 2025. 

120 seedings, which germinated in the Round Island plant nursery, were potted in 2025. 

There was no planting on Round Island in 2025 due to the limited staffing and access. The rainy 
season started late at the end of February when it normally begins in December. The inability to get 
to Round Island complicated matters. When staff got to the island after three months absence from 
November 2024 to January 2025, an assessment of the nursey was conducted. The assessment 
showed that 83% of the plants in the nursery perished. Staff removed the dead plants from the 
nursery, reorganized what remained and sowed more seeds. 

Following a meeting with Cardiff University in December 2025, no updates came through regarding 
the genomic work on the Round Island hurricane palm Dictyosperma album var. conjugatum as 
technicians had been taken up with other work. From the initial genomic work, it is suspected that a 
substantial proportion of seed produced by planted hurricane palms at the Gerald Durrell Endemic 
Wildlife Sanctuary and Ile aux Aigrettes may be hybrids with the variant D. album var. album, which 
is prevalent in Mauritius through commercial planting. This is of potential concern, as seed from 
these sites have been previously propagated and planted on Round Island. Once the full genomic 
work has been completed, we will be able to better manage the situation to save what remains of 
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the pure hurricane palm genome. Until we know which individuals are pure or hybrid, individuals 
currently within the nurseries will not be planted. 

One major component of habitat restoration on Round Island is rebuilding the herbaceous 
community that would have existed historically in the presence of tortoise grazing pressure. Some of 
the herbaceous species that have been selected for planting have extremely restricted ranges, small 
population sizes that have been lost from Round Island and as such are at the edge of extinction. The 
first step is to re-establish a seedbank of these herbaceous species back into the soils on Round 
Island. To establish these highly threatened plants and allow them to set seed, three 10x10 m pens 
have been established within areas of tortoise activity. Due to pens being shaded they need to also 
be protected from tortoises amassing and causing too much disturbance. Weed growth within the 
pens needs to be manually controlled, but once there is evidence of natural recruitment for the 
planted species over a few seasons, the pens will be removed for tortoises to resume their control of 
the non-native plants, allowing the native plants that have co-evolved with tortoise herbivory and 
moderate trampling to have a competitive edge over the non-natives. There has been much work 
over the past few years to build the stock of critically endangered herbs in the Round Island nursery, 
particularly Aerva congesta that is extinct in the wild on Round Island.  

An IUCN Red-List account for A. congesta was published in 2025, where the species was assessed 
against all relevant categories of threat, demonstrating its Critically Endangered status and 
highlighting the need to prevent its extinction.  

The herbaceous species in the nursery suffered severely due to the absence of staff on the island and 
all appeared dead when staff returned to the island at the end of January 2025. Following the return 
of staff and intensive care provided to the nursery plants, some of the trays and pots that contained 
herbaceous species started to regerminate. Unfortunately, staff needed to be removed from Round 
Island in May and could not return until October, again causing the loss of herbs in the nursery and 
requiring much work to recoup what was lost. One major issue has been the complete loss of A. 
congesta that does not appear to be making a recovery in the nursery. Fortunately, the team had 
established a backup, by having plants sourced from Round Island in the nursery on Ile aux Aigrettes. 
The focus is now to increase the number of individuals on Ile aux Aigrettes and return them to Round 
Island, whilst rebuilding stock of the other species for eventual planting in the pens. 

Only 123 individuals of six plant species were present in the nursery in the last inventory in October 
2025, representing a major setback for the restoration of Round Island. Assuming we can obtain the 
permissions for dedicated staff to access Round Island, it is likely to take at least a couple of years to 
rebuild the nursery stock for planting, particularly for the extremely rare delicate species. 
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WEED MANAGEMENT 

 

Chromolaena odorata weeding on Round Island. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Unfortunately, with the difficulties of staffing and accessing Round Island through 2025, the weed 
surveys were not conducted as rigorously as had been planned. With the lack of staff present to 
remove certain weeds such as Chromolaena odorata and Heteropogon contortus many would have 
set seed before being detected, old sites that had been well controlled had been permitted to re-
flourish and new weed sites had developed. These two invasive plant species are particularly targeted 
due to their rapid ability to colonise and spread, but also due to them being particularly flammable 
and representing a significant fire risk. 

The systematic approach to survey for C. odorata to proportion effort between high-risk, medium- 
risk and low-risk areas continued where possible. In 2025, 113 adults and saplings, were removed of 
which four had produced seed. This is a substantial decrease in the total number of individuals 
removed in 2024; 982 adults and saplings, and 1,363 seedlings, of which 411 adult plants had 
produced seeds. It is possible all the plants that germinated in 2025 were not caught due to the 
limited number of surveys conducted.  

It is clear that over two decades of H. contortus management is unlikely to lead to eradication, as it 
still vigorously persists in two main locations on the island. A total of 57 adults and saplings, and 11 
seedlings were removed, of which 44 had produced seed. As with C. odorata, this is substantially less 
than detected and removed in 2024, where 668 adults and saplings, and 45 seedlings were detected 
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and removed. Plans for the use of pre-emergent herbicides to target this exotic grass and remove it 
for good have yet to be approved by the Government. 

Five adult Nicotiana tabacum were found and removed in 2025, which is a similar in number to 2024 
and less than in 2023 where 52 adults and saplings were removed.  

No Lycopersicon esculentum plants were found, despite intensive searches. The last tomato plant 
removed was in September 2018.  

No other high risk problematic invasive plants on the specific search list that have previously been 
detected and removed were found, such as Flacourtia indica, Leucaena leucocephala, Mikania 
micrantha, Sporobolus capensis and Withania somnifera. 

A patch of Nettle-leaved goosefoot Chenopodiastrum murale that has not been detected on Round 
Island for considerable time was found on the summit and removed. 

 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSPORT 

 

{ǘŀŦŦ ƻƴ wƻǳƴŘ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ. 

 

BACKGROUND 

With limited capacity to operate on Round Island through 2025, infrastructural work was limited to 
minor tasks to keep things operating. 
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Key actions required include the renewal of the toolshed and plant nurseries that are ageing and will 
likely fall apart with the next strong cyclone that hits the island. The whole irrigation system from the 
collection of water to the watering of plants needs a complete overhaul. The fence surrounding the 
small reintroduced forest area where ferns are being successfully re-established has corroded 
allowing tortoises to push through certain sections and requires renewal. 

Staff changeovers on Round Island normally occur every fortnight by boat, but access is only possible 
where wave height is typically below 1.8 m and waves are coming from an easterly to south-easterly 
direction for access on the landing rock. Sea conditions throughout 2025 have been particularly poor, 
causing cancellations and pro-longed delays in conducting a changeover when permission has been 
granted to access Round Island. 

 

 

ILE AUX AIGRETTES 

 

Ile aux Aigrettes is located in Mahebourg Bay, about 800m off the southeast coast of 
Mauritius. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Ile aux Aigrettes is a 26-hectare low coralline island and has been declared a Nature Reserve since 
1965 due to its remnant Mauritian dry coastal forest. Ecological restoration started in 1985 with the 
aim of reinstating the coastal vegetation community and to replace the missing components of the 
flora and fauna. Through weeding of introduced species and planting of native species, including rare 
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and critically endangered plants that have been propagated and reintroduced on the island, we are 
restoring the ecosystem. Around 30,000-40,000 plants per season/year were planted from 1998 to 
2003, although the forest is now regenerating well naturally, specialised planting still continues to 
enhance the species diversity, to provide food for the native species reintroduced on the island and 
to provide habitat for seabirds and reptiles. The island is also used to conserve suitable lowland 
species that are critically endangered in the wild. Maintenance weeding continues through 
employment of a team of labourers living in the vicinity. As a part of a sustainable conservation 
programme, the island is open to visitors through our ecotourism and environmental education 
programmes. Students, tourists and the general public learn about the habitat restoration project, in 
order to raise their awareness of the conservation of the threatened Mauritian flora and fauna. 

Projects on the island 

¶ Pink Pigeon 

¶ Mauritius Fody 

¶ Mauritius Olive White-eye 

¶ DǸƴǘƘŜǊΩǎ DŜŎƪƻ 

¶ ¢ŜƭŦŀƛǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƴƪ 

¶ Aldabra tortoises 

¶ Rare Plants 

¶ Habitat Restoration 

¶ Education: Learning with Nature 

¶ Ecotourism 

¶ Attracting Seabirds 

 

Details of the above project actions are included in the specific project sections in this report. 
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ST BRANDON 

 

{ǘ .ǊŀƴŘƻƴΩǎ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ƴŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŀ ǘǳǊǘƭŜǎ.  

 

BACKGROUND 

wƛŎƘ ƛƴ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŦƭƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǳƴŀΣ {ǘ .ǊŀƴŘƻƴΩǎ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŀ ǘǳǊǘƭŜǎ 
(Hawksbill Turtle Eretmochelys imbricata and Green Turtle Chelonia mydas) to lay their eggs. Coconut 
trees can be found on a few of the St Brandon islands as well as native trees, shrubs and grasses. The 
coral and outer reefs are still in good condition. This archipelago has a huge range of marine 
biodiversity with important global populations of seabird on the islets, and the shores are visited by 
migratory birds. Unfortunately, invasive alien plants and animals have reached the islets and are 
affecting the vegetation and breeding of seabirds. The islets are also affected by ongoing human 
activities. 

a²CΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ {ǘ .ǊŀƴŘƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ 
for the conservation of the archipelago. It is recognised that any actions carried out would not be 
effective unless Government of Mauritius and other relevant departments, the Outer Islands 
Development Corporation (OIDC) and Raphael Fishing Ltd support the actions. 

A St Brandon Institutional Mapping and Action Plan was developed in 2019 through discussions with 
the various stakeholders, finalised in 2020 and is available on the MWF website. We circulate the 
document whenever requested and we ensure that St Brandon is considered in policy dialogues (e.g. 
National Oil Spill Contingency Plan, and under review, the National Invasive Alien Species Strategy 
Plan and the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan. 



 

67 

MAIN ACTIONS 

¶ A St Brandon Conservation and Science Advisory Trust was formed in 2024 with several 
persons having a keen interest in the preservation of the archipelago. Both the Mauritian 
Wildlife Foundation and Durrell are members of the Trust, exchanging regularly formally and 
informally. 

¶ We have actively contributed to the draft Invasive Alien Species Management Plan for St 
Brandon being developed under a UNDP/Government of Mauritius project. 

 

 

 

ILE AUX COCOS & ILE AUX SABLES, RODRIGUES 

BACKGROUND 

Ile aux Cocos and Ile aux Sables, two sandbar islets to the West of Rodrigues, of 15 and 8 Ha 
respectively, are renowned for their breeding seabirds - water birds as well as migratory birds and 
occasional prospecting seabirds. Further background to this project and details of actions carried out 
are included in the Rodrigues section of this report. 

 

 

 

INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES CONTROL AND 
BIOSECURITY ON ISLANDS  

BACKGROUND 

Invasive alien species represent the greatest threat to island biodiversity. Whilst some invasive 
species, such as mice, rats and cats can be eradicated, although often at huge expense, effective 
methods for the control or eradication of many species, such as insectivorous mammals, birds, 
reptiles, invertebrates and plants have yet to be developed or the capacity within Mauritius to deal 
with these species is low or absent. The long-term survival of plants and animals native to Mauritian 
islands depends on the implementation of strict quarantine and biosecurity measures and where 
possible rapid responses to remove invasive species once they are detected. Since 2006, the island 
team have detected 43 animal invasion events on 11 islets by 17 non-native species, of which early 
detection and removal/eradication has been possible in 27 cases. These actions have certainly 
reduced the extinction risk of species on the islands. 
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ILE AUX AIGRETTES 

BIOSECURITY CHECKS  

Monthly checks were conducted using sooted tiles to detect footprints and cocoa wax chew cubes 
to detect chew marks of rodents or other potential problematic species that may have arrived on the 
island. Additionally, pit-fall traps and cage traps are utilised in the detection of new species incursions 
to the island. No new invasive vertebrates were detected on the island. 

TENREC TRAPPING 

Tenrecs pose a threat to terrestrial vertebrates (including ground nesting birds) and invertebrates on 
the island, such that their removal is of paramount importance. Tenrec removal is targeted in 
multiple ways from hand capture, strategically placed pitfall and cage traps at strategic locations and 
drift fence arrays that lead tenrecs into pitfalls. In 2025, trapping effort was substantially increased 
through the tenrec activity season and additional cage traps were placed in the south of Ile aux 
Aigrettes. In 2025, 22 tenrecs were trapped and removed from the island, involving 12,043 trap nights 
and thus a trap rate of 1.8 tenrecs per thousand trap nights. The trap rate in 2024 was 47 tenrecs per 
thousand trap nights over 2,516 trap nights. While it is plausible that greater trap effort in 2025 had 
no additional benefit in catching tenrecs, even if we assume that effort was the same as 2024, the 
trap rate has declined, indicating that there were fewer tenrecs on the island in 2025, or tenrecs have 
learnt to avoid traps. Additional drift fence arrays are planned for 2026 with their placement in new 
areas on the island. To eliminate the threat of tenrecs, every individual, or at least every female, 
needs to be removed in one season.  

Crows 

House Crows continue to populate Ile aux Aigrettes. In September of 2022, with support from the 
NPCS, bait was placed specifically for crows on the mainland opposite Ile aux Aigrettes where crows 
fly to and from the island. Approximately 17 crows that were using the island were killed. Crows were 
not detected again on Ile aux Aigrettes until April 2023, where visitations were of just a few 
individuals, but by September 2023, crow visitation had increased, and nesting started. In 2024, there 
were 87 independent crow observations on Ile aux Aigrettes with a maximum of 24 seen at any one 
time. While in 2023, multiple nests were found and destroyed, only one nest was detected in 2024, 
which was removed. In 2025, the crow counts were stopped, because it was clear that they were 
inflated due to recounting the same individual at any one time, although crow visitation to the island 
by at least 20 individuals was a daily occurrence. In October-November, NPCS repeated their crow 
control campaign, but this time rather than removing the crow threat to Ile aux Aigrettes, it appears 
to have increased with more crows visiting daily. More crows being present in the southeast and 
accessing Ile aux Aigrettes does not only mean a threat to the island, but enhances the risk of them 
reaching the other southeast islets, where they would have devastating impacts upon the unique 
biodiversity. 
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SOUTHEAST AND NORTHERN ISLETS 

BIOSECURITY CHECKS 

For each trip to the southeast islets, all items taken are subject to biosecurity checks, prior to leaving 
the mainland and after arrival. Trapping using Sherman live traps was conducted during the weeklong 
trips to each islet through 2025, amounting to a total of 80 trap nights. Additionally, diurnal and 
nocturnal searches for invasive species were undertaken whilst carrying out the invertebrate, bird 
and reptile surveys. No new incursions were detected. 

In 2022, two new problematic invasive species were detected on Ile de la Passe, the stump-toed 
gecko Gehyra mutilata and the tropical fire ant Solenopsis geminata. Unfortunately, these two highly 
invasive species are still present and established. Focused work is required to try and remove them. 

 

D¦bb9wΩ{ v¦hLb 

BIOSECURITY CHECKS 

CƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ vǳƻƛƴΣ ŀƭƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ōƛƻǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŎƘŜŎƪǎΣ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
mainland and after arrival. ¢ǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ DǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ vǳƻƛƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǘǊƛǇǎ ƛƴ нлнрΣ 
with over 140 trap nights. Additionally, diurnal and nocturnal searches for invasive species were 
undertaken whilst carrying out the surveys across the island. No new invasive species was detected.  

Common Mynas, Acridotheres tristis that were first detected on the island in 2002 are still present, 
but low in number. Trapping has not been effective, such that shooting will be required with 
Government permission. 

 

ROUND ISLAND 

BIOSECURITY CHECKS 

For each trip to Round Island, all items taken are subject to biosecurity checks, prior to leaving the 
mainland and again once the items arrive on Round Island. Through these checks, 47 organic items 
(plant seeds/material, invertebrates, and other organic material), were detected and removed from 
Round Island. 

PLANT NURSERY PESTS 

Pests (herbivorous invertebrates, sap suckers, ants, bacteria and fungus) infected an average of 10% 
of nursery plants through 2025, compared to 40% in 2024. The low percentage of infected nursery 
plants is potentially due to having less individuals of fewer species in the nursery throughout the year 
due to limited access to the island and plants succumbing to a lack of care. 
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VALLEE DE FERNEY  

 

La Vallee de Ferney on the southeast coast of Mauritius. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Following the Strategic Grant obtained by the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation (MWF) from the UNDP 
GEF Small Grants Programme for the project «Optimising the Ferney Valley into a Mauritian 
biodiversity conservation and awareness hotspot», which has now been completed, MWF continues 
to work closely with the Vallée de Ferney Conservation Trust to monitor and manage the Fauna and 
to advise on Flora restoration and ecotourism. Under the UNDP Strategic Grant four endemic bird 
species were re- introduced to the Vallee de Ferney. The Pink Pigeon needs a certain level of 
management which is provided from the Ferney Field Station. Supplementary feeding is provided to 
the Pink Pigeon and the area around the field station protected with predator control. Unlike the 
Echo Parakeets in the Black River National Park, those released at Ferney are not using nest boxes 
but are seen flying overhead from time to time. All species of birds are monitored. 

The Vallee de Ferney is a significant site for the Mauritius Kestrel which was reintroduced by MWF 
to the Bambou Mountain Range from 1988 to 1993 and monitored constantly since then. Forest 
restoration of the Conservation Zone has made great advances in recent years and this needs to be 
maintained along with the plant nursery which supports the work. Advice, training and support for 
the Flora work is available when required and includes the plant nursery, forest restoration (weeding 
and planting) and rare plant monitoring. 
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The objective of the Eco-tours is that the guides are well informed and deliver a professional standard 
of tours to visitors. The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation supports this objective in two ways, by 
reviewing the delivery of tours including coaching and via capacity building. 

 

FAUNA  

PINK PIGEONS 

¶ Translocation and release of 30 Pink Pigeons to Ferney in 2017. 

¶ Pink Pigeons are breeding well at Ferney, 94 birds were ringed since releases were done with 
19 in 2025. 

¶ The possible population in Ferney was estimated as 89 by the end of 2025. 

 

ECHO PARAKEET 

¶ Echo Parakeets were released at Ferney for three consecutive years from 2015 to 2017, with 
73 birds released in total. 16 birds returned to their site of origin; 3 birds are presumed dead; 
1 fledgling was ringed. 

¶ An un-ringed two-year-old male Echo Parakeet (upper mandible turning red) was observed 
ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ άa/рέ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎ YŜǎǘǊŜƭ ƴŜǎǘ ōƻȄ ƛƴ CŜǊƴŜȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ 
breeding attempt was made in the region approximately two years ago.  

¶ An application was made to NPCS for translocation and release of Echo Parakeets in the 
Ferney Valley for the 2023/24 breeding season, unfortunately permission was not granted. 

 

MAURITIUS CUCKOO-SHRIKE 

¶ 16 birds were released up to March 2018. 

¶ The species is cryptic so observations are rare, the use of AudioMoths may help us identify 
where these birds are present. 

¶ hƴŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƳŀƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ нлнл ŀƴŘ нлнм ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !ǊŜŀΩ 
(fenced plot) with no observations since 2021, or in audio recordings. 

 

MAURITIUS PARADISE FLYCATCHER 

¶ A total of 48 birds were hard released in the valley. 

¶ Trials were carried out with different ages and combinations of birds: Juveniles worked best. 

¶ Observations have been very rare: a pair of birds were seen in 2021, a lone Paradise Flycatcher 
was seen on 17/06/2022. On 05/08/2022, a pair of flycatchers were seen in Ferney, and on 
мнκлуκнлнн ŀ ǊƛƴƎŜŘ ƳŀƭŜ ŦƭȅŎŀǘŎƘŜǊ όΨ[ƛƻƴ .ŀōŜΩύΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻmbo in 2016, was 
seen calling and behaving territorially. In 2023 Lion Babe was seen in November and again in 
2024 along with two others. There were no sightings in 2025. 
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¶ Sightings of Flycatcher in Ferney in 2024 (six years after the last release) is a positive sign; it 
indicates that the released birds were successfully anchored to the area and produced enough 
successful breeding attempts to produce offspring. Further surveys will be needed to confirm 
current abundance in the region. 

 

MAURITIUS KESTREL 

¶ Conservation in the Ferney Valley began in 1987 when Mauritius Kestrels were reintroduced 
to the valley, by the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation. 

¶ The eastern population has been monitored constantly since the re-introduction of birds from 
1988 to 1993 and has been healthy and stable for the past decade. The population may have 
entered a state of decline in recent years, with the number of breeding pairs having declined. 
As at December 2023 there are 27 nest boxes within the Ferney Valley. 

¶ The 2025/2026 breeding season officially began in September 2025 when the first eggs were 
found. By the end of December 2025, in the Ferney Valley, 20 breeding pairs had been 
confirmed to have laid 20 first clutches, four second clutches, totalling 81 eggs laid, 37 chicks 
hatched, and 30 chicks fledged. 

¶ Feeding of a wild Mauritius Kestrel adult was continued in 2025. This individual will eventually 
be used as part of a daily feeding presentation to visitors. Having a trained pair allows the 
public to get a close view of the Mauritius Kestrel and is a great aid for building awareness 
and appreciation for the species. 

 

FLORA 

WEEDING, PLANTING, PROPAGATION OF PLANTS 

¶ Advice is given where required covering plant identification, plant nursery practices, 
propagation, weeding and planting. 

¶ Training is given to Ferney staff when required. 

¶ In 2025, we monitored the phenology of Eugenia bojeri and Pandanus iceryi in the valley and 
collaborated on plant propagation.  

¶ Rare Plant exploration was carried out. 

¶ A good number of fruits of Pandanus iceryi were collected but germination at Ferney and Ile 
aux Aigrettes has continued to fail. Further trials were not successful, but in 2026, a novel 
approach will be tried.  

 

OTHER 

ECOTOURISM 

¶ Training of new Guides and refresher training sessions are delivered on request. 
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THREATS 

¶ In 2021, there were reports that the SouthEastern Highway project was under 
reconsideration, following the abandonment of this plan in 2005. There appeared to be no 
development in 2022 but then the threat re-emerged in 2023. MWF has expressed its 
opposition via comments to an EIA and will continue to remain vigilant with regards to this 
project. 
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FLORA 

MAURITIUS 

 

The critically endangered Barleria observatrix flowering. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Mauritius is home to over 691 native species of flowering plants. Over 273 are endemic to the island, 
and 61 have disappeared already. Since humans settled on Mauritius, big expanses of native forest 
were cleared for wood exploitation, agriculture and infrastructure. Now less than 1.3% of the land 
mass is under relatively good native forest cover (i.e. with more than 50% native and endemic plant 
species). The remaining forest is highly threatened by invasive alien species, especially plant species 
such as SǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊȅ όΨ/ƘƛƴŜǎŜΩύ ƎǳŀǾŀ ŀƴŘ ǊŀǾŜƴŀƭŜΦ wŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ 
safeguard the endemic plants but also endemic animals such as bats, reptiles and birds, that have 
ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎ a²C ƛǎ restoring the native forest 
in three reserves: two nature reserves, Ile aux Aigrettes and Round Island and one private reserve, 
Mondrain. Restoration of forest is a long-term process which requires dedication and sustained 
resources. It involves the removal of invasive alien plant species and planting of native plants. On Ile 
aux Aigrettes, the forest restoration is supporting the whole ecosystem restoration work whereby 
exotic mammalian predators were eradicated and endemic animals and ecological analogues were 
re-introduced, reviving lost ecosystem functions. On Round Island removing goats and rabbits and 
replanting has increased the native forest cover and ultimately increased the population of the 
endemic reptile species, some of which were on the brink of extinction. 
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Over 90% of the endemic plant species are threatened with extinction with around 100 species with 
less than 100 individuals remaining in the wild. Whilst restoring forest is beneficial for threatened 
species, those on the brink of extinction requires specific intervention to increase their wild as well 
as their ex- situ population. These actions involve plant search and monitoring; collection of seeds 
and cuttings, propagation; re- introduction in the wild and in the field gene banks; in-situ micro-
management and storing seeds in local and international seed banks for long term storage. The latter 
safeguards the remaining genetic diversity of the species and will provide propagation material in 
later years. MWF runs plant nurseries at Pigeon Wood (Black River Gorges National Park), Ile aux 
Aigrettes and Round Island, and set up a temporary nursery in Mondrain in 2024. Through the rare 
plant work, MWF has rediscovered plant species that were thought extinct and found new 
populations of rare plants. 

The National Land Development Strategy (NLDS) draft report (p 140/141 of the circulated draft June 
2021), see extract below, showed that about 1000 Ha of forest was being lost annually in Mauritius:  

άΧAround 47,000 ha of land are under forest cover of which 25,000 ha are privately owned forest 
lands and 22,100 are state-owned; however, only 6,550 ha of these private lands are protected by 
law as Mountain or River Reserves. Including Black River Gorges National Park (ed.: C, 6700/6800 
Ha) and Pas Geometriques just over 8,000ha of state forest lands are protected as Nature or Islet 

Reserves. 

In 2003 there were 56,600ha of forests (state and private), prior to which time (ed.: period not 
stated), some 10,000 hectares of forest lands had been cleared mostly for infrastructural 

developments, including built-up areas, roads, agriculture, reservoirs, and dams. By 2014 the total 
extent of forest cover in Mauritius had fallen again, by another 10,000 ha to 47,103 ha, representing 

about 25% of the total Χέ 

 

The National Development Strategy report was published in end 2025, but sadly falls short of 
sustainable development standards for a country. 

In 2022, we discussed with several researchers the possibility of documenting forest destruction on 
Mauritius, so as to alert the authorities and the public about this worrying trend. We continue to 
raise awareness against forest destruction and exert pressure on policy makers and landowners. 

MWF co-chairs the IUCN (International Union for the Conservation of Nature) Mascarene Islands 
Plant Specialist Group, with overview on Mauritius and Rodrigues from 2021-2024. The group brings 
specialists together and is working on completing the red-list of Mauritian plants. Since 2013, we 
have included the red-listing of plants endemic to at least two of the Mascarene islands as a priority, 
but funding was lacking. In 2025, we successfully co-applied with the Conservatoire Botanique 
National des Mascarins (CBNM, main applicant) to obtain funds from EU INTERREG to fund the red-
list assessment of these plants. A pre-project planning and dissemination visit was undertaken by 
CBNM staff to Mauritius and Rodrigues, ahead of the full project roll-out. 
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RARE PLANTS PROJECT 

ILE AUX AIGRETTES 

 

Sowing and first potting activity by Quantum & MWF staff  

 

BACKGROUND 

!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎŀƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ 
facilities. In addition, a monthly phenology survey is carried out to evaluate plant health, growth 
patterns, and overall condition. During field visits, GPS coordinates are recorded for any newly 
identified individuals and potential threats assessed. Propagation material is collected when 
appropriate. Targeted micromanagement interventions are implemented when necessary. Rare 
species planted over the past two years receive regular monitoring and appropriate aftercare, 
including watering, mulching, and weeding as needed. Seeds not required for current propagation 
are seedbanked. 

Among the Fruits sown in 2025 were the: Dictyosperma album var.conjugatum, Polyscias maraisiana, 
Dracaena concinna, Olea lancea, Margaritaria anomala, Ochrosia borbonica, Caesalpinia bonduc, 
Scolopia heterophylla, Foetidia mauritiana, Ludia mauritiana, Terminalia bentzoe, Latania loddigesii, 
Sideroxylon boutonianum, Poupartia borbonica and Cassine orientalis. Focus in 2025 was placed on 
the following species: Zanthoxylum heterophyllum, Ochrosia borbonica, Dictyosperma album var. 
conjugatum and Aerva congesta. 
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Flora team collecting seedlings of Dracaena concinna ǎŜŜŘƭƛƴƎǎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ 
of Ile aux Aigrettes. 

 

Explaining the grid system to the new recruits of the Flora Department. 
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PIGEON WOOD NURSERY AND FIELD GENE BANK 

 

First potting at Pigeon Wood. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Pigeon Wood Nursery has been functional since 2001 and some maintenance work has been 
undertaken in 2025. The nursery infrastructure sustained some damage to the plastic covering and 
shade netting during a cyclonic weather. These were subsequently replaced to ensure continued 
optimal growing conditions. 

A plastic lining was installed outside the nursery to create an appropriate hardening area. Seedlings 
are transferred to this outdoor section for acclimatization before being moved for planting. 

The Field Gene Bank was regularly monitored throughout the year to record flowering and fruiting of 
various species, including Gouania tiliifolia, Psiadia cataractae, Tectiphiala ferox, Polyscias gracilis, 
Tetrataxis salicifolia, Colea colei, Bertiera zaluzania, Cnestis glabra, and Crinum mauritianum, among 
others. Routine maintenance was also carried out, with circular weeding around individual plants as 
well as general weeding across the Field Gene Bank to ensure optimal growing conditions. 
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Collecting seeds of Bertiera zaluzania (bois raisin) at Pigeon Wood. 

 

Field visits are carried out across several sites to survey and monitor threatened plant species, collect 
phenology data, and gather propagation materials when available. 

 

The field gene bank is being used for propagation activity. 
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Cuttings of the Threatened Mascarene Ficus lateriflora were collected in the wild, and both stem and 
tip cutting propagation methods were tested. 

 

Propagation trials of Ficus lateriflora using tip cuttings  

 

 

HABITAT RESTORATION 

ILE AUX AIGRETTES 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨwŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘŜǊǊŜǎǘǊƛŀƭ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀōƛǊŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ LƭŜ 
ŀǳȄ !ƛƎǊŜǘǘŜǎΣ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎΩ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмф ǳƴŘŜǊ ²Lh{!t ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
support from MOL Mauritius International Fund, Fondation d'Enterprise Club Méditerrané, NSIF, 
Taylor Smith Foundation, MUA Foundation and other funders. The project aimed to restore the 
native terrestrial habitat and seabird community of Ile aux Aigrettes. The main project activities 
included controlling invasive species including weeding invasive alien plants of the island, planting, 
creation of a seabird area, deployment of seabird attractants which include seabird decoys and 
playbacks of seabird calls.  

No seabirds were known to have returned to nest on the island, but two seabirds were rescued and 
released from Ile aux Aigrettes. The seabird attraction project is showcased in the nursery with a 
signboard, decoys, and Mascarene endemic vetivera grass (Chrysopogon argutus) and explained to 
all visitors. 

A total of 120 bois d'ebene (Diospyros egrettarum), 73 griffe du diable (Sophora tomentosa), 107 
cadoc (Caesalpinia bonduc) and 67 vetivera grasses (Chrysopogon argutus) for seabird areas has been 
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propagated. No planting was undertaken in 2025 due to insufficient rainfall; however, the hardening 
process was initiated in preparation for planting during the 2026 rainy season. 

During 2025 a total of 7.25 ha was weeded, including 7.11 ha of intensive weeding and 0.14 ha re-
weeded. The main target species were small acacia, prune malgache, campeche seedlings, and 
tecoma. Additionally, seeds of Leucaena leucocephala were collected to prevent growth and further 
unwanted propagation of this species. 

 

 

MONDRAIN RESERVE 

 

The Mondrain Reserve is one of the last forest fragments of the Vacoas Ridge. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Mondrain Reserve is a 5-hectare reserve owned by Medine Group and leased to the Mauritian 
Wildlife Foundation (MWF) in 2013, initially for a period of 20 years, on a renewable basis. The 
Mauritian Wildlife Foundation has been involved with Mondrain since 1985 through a collaboration 
with the Royal Society of Arts and Sciences (RSAS) and other partners, to lead the forest restoration 
work and the recovery of threatened plant species. Mondrain is very important from an ecological 
and scientific viewpoint since it is one of the last and best restored forest of its ecotype and it holds 
a community of endemic plants - some being the last remaining populations, some highly threatened 
- which have been nurtured through decades of dedication and hard work. Mondrain is thought to 
be home to 199 species of flowering plants, out of which 142 are threatened, including 49 that are 
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critically endangered and is a good representation of what an original ridge forest might have looked 
like. It is one of the best-preserved ridge forests in Mauritius.  

Funding was secured from BIOPAMA in December 2020 for developing a management plan for 
Mondrain Reserve (Mauritius) using a participatory approach and this was completed in 2022. In 
2023, an agreement was signed between the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation and the Medine Group 
for the extension of the reserve from 5 to 10 Ha, and a lengthening of the agreement to 60 years, in 
line with recommendations from the management plan.  

In 2023, we applied to the European Union Fund to obtain funding to action the management plan 
ŀƴŘ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ άtǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
Development of Ecotourism, and Participative Activities in the MoƴŘǊŀƛƴ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
is being implemented since March 2024. It is co-funded by SBM Mauritius Ltd.  

 

MAIN ACTIONS 

 

Placement of sapplings in holes prior planting by corporate groups. 

 

FENCING 

In 2025 the 5-ha extension was fenced following a competitive tender process. Works included the 
replacement of 20 metres of old fencing and the construction of four access gates, greatly enhancing 
site security and management. 
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New fencing and access gates installed at the 5-ha extension. 

 

PROPAGATION AND PLANTING 

Over 9,100 propagations were made using seeds, seedlings and cuttings during the year. In December 
2025, more than 3,000 seedlings were ready for planting in early 2026 when there would be suitable 
rain. Around 1,500 seedlings were planted through CSR activities, volunteers, and MWF staff 
engagement in 2025.  

 

 
Scouts and corporate groups involved in site restoration activities. 
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EQUIPMENT 

Essential equipment including a brushcutter, chainsaw, augers (for drilling holes for planting), and a 
gasoline-operated water pump was procured to support field operations and irrigation during the 
dry season. 

 

 
Outdoor rain gauge / Auger for drilling planting holes / Strimmer for clearing 

vegetation prior to planting. 

 

STAFFING 

Operational capacity was strengthened through the recruitment of four horticulturist interns and the 
support of two short-term volunteers.  

 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Progress was made on infrastructure planning. A site meeting with a container transporter identified 
critical zones along the access road. Discussions with Medine regarding culvert enlargement at the 
main gate are ongoing. Greenhouse and visitor facility development has advanced through local 
quotations, site visits, exploration of direct sourcing from China (including containerised structures), 
and assessment of tailored solar photovoltaic systems. 

wŀƛƴǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ όŦǊƻƳ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ǊƻƻŦǘƻǇΣ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΣ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴκ ŦƛŜƭŘ 
station), and earth dams will be constructed along existing waterways to capture water. We are 
seeking guidance on the possibility of tapping underground water.  
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CSR ACTIVITIES 

There has been a very positive response from corporates with multiple CSR activities supporting 
planting, weeding, sowing, potting, watering, mulching, and staking.  

 










































































































































