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PREFACE

LG Aa 6AGK AYYSyaS LINARS yR 3aNIGAGIdzZRS GKIF G |
Report for 2025. This year has been a testament to the enduring vision of our organization: to
aF FS3dzr NR al dzNRA (A dza Q dzy A lj dzSngfilly @ Re gidSaNdEoveinént fas K A f
wildlife conservation.

Mauritius, though small in size, has long been recognized as a beacon of hope in the conservation
world. The recovery of species such as the Mauritius Kestrel, Echo Parakeet, and Pink Pigeon,
Rodrigues Warbler and Rodrigues Fody have become emblematichatf dedicated science,
collaboration, and perseverance can achieve. These successes are not only national triumphs but also
global case studies, inspiring conservationists worldwide to believe that even the most critically
endangered species can be brougfaick from the brink of extinction.

In 2025, the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation continued to strengthen its role as a leader in island
ecology and restoration. We are particularly thrilled about our work in downlisting of the Rodrigues
2 Nbf SNJ YR WwW2RNAR3IdzSa C2Re& Re@ Listt P& lwarki in haditgtO S NJy
rehabilitation, invasive species management, and ecological research has been shared with
international partners, contributing to the collective knowledge base that guides conservation
strategies across continents. From Rgdes to Round Island and-BeixAigrettes, our projects have
demonstrated how integrated approachescombining science, community engagement, and
education- can serve as models for conservation in other vulnerable ecosystems around the world.

Equally important has been our commitment to fostering global partnerships. By collaborating with
international NGOs, universities, and conservation networks, MWF has ensured that the lessons
learned in Mauritius resonate far beyond our shores. In doingv&have positioned our island as a
living laboratory of resilience, innovation, and hope for biodiversity conservation worldwide.

As we look ahead, we remain steadfast in our mission: to protect the irreplaceable natural heritage
of Mauritius while continuing to inspire and inform conservation efforts globally. | extend my
heartfelt thanks to our dedicated staff, volunteers, partneesd supporters whose unwavering
commitment makes this work possible. Together, we are not only preserving the wildlife of Mauritius
but also contributing to a brighter, more sustainable future for our planet.

Mohammad Ehsan Dulloo, President, Mauritian Wildlife Foundation







THE MAURITIAN WILDLIFE FOUNDATION

The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation (MWF) is a Registered Charity NGO established in 1984. In 2024
we celebrated our 40th anniversary. MWF works in close cooperation with the Government of
Mauritius and the Rodrigues Regional Assembly, formalized in sepanam@orandums of
understanding. The headquarters is in Vacoas, Mauritius and the Rodrigues branch is based in
Solitude. MWEF is the largest Mauritian NGO to be exclusively concerned with the conservation of
terrestrial endemic species and their habitats, aimdRodrigues has a specialization in habitat
restoration and education. The principal objective of the organization is to save threatened native
and endemic species from extinction.

ACHIEVEMENTS

a2CQa o0Said (y2é6y | OKASOPSYSyild Aa (GKS &l @ay3a 2-
years, brought the Pink Pigeon, the Echo Parakeet and the Mauritius Fody back from the brink of
extinction. MWF's work in the area of captiseeeding and handsn wild management of endemic
animals is of internationally high repute. Our expertise is also being used in Rodrigues to address
problems caused by degradation of habitat. Here we are propagating native plants in nurseries and
planting them out to restore vgetation communities. The Foundation also works actively to restore
offshore islands, by removing exotic vertebrates and plants and by restoring vegetation and
vertebrate communities. The MWF is currently working on several islands including lle autegjgret
Round Island, lle aux Cocos and lle aux Sables. All of these are high profile projects of national and
global biological significance. The MWF believes that the work it is doing benefits the Mauritian
nation both for the present and future generatiohs a2 aid 2F a2 CQa LINRP2SOU:
importance in the conservation of biological diversity and are therefore placing Mauritius at the
forefront of the Conservation world giving a high profile to any projects, which need funding. The
MWEF is raisig the profile of conservation among tourists through the fmarism activities
conducted on lle aux Aigrettes, Mauritius and Grande Montagne, Rodrigues. The MWF promotes
local capacity building and provides employment through its activities. The Maukitidatiife
Foundation wishes to remain a strong, vibrant and innovative organisation.
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1 Save threatened Mauritian species through the restoration of entire ecosystems.

1 Seek new information through field research, data management, captive studies and scientific
collaboration for direct application to restoration methods and management.

1 Share knowledge gained through restoration programmes with fellow Mauritian and
international conservationists.

1 Share the joys and benefits of native wilderness and wildlife with the Mauritian people.
1 Secure the future of Mauritian species through income generation and sound management
of human, fiscal and capital resources.

ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE

MWEF is governed by a Council of 16 members, made up of prominent Mauritians interested in
conservation, representatives from the Mauritian Government's National Parks & Conservation
Service, the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, North of England Zoaldgpciety (Chester Zoo)

and other international partners. MWF employs around 110 Mauritian and Rodriguan staff at all
levels of responsibility, and up to 5 expatriate staff. Their work is supported by up to 20 Mauritian,
Rodriguan and expatriate sdlinded volunteers. MWF and its Council are also advised by several
scientific associates from organisations that fund or support it, namely Durrell Wildlife Conservation
Trust, Botanical Gardens Conservation International, Conservatoire Botanique NatioBaéste
(France), Conservatoire Botanique National des Mascarins (La Réunion), Conservation Evidence,
Wildlife Vets International, North of England Zoological Society, the Institute of Zoology (UK) and
numerous universities.
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
MWFHAS A NEW PRESIDENT

On 1st January 2025, following the resignation of Tim Taylor, Dr. Mohammad Ehsan Dulloo was
appointed President of the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation (MWF), marking a new chapter for the
organisation. With over 40 years of experience in biodiversity coasiery Ehsan brings deep
expertise from roles at the FAO, World Bank projects, and international research institutions. His
legacy includes major milestones such as the creation of Black River Gorges National Park and
AYy2@FGA@S 3t 2 SIRtA Fy2ANT bISERGSIE t A1S a{S

LY KA&a ySg NRtS:I 9Kaly NBFFFANNYVSR az2cCcQa 02V
strengthening efforts to conserve plant diversity through seed banking and genetic safeguarding. He
highlighted the importance of local and international partnershipshastiackbone of conservation
4dz00Saad !'a a2C f221a G2 GKS FdzidsNBzZ 94eam yQa
GAaAA2YE YR O02fttl 02N GA2YyY SyadaNAy3I GKFEG al d
generations to come.
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Dr Ehsan Dulloo, appointed as President of MWF in 2025.
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world, these two endemic species have made a remarkable recovery aftereoltiabitat
restoration and protection.

From populations as low as 30 warblers and just 12 fodies in the 1970s, their numbers have
rebounded to tens of thousands today. This success is the result of sustained efforts by the
Rodrigues Regional Assembly, the Forestry Service, the MWF, and thguaodrommunity.

»

The Rodrigues Fody and Rodrigues Warbler, both downlisted in 2025 to Least Concern.

BUILDING SKILLS FOR THE FUTURE: JAUFFREY MAURER AND THE DE
COURSE

In February 2025, MWF conservation biologist Jauffrey Maurer strengthened his expertise by
completing the prestigious Durrell Endangered Species Management Graduate Certificate (DESMAN)
course on Jersey Island. Over 12 intensive weeks, he trained alocgsiskervationists from around

the world, developing skills in leadership, project design, and species recovery.

WF dZFFNBe&Qa FAYyLFE LINRP2SOG F20dzaSR 2y Ayy20F GA
technology, aiming to better understand nesting behaviour and improve conservation outcomes. He
also contributed valuable local insight during discussions on humillife conflict, particularly
regarding Mauritius Fruit Bats.
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The training also emphasised communication, teamwork, andaseieness, tools that Jauffrey
brought back to his work in Mauritius. Durrell offers MWF one place a year on this course and over
the years it has enabled many staff to enhance their skillssgssdme additional responsibility within
MWEF. Enormous thanks are extended to Durrell for this support.

Jauffrey Maurer receiving his certificate from Mrs Becky Brewer, Durrell CEO

RODRIGUES GRANDE MONTAGNE NATURE RESERVE (GMNR) ECOTO

w2RNA3IdzSa Dabw 90202dz2NBE 62y C¢NAL) ! ROA&AZ2MNNA A
Things to do in Rodrigues the Trip Advisor Website for 2025 maintaining-star rating.

ILE AUX AIGRETTES NATURE RESERVE (IAA) ECOTOURS

Mauritius IAA Ecotours won the Trip Advisor Best of the Best award for the 4th consecutive year. This
award is the highest recognition of Trip Advisor and is presented annually to businesses that earn
excellent reviews from travellers and are ranked in titye 1% of properties worldwide. The Ecotour

is currently ranked as 7th of 27hings to do in Mauritius
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A United Nations guidance publication supporting the Global Biodiversity Framework recognised
a2 CQa SRdzOI (i »publtatiah 2 dainidy far Kif§ Mobilising Education for the Global
Biodiversity Frameworkvas unveiled in late 2025 during the IUCN Congress. MWF is featured
through a dedicated case study included in the annexes under Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF)
Target 6, which focuses on halving the introduction of invasive alien species and retheimng
impacts. Through interactive workshops and outreach sessions, school children, educators, and
professionals- including law enforcement officers, skippers, hotels staff, among othexgre
AYOINRRdAzOSR (2 GKS NX OKY S tadna, astwellaas theNdkeatd theit Ace. Sy RS

cf:’"\
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well as the threats they face
¢1 9 5h5hQ{ [9D!/ ., .hhY [!!'Db/1 LbD

¢tKS 52R2Qa [S3IFroe .221 fldzyOK (G221 LIXIFOS 2y
Provert, Rodrigues. Prof. Carl Jones was the guésiradur,and the event was attended by Dr Ehsan
Dulloo, President; Mrs Deborah de Chazal, Executive Director; and Dr Vikash Tatayah, Conservation
5ANBOG2NI FNRBY al dzZNAGAdza YR a2C ail FETheStdy Ay O,
of Conservation in MdzNR G A dzA QX | dziK2NBR o0& aN) w2RySeé t KAf
of conservation efforts in Mauritius and Rodrigues, shedding light on the challenges and triumphs
that have shaped the country into a global model for ecological restoratiom.eVnt was part of

the MWF's 40th anniversary celebrations and brought the yearlong celebrations to a close.
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on Friday 23rd May 2025 at the same event as the book launch at Recif Hotel, Caverne Provert,
Rodrigues These panels are now used around the island for exhibitions and events and are also
displayed at the Grande Montagr@A & AcérreNJAh@ Mauritius set of panels continued to be
displayed in schools, companies and at various events.

RECORD NUMBER OF PINK PIGEONS RINGED IN 2025

164 Pink Pigeons were ringed across all MWF sites. Most of the birds were ringed as juveniles,
indicating that there has been record breeding productivity in 2025. 28 Pink Pigeons were ringed in
total at Petrin in 2025, this is a new record for the mostkPPigeons ringed at this site. 57 Pink
Pigeons were newly ringed at Plaine Lievre in 2025, this is the second most birds ringed at the site in
one year.







BIRDS
MAURITIUS KESTREL

w

-

The Mauritius Kestrabk one of nine endemic birds of Mauritius

BACKGROUND

The Mauritius KestreFHalco punctatusis unique to Mauritius and is one of the nine endemic bird
species still left on the island. The species was saveatiemis with an increase from just four

known birds in 1974, including a single breeding female, to a peak of about 600 individbhats. It
become a world conservation icon as it is recognised as the most successful recovery programme in
GKS g2NIR 2F Iy FyAYFf aLSOASa FyR GKS LINEAINI

However, because of the destruction and degradation of the Mauritian native forests, the kestrels
are now found only on the eastern and western parts of the island where they continue to face the
effects of habitat degradation, predators and competitordieTeastern population (Bambou
Mountain Range) has been monitored constantly since thatr@duction of birds from 1988 to 1993

and remained relatively stable at approximately-3® breeding pairs for several years (the number

of breeding pairs has been decline in the Bambou Mountains in recent years). Monitoring ceased
for the western populations (Gorges and Bel Ombre) in 2003 due to the success of the recovery
project; however it had to be reinstated in 2008 as an island wide survey in 2007 found a drastic
reduction in kestrel numbers from the estimated 600 to around 325 birds. The findings sadly
confirmed the disappearance of introduced kestrels from the Moka Mountain Range.
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The current monitoring has allowed the identification of the management actions required to reverse
the downward trend in numbers and secure the population. Measures include placing more nest
boxes in suitable habitats to increase the number of breedinigspatudying the genetics of the
populations to identify if genetic management will be necessary; and,headand release birds to
boost population numbers, reintroduce birds into new nesting areas and to establish a habit for nest
box use for the kesels in the western population. For reinforcement release, the field team harvests
eggs and/or chicks to be hamdared at the Gerald Durrell Endemic Wildlife Sanctuary (GDEWS) in
Black River. They are then moved to nest boxes in the identified release fsit a period of
adaptation, they are fed daily until they become independent and can feed themselves at around
100 days old.

Kestrel releases have been done for several reasons; to provide a boost to the declining western
L2 Lddzf F GA2ya OWD2NHSAQ |yR .Sf hYoNBOX G2 o0NRM
population, and to create a habit of nest box use amongst therkés (most Mauritius Kestrels in

GKS WD2NBSAQ LRLJzZ FGA2Yy ONBSR Ay OfATFTTF OF GAGA
some are shallow, some are at high risk from predators such as rats), and as a result Mauritius Kestrels
tend to produce more eggs in nest boxes.

Releases have been done in Bel Ombre (one of the western populations) in the southwest of the
Black River Gorges National Park from 2016 to 2018; Five birds were released in 2016, 21 were
released in 2017 and 21 in 2018. In the 2019/20 breeding seasdesirels were released into the
WD2NHSAQ o602yS 2F (GUKS 6SaiGSNYy LRLJzZ FGA2Ya0 Ay
in 2020/21 due to the COWID® pandemic. This gave the eastern population a break after four
continuous years of harvestingarly clutches had been harvested in the hope that they would be
replaced by second clutches. Unfortunately, even though second clutches were being produced,
most of them were not successful.

In the 2021/22 and 2022/23 breeding season, the hagaking and release of kestrels continued in

0KS WD2NEBS&aQ® b2 (SaiNBt NBtSIFrasSa oSNBE R2yS X
to give the eastern population (Bambou Mountains) an oppaitiurto recover from years of
harvesting, but also, to give us the opportunity to investigate the high levels of chick mortality
experienced during hantearing in the 2022/23 breeding season.

In the 2024/25 and 2025/26 breeding seasons, additional efforts were made to understand the
factors that might be preventing the kestrel population from increasing. Almost all eggs produced
were examined to determine fertility. In 2025/26, further effortgere made to gather more
information that might help identify limiting factors impacting the population; camera traps (secured

via a conservation award from the African Bird Club) were placed in as many nest sites as possible as
soon as egg laying was confed.

The latest scientific findings illustrate that there is no room for complacency. The Mauritius Kestrel

is indecline,and serious efforts will need to be invested in the coming years to safeguard the species
from extinction.

¢CKS al dNAGAdza YSadNBf 461 a8 RSOfFINBR WiKS bl A2
accession of Mauritius to the status of Republic on 12th March 2022.

s L
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MAIN ACTIONS

1 All nest boxes in the Western and Eastern populations were cleaned in théreeding
period (March to August 2025); all old nesting substrate was removed and replaced with clean
substrate. This measure helps provides a more hygienic environment foraadgshicks in
the breeding season and might potentially help improve breeding success.

1 All nest boxes were maintained to ensure they were secure and in suitable condition for
breeding in preparation for the 2025/2026 breeding season.

1 For the 2025/2026 breeding season, when eggs and chicks were present in a nest site,
insecticide was added to the nesting material. This was done to try to reduce the mite load of
chicks thus potentially improving their physical condition and probabilftyswviving to
fledge.

1 Most nest sites in the Western and Eastern populations that had eggs in the 2025/2026
breeding season were visited for candling (54% and 81% of clutches produced were candled
respectively); during egg candling, the eggs are removed from the nest sitdightlia shone
through each egg to assess the fertility status and viability of the egg. This data will be
analysed to see whether egg fertility and embryo death are significantly impacting Mauritius
Kestrel breeding productivity.

1 Population monitoring in the western and eastern populations was carried out as usual with
an estimated population of around 250 birds.

In the Ferney Valley in 2025, supplementary feeding of a wild adult female Mauritius Kestrel
continued. The feeding of this individual will eventually be used as part of a daily feeding presentation
to visitors. Having a trained kestrel allows the pubtigét a close view of the Mauritius Kestrel and

is a great aid for building awareness and appreciation for the species.

P
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PINK PIGEON

The Pink Pigeors one of the world's rarest pigeen

BACKGROUND

The Pink PigeorNgsoenas mayas&i Aa 2yS 2F (GKS 62NI RQa NI NBai
known at its lowest point in 1990. In the last 30 years, an integrated management approach of captive
breeding, releases, habitat restoration and predator control has seen the populationeet over

600 wild birds. Whilst the conservation work to date has saved the species from imminent extinction,
a2C OFyy2i NBtFTE Ay AdGa STF2NIa | yR NBRdzOS (K
rarity, mainly restricted and degradingative habitat and introduced predators, still prevail and
unless we continue to manage the effects of these limiting factors, the Pink Pigeon may face the
prospect of extinction once again. There is one subpopulation of Pink Pigeons established on the
offshore island of lle aux Aigrettes and six more in the Black River Gorges National Park. Two of these
sites, Pétrin and the Lower Black River Gorges, are open to the public and the birds can easily be
seen. In 2017, 30 Pink Pigeons were released in FerdieyMa 2018, 50 Pink Pigeons were released

in Ebony Forest. These releases have increased the area occupied by Pink Pigeons and was one of the
factors that has allowed the population to exceed 600 birds in 2023. Reaching a population size of
more than 6@ has been an important objective for the project as it is believed to be the minimum
viable population size for an avian species.

To provide birds for the additional subpopulations and to provide genetic diversity to the current
populations, a captive population of Pink Pigeons has been set up at the Gerald Durrell Endemic
Wildlife Sanctuary (GDEWS). The offspring of these birdseniélleased into the wild.

18



A study supported by our University partners has identified that birds from European & USA zoos
have genes that are missing or undepresented in the wild birds in Mauritius. These genes,
reintroduced to the birds in Mauritius, should improve breedingductivity and strengthen
resilience, e.g. in fighting disease. Birds will be imported and bred to provide fledglings to be released
into all the subpopulations to increase genetic diversity. Three male Pink Pigeons in 2019, and four
in 2025 were repatriad to Mauritius from Jersey Zoo (Durrell).

The genetic management of the Pink Pigeon is an indication of success and maturity of the project,
and very few conservation initiatives worldwide are at this stage of management.

The conservation work done to date has been very successful, leading to the Pink Pigeon being
downlisted from Endangered to Vulnerable in November 2018 and a population exceeding 600 birds
as from 2023.

MAIN ACTIONS

T

T

Populations were managed by the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation at eight sites with an
estimated possible population of some 626 birds by December 2025.

164 Pink Pigeons were newly ringed across all MWF sites in 2025, this is the most Pink Pigeons
ever ringed in one year in the history of the project. Most of the birds were ringed as juveniles,
indicating that there has been record breeding productivit2025. 28 Pink Pigeons were
ringed in total at Petrin in 2025, this is a new record for the most Pink Pigeons ringed at this
site. 57 Pink Pigeons were newly ringed at Plaine Lievre in 2025, this is the second most birds
ringed at the site in one year. Twig-eight Pink Pigeons were newly ringed at Pigeon Wood,

14 at Combo, 16 at Bel Ombre, two at the Lower Black River Gorges and 19 at Ferney in 2025.

Several Pink Pigeons were killed or injured due to collision with vehicles in the-Bednnd
Bassin region. We are continuing to lobby and work with the relevant authorities to try to
resolve this problem which has been ongoing now since October 202#&aftier) and
resulting in at least 35 known bird casualties. We have kept alerting the authorities about the
hazard these sections of the road represent to wildlife (but also people), but no concrete
solutions were implemented.

At GDEWS, four more Pink Pigeons were repatriated from Jersey Zoo (UK) in February 2025
and were brought to GDEWS at the end of May 2025 following the completion of a quarantine
period.

At GDEWS, the captive Pink Pigeons were paired at the end of 2025. Durrell Wildlife
Conservation Trust (DWCT) sent a staff member, Miss Harriett Whitford, to assist, advise and
train the team. The 2025 captive breeding period was kept short and only dlarigairs

were mixed in order to prioritise training of the team but also involve a minimum of one
repatriated bird in each pair. A number of birds rejected partners and thus could not be
paired. Six eggs were produced in total from two different patkssix eggs proved to be
fertile. All fertile eggs hatched successfully. Four of the Pink Pigeon squabs died, and two were
reared to fledging. The two offspring produced contain a mixture of genetic material from the
current wild Pink Pigeon populatiomd from birds repatriated from the captive population

in Europe (Jersey Zoo (UK)). These two fledglings therefore possess a unique mixture of
genetic material and should be another important step towards the genetic management of

[ L
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the Pink Pigeon population. Investigation is ongoing to determine the cause of mortality of
the four Pink Pigeon squabs that died.

1 Scientific progress continued on the Dodo-@sdinction in the US, with the highlight being
the successful culturing of the Primordial Germ Cells for pigddresMauritius Dodo Advisory
Council was formed, bringing together people of diverse backgrounds and interests
connected to Mauritius or Dodos (artists, scientists, business etc) to discuss related matters.
The group met on a few occasions in 2025. PrdfJoaes and Dr Vikash Tatayah are members
of the group.

ECHO PARAKEET

The Echo Parrakees the last endemic parrot of the Mascarenes

BACKGROUND

The Echo Parakeeilexandrinus (Psittacula) eqyes the last endemic parrot of the Mascarenes and

was close to extinction as the wild population numbers were estimated at around 20 birds in the mid
1970s. The Echo Parakeet is closely associated with good quality native forest, and the decline of the
bird has been due to habitat loss and degradation, which cause a shortage of food and tree cavities
for nesting. Predators and competitor species and disease severely impact the survival of Echo
Parakeets.

20



The population today is over 600 birds thanks to a conservation programme that has included rescue
of eggs and chicks in the wild, captive breeding and rearing, releases into the wild, pest and disease
control, supplementary feeding nest site provision dmabitat restoration. The Echo Parakeet is
arguably the most successful parrot restoration programme and is a model for the rescue of other
parrots worldwide. The immediate challenge is overconfsiftacineBeak and Feather Disease
(PBFD), a deadly viral disease, whilst long term, it is genetic management of the population to
promote genetic diversity and laregeale habitat restoration that will provide for natural food and

nest sites. Despite the diseasatbreak in 2005, the population continued to grow, which indicates
that the current management is adequate.

However, the total population was found in the Black River Gorges National Park, and in order to
further secure the Echo Parakeet from a localised event which could severely impact on the
population, a suitable area with good quality native forest wasfified in the Bambou Mountains.

Three translocations of Echo Parakeet fledglings were done by MWF to the Ferney Valley from 2015
to 2017 with 73 birds released. In 2018 and 2019 translocations to a new area of suitable forest in
the southwest, Ebony Forest Chamarel, were carried out by MWF with 50 birds released over two
translocations. In

2019 Ebony Forest staff took charge of all conservation monitoring and management within Ebony
Forest. Three translocations of Echo Parakeet chicks were done by the Ebony Forest group to Ebony
Forest from 2021 to 2023, totalling 51 birds. In 2024/2025 Ebeny Forest group did a translocation

2F Hn 90K2 tIN)r1SSta OKAOla G2 +=I1fttSS RS Q9.
Mountains since MWF completed releases from the Ferney Valley in 2017. The surviving individuals
of this cohort werereleased by the Ebony Forest group at the end of 2025 following issues with a
PBFD outbreak.

The Echo Parakeet population is monitored to understand population dynamics and the provision of
supplementary food will support general bird fithess and breeding success. Our university partners
have undertaken many studies which look at PBFD, supplemefgading, genetics, and population
dynamics, all of which will inform conservation actions in the future.

There were two PhD studies that were undertaken by two students from DICE (University of Kent,
'YX wSo6SOOF [2dz0K YR wlky3aiaySsS {lFy1K2Y ol {1}
t K5 LINRP2SOG o6FdzyRSR o6& (GKS ! YOSEbOWYSRSHKE NIDE
adzLILX SYSYy Ul NBE FSSRAYyIS AYONBSRAY3I YR RASH 2y
LINP2SO0G o0FdzyRSR o6& | tK5 aOK2flI NAEKALI FNRY (K.
genomics and disease of Echo Parakeetd'the findings of her study helped pave the way for the
award to Prof Jim Groombridge of a NERC research grant for a project that is now examining the
ASYy2YAO aAadyl Gdz2NBa 2F K2ad NBaradlyoS (2 OANX
Parakets and thePsittacineBeak and Feather Diseag®.third PhD study is being carried out by
Adrien Gellé at the University of Nottingham Trent (UK) which will be investigating whether it is
possible to improve demographic monitoring in the Echo Parakeet through advanced captke
recapture models.

A feasibility study for the reintroduction of the Echo Parakeet to é&ini®n was completed a few
years ago, and its implementation is at the administrative level of the Reunionese authorities.

o, L
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MAIN ACTIONS

l

l

Monitoring and supporting the population in the Black River Gorges National Park was
ongoing with an estimated population of over 600 birds.

All known nest sites numbering 180 were visited to identify if there were breeding attempts
of which 143 were recorded with 376 eggs laid, 200 chicks hatched and at least 131 fledged.

Predation of Echo Parakeet chicks by @ating Monkeys Nlacaca fascicularjswas a
significant issue in 2024/2025, with monkeys having opened several nest boxes and predated
the chicks inside. When the issue was identified, all nest boxes in the region were visited and
additional securities were installed on the nest boxes. €fisrt has continued in 2025 to
ensure that all nest boxes are secured, and no further monkey predation has been detected.
Observations of Echo Parakeets in the Bambou Mountains continued in 2025:rgyed

juvenile male Echo Parakeet was observed in the Ferney Valley in September 2025. These are
birds released by MWF from the Ferney Valley between 2015 and 2017 or anéftpeng

of these released birds.

MAURITIUS OLIVE WHIEEE

The Olive Whiteeye is consid

.

reds themost threatened endemic bird of Mauritu
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BACKGROUND

The Mauritius Olive Whiteye osterops chloronoth®ss thought to be the rarest and most
threatened of the endemic Mauritian birds. The number of Olive Waites has fallen
drastically since the early 1970s, coinciding with the last lagde forest clearance in
Mauritius. In 2005 conservation actiona® considered essential to decrease the risk of
extinction of this attractive small bird whose habitat had dwindled to a small known area in
the Black River Gorges National Park. The aim is to save the Olive-aihitdrough
protecting them where they oeo on the mainland, maintaining a population of birds on the
predator free island of lle aux Aigrettes and releasing them into areas of suitable habitat on
the mainland where key threats have been addressed. In Combo (Black River Gorges National
Park) wedentify nests and monitor breeding success to increase our knowledge of threats
to the species.

From 2005 to 2009 eggs and chicks were rescued from failing wild nests, and brought to the
GDEWS to incubate the eggs, hand rear chicks and then release the fledglings onto lle aux
Aigrettes. The release was very successful, and the population reachedivi@uals in 2016.

A team of biologists monitor the progress of the birds on the island to understand the species
biology and habitat requirements. It is now possible for the public to have a glimpse of the
Olive Whiteeye, one of the most threatened bisdn the world, on a visit to lle aux Aigrettes.
The population on the island is now (December 2025) 38 birds and is in a state of decline.
House crows that have become common on lle aux Aigrettes are likely predating individuals
of all ages this combinedith an accumulation of inbreeding is likely driving population
decline. There is an urgent need for intensive crow control measures on the island followed
by supplementation of the Olive Whieye population with new individuals from the
mainland.

Intensive monitoring efforts were reinitiated in Combo in 2023/2024, but with a shift to focus
more on population density, with less emphasis on breeding productivity. This shift was made
so that population trends can be tracked overtime on the mainlamadlowing us to detect a
population decline if it does occur. In 2024/2025, the surveying effort was expanded to cover
most of the historical range of the Olive Whigge on the mainland. This mainland survey

was repeated in 2025/2026 and further expandedcbver areas that were not surveyed in
2024/2025. Areas surveyed between 2024 and 2025 included: Combo, Combo Chasse, tea
fields, Bois Sec Chasse, Gouly Pere and Gouly Fils nature reserves, Grand Bassin area, Pigec
Wood, Piton Savanne, Bassin Blanc, &l&&¥ des Couleurs, Mare Graviers, Mount Cocotte,

l £t SEFYRN} Clffa>x CNBRSNAOI [ KIFIaasSz [/ SNF
Champagne, Black River Peak area, Monvert and Domaine de Lagrave. Olivey@4hitere

found to be present in all the samregions as identified in the last MWF survey done in
2011/2012¢ indicating that the mainland population has likely remained stable over the last

14 years. When birds were detected, where possible they were caught and ringed to help
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with the estimation of the number of pairs. 38 birds were ringed in total in 2024/2025 and 50
were ringed in 2025/2026.

Research has identified that rats are a major limiting factor for the Olive Véiie
populations on the mainland. Smaltale rat management has proven to be effective at
reducing this threat, but there is maeed for largescale rat management in the form of a
mainland island to ensure Olive Whigége population longerm persistence. The 5.6 ha

WYl AYyflIYyR AaflyRQ Ay . NAaAS CSNJI gl a Sadaglkof A
February 2021. If rat almadance is successfully controlled in this area of {gjghlity native

forest this will provide a future reintroduction release site that will allow us to create more
Olive Whiteeye subpopulations, and so further protect this Olive WHaye from the rislof
SEGAYOUGAZ2Y® LY (GKS TFdzidaNBz 65 F2NBasSS GKI
suitable forest within their former range on the mainland such as Bel Ombre, but also
potentially Flat Island. A mainland island was created in Combo by iINRIESBIlack River
Gorges National Park in 2023, with Goodnature traps placed in a grid formation from the field
station down to the ford. These traps will benefit several Olive \Wéyte territories that exist

in the area.

MAIN ACTIONS

1 The population on Ile aux Aigrettes was monitored intensively to identify the maximum
number of individuals and detect breeding behaviour and activity with an estimated
population of around 38 birds.

1 The population on lle aux Aigrettes is supported by supplemental feeding via 22 feeding
stations.

1 The surveying effort covering most of the historical range of the Olive Vélyieeon the
mainland was continued in 2025/2026 and further expanded to cover areas that were not
surveyed in 2024/2025. Olive Whitg/es were found to be present in all the saregions as
identified in the last MWF survey done in 2011/20g2indicating that the mainland
population has likely remained stable over the last 14 ye&fs.birds were ringed in
2025/2026. This is the most Olive Whieyes ever ringed on the mainland in one year and is
setting the groundwork for population monitoring over the coming years.

T ¢KS odtp KI WYFLAYflFIYR AaflyRQ Ay . NAaS CSI
control area of the same size and is an option in the future for a translocation of the Olive
White-eye.
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MAURITIUS FODY

The Mauritius Fodys restrictedto the Black River Gorges National Park and lle aux
Aigrettes

BACKGROUND

The Mauritius FodyHoudia rubraq is a small charismatic weaverbird endemic to Mauritius. The
number of fodies has fallen drastically since the early 1970s, coinciding with the lasstailgdorest
clearance in Mauritius. In 2002 conservation action was considered essential to detiteassk of
extinction of this attractive small bird whose habitat had dwindled to a small known area in the Black
River Gorges National Park.

We aim to save the Mauritius Fody through protecting them where they occur on the mainland,
maintaining a population of birds on the predator free island of lle aux Aigrettes and releasing them
into areas of suitable habitat on the mainland where key thsdeve been addressed. Our biologists
were based in Pigeon Wood (Black River Gorges National Park) to identify nests and protect them
from predators, as well as monitor nesting success to increase our knowledge of threats to the
species.

Having identified predators as the main threat to the species, concrete action was undertaken from
2002. From 2002 to 2006 MWF rescued eggs and chicks from failing wild nests to incubate eggs, hand
raise chicks and release fledglings onto lle aux Aigrettes population on lle aux Aigrettes reached

a high of over 400 around 2018, at which time it was thought carrying capacity had been met,
however, the population is now below 150. Asian House Cr@uwsv(s splendehsiave become
common on lle aux Aigrettes and are known to destroy Mauritius Fody nests and are suspected
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predating individuals of all ages, this combined with a probable accumulation of inbreeding is likely
driving population decline.

The number of Asian House Crows seen on the island has been increasing over the last few years.
The crows are believed to predate individuals of all ages and are known to destroy nests.
Approximately 25% of nests that were detected were destroyed by cio@825/2026. The National

Parks and Conservation Service controlled crows on mainland Mauritius opposite lle aux Aigrettes in
September 2022, which helped significantly reduce the number of birds visiting the island, but Crow
presence on lle aux Aigrettegarted to increase again since 2023, with crow nests found on lle aux
Aigrettes and in Pointe Jerome towards the end of 2023 and in 2024. NPCS conducted further crow
control in 2025, but this proved not to be as successful as 2022, with no noticealdetiompcrow
presence on lle aux Aigrettes. At the end of 2025 it was observed that at least 90 crows were roosting
on lle aux Aigrettes, this is the most crows ever observed on the isldrdle is an urgent need for
intensive crow control measures on the island followed by supplementation of the Mauritius Fody
population with new individuals from the mainland.

A team of biologists monitor the progress of the birds on the island to understand the species biology
and habitat requirements. It is now highly likely for the public to have a glimpse of the Mauritius Fody
on a visit to lle aux Aigrettes.

Surveys of the Mauritius Fody on the mainland were initiated in 2024/2025 and were continued and
expanded in 2025/2026 and they indicated that the mainland population has likely remained stable
over the last 14 years.

MAIN ACTIONS

1 The population on lle aux Aigrettes is monitored and supported by supplemental feeding with
an estimated population of 183 (December 2025).

1 The 9.75 ha mainland island in Brise Fer continued to show lower rat abundance than a
control area of the same size and is an option in the future for a translocation of the Mauritius
Fody.

1 Surveys of the Mauritius Fody on the mainland were continued and expanded in 2025/2026.
Areas within their former range were visited. Mauritius Fody were found to present in all the
same regions as identified in the last survey done in 2011/204@icating that the mainland
population has likely remained stable over the last 14 years. During the 2024/2025 survey 52
Mauritius Fodies were ringed, and in 2025/2026 64 were ringed. This is the most Mauritius
Fody ever ringed on the mainland in one year anskeiting the groundwork for population
monitoring over the coming years.
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MAURITIUS CUCKEBBRIKE

o AR

The Mauritius Cuckaeshrike is a secretivé rboreal bird

BACKGROUND

The threeyear island wide survey of Passerines carried out from September 2011 to March 2014
indicated the decline of the Mauritius Cucksbrike Coracina typicaboth in distribution and total
population size. Preliminary observations indicate the decline is caused by predation of eggs and
chicks. Action is required to address this decline. A study has identified that there is habitat in the
Ferney Valley for th®auritius Cuckoeshrike, which is currently absent there. The Mauritius Cuekoo
shrike is a declining endemic passerine in Mauritius that was once found in the valley, but it was
LINPOFofé& SEGANLI GSR Ay (GKS mopnQ@d o6& 2NHIy2 0K

To reintroduce the cuckoeshrikes, handeared birds were identified as the best method as it
increases the probability of birds fledging. From 2014 a field team was based in and around the Brise
Fer area in the Black River Gorges National Park to loestis and clutches of eggs and chicks for
harvesting. The eggs and chicks were hand reared at the Gerald Durrell Endemic Wildlife Sanctuary
(GDEWS) in Black River under the supervision of Chester Zoo (UképhdtdfEn moved to the Ferney
Valley for a period of adaptation in an aviary before being released into the forest.

In the 2015/16 season, two birds were released in Ferney Valley, nine birds in the 2016/17 season
and in the 2017/18 season, five birds were released. In recent years, most observations in Ferney
have been of a single male Mauritius Cuclsbwike within the fenced plot; it was seen on multiple
occasions between October and December 2019, and in September 2020 and November 2021. No
cuckoashrike have been seen in Ferney since this observation in 2021.
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These releases in Ferney constitute the first time a cucltoike had been handeared and released,

and we encountered several difficulties in doing so successfully. The project was put on hold and
methodologies reviewed and researched. The resumptiothefproject will depend on resources
being available both within MWF and from our international partners and permissions from the
authorities.

Monitoring of the Mauritius Cuckashrike in the Brise Fer area continued after the Ferney releases.
There were no field staff assigned to monitoring in the 2020/21 breeding season; in the 2021/22
breeding season, one staff was recruited to the projecte Thain aim of the fieldwork was to
determine whether intensive rat control had any beneficial effect on breeding productivity. The birds
are very cryptic, difficult to find and just two nests were located. However, observations of juveniles
indicated thatapproximately seven fledglings fledged in 2021/22.

MAIN ACTIONS

1 There were no field staff assigned to this project this breeding season 2025/2026.
1 Any observations of the Mauritius Cucksbrike by field staff are noted and reported.

MAINLAND ISLAND AT BRISE FER
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Brise Fer in the Black River Gorges National.Park
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BACKGROUND

Research has identified that rats are a major limiting factor for the critically endangered Mauritius
Olive Whiteeye ¢osterops chloronothpsSmalscale rat management has proven to be effective at
reducing this threat, but there isaneed for lafgeO £ S NI G YIF yIF 3SYSyid Ay
Aafl yRQ (2 S-fyd papufatioh lbnigetns pesistende.S
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benefits local native species. Brise Fer, located in the North of the Black River Gorges National Park,
was chosen as the location for the first mainlandnslas it is an Important Bird Area, is closed to

the public, is easily accessible and contains suitable habitat to support a reintroduction release of
Olive Whiteeyes. The benefits of a mainland island for other species would also be significant as rats
impact negatively on endangered birds, reptiles, plants and invertebrates.

The first step in the process of developing a mainland island was determining the most effective and
efficient rat control method. Field experiments carried out in Brise Fer between August 2016 and
August 2017 determined that Goodnature® A24-gesdktting traps (referred to as Goodnature
traps), arranged in a 25 x 25 m grid formation over 0.56 ha, was the best method for controlling rats
when compared to poisoning and snap traps.

A second experiment was initiated in August 2017 to determine whether the Goodnature traps could
work as well over a larger area with bigger intervals between the traps (50 x 50 m grid over 2.25 ha).
The second experiment ended in June 2018, and the eshlbwed that the trap arrangement was

not sufficient to keep rat abundance significantly lower than in a control grid where no rat reduction
measures were taken.

The third experiment was established in November 2018. Goodnature traps were arranged in a 25 x
25 m grid formation (due to the findings of the second experiment) over an area of 5.6 ha in Brise
Fer.

Additional predator trapping measures were included in the form of 31 box traps (arranged in a 50 x
50 m grid formation) and five large metal box traps in order to control other invasive predator species
(namely feral catsrelis catusand mongoosedierpestes auropunctatiis

The box traps, when used, are checked every morning after being set and recorded for any activity.
The use of predator box traps was discontinued in October 2020, this was done in order to determine
whether the Goodnature traps functioning alone were stéfint to control rat abundance. Predator

box traps are labour intensive, so if the Goodnature traps are effective when functioning alone as the
only rat control measure, the removal of predator box traps will significantly reduce labour, and also

will reduce the operational cost of a larggeale mainland island.

To obtain a predator index and show its variation over time, 30 sand pits and 30 wax and chocolate
chew cubes were placed randomly on the grid points in the mainland island grid every week for 24
hrs on fixed days.

A control area of the same size was also identified, 100 m away from the mainland island grid,
consisting of 30 points of sandpits and 30 of chew cubes, as the predator index. In the control there
was no trapping or Goodnature traps. The sand pits and dileeks had a spacing of 25 m between
them. Every week, the sand pits asetand chew cubes are placed on the grid points and checked
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after 24 hrs on fixed days. The use of sand pits was discontinued in July 2019 as predator tracks were
often too difficult to discern and would be washed away by rain.

By December 2020 the mainland island had been in operation for 26 months; average rat index over
that time was 13% in the mainland island compared to 63% in a control grid of the same size. Rat
abundance in the mainland island fluctuated over time; thihaught to be linked to two factors,

one is natural annual fluctuations in the Black FRat{us rattug population and the second is periods

of time when gas canisters (that power the Goodnature traps) could not be changed for various
reasons.

The operation of the 5.6 ha mainland island came to an end in January 2021. In February 2021, all
Goodnature traps in the 5.6 ha mainland island wergaositioned as it was found that the spacing

did not always respect the 25 x 25 m grid formation. Inlyedarch 2021, 70 additional newly
purchased Goodnature traps were added to the mainland island to expand the grid. The 5.6 ha grid
was expanded to the North and Westnd now has a coverage of 9.75 ha. The 9.75 ha mainland
island differs to thes.6hamainland island in that it is truly orientated North to South and East to
West.

Since the establishment of the 9.75 ha mainland island in March 2021, rat index was done on a weekly
basis up to June 2022, as from July 2022 it was done once a month. Rat index increased in the
mainland island to unusually high levels towards the endQ#12 In July 2022, the location of the
chew cubes for the rat index were changed, and the frequency of placement was reduced from once
a week to once a month. This change was made since there was concern that individual rats had
become accustomed to thedation of several chew cubes, hence inflating the rat index. This change

in placement seems to have been effective; when the chew cube placement was changed in July 2022
and based on monthly rat index values obtained up to September 2023, the averagelyna@ith

index value was 1.5% in the mainland island vs 32.6% in the control area. The rat index therefore
remained consistently low in the mainland island after chew cube locations and placement frequency
was changed in July 2022. The rat index values wbdesver the 14 months between July 2022, and
September 2023 is a clear indicator that the mainland island is maintaining significantly lower rat
abundance compared to the control area. Rat index sampling was discontinued as from October 2023
as we had atrady proven the efficacity of the mainland island at reducing rat abundance; this has
allowed a further reduction in labour for operating the mainland island.

As from June 2023, gas canister checks for the Goodnature traps were reduced from every two weeks
to once a month. This change was made to see whether this reduction in labour had a significant
impact on rat detection in the mainland island. No significgtminge was seen in rat index values in

the mainland island from June to September 2023 when gas canisters were checked on a monthly
basis rather than every two weeks. It was therefore decided to continue only checking the gas
canisters once a monttithis has allowed a significant reduction in labour for operating the mainland
island.

An option going forward is an expansion of the grid at Brise Fer.
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MAIN ACTIONS

1 Operation of the 9.75 ha mainland island in Brise Fer continued throughout 2025. Goodnature
trap functioning was tested once a month.

1 Gas canister checks for the Goodnature traps carried out once a month
1 Chocolate lures are replaced six monthly

AUDIOMOTHS

TS

A\ -

—
An AudioMoth is a small, leaost acoustic recording device used by researchers for
monitoring and conservation.

BACKGROUND

A grant from the African Bird Club funded the purchase of 15 AudioMoth® devices in 2021. The
devices were acquired to deploy in the Ferney Valley with the aim of confirming presence / absence
of bird species that we have released in the area; Echo ParaReg Pigeon, Mauritius Cuckoo
shrike and Mauritius Paradise Flycatchers.

In 2021, a calls database was created by recording birds in the field at targeted sites where their
abundance would be high, confirming which calls are for which species and then inputting this
information into the software. Olive Whiteye and Mauritius &dy calls were collected from lle aux
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Aigrettes, and Pink Pigeon and Echo Parakeet from Brise Fer. Once the database of bird calls was
achieved, work began deploying the AudioMoth in Ferney to determine what birds were present.
Placement of devices was centred around the Mauritius Cuckwibe release site to determine
whether there were any Mauritius Cuckebrike present in the area. Four endemic birds were
detected: Mauritius Bulbuls, Mauritius Grey Whiges, Mauritius Kestrels and Pink Pigeons. No
Mauritius Cuckoeshrikes were detected.

For further deployments in Ferney in 2022 the devices were placed on the eastern border of Ferney
as a pair of Mauritius Paradise Flycatcher had been observed here earlier during the season, however,
no Mauritius Paradise Flycatcher were detected. Thendivces were placed in the fenced plot to
search for Mauritius Cuckeshrike but none were detected. In August 2022 the deployment was to
target the beginning of the breeding season where activity and vocalisation should greatly increase.
The following edemic species were detected on several devices: Echo Parakeet, Mauritius Kestrel
and Mauritius Grey Whiteye but no Mauritius Paradise Flycatcher or Mauritius Cuchtoike.

MAIN ACTIONS

1 Discussions with acoustics expert Dr Shyam Madhusudhana of Curtin University Mauritius in
2023, revealed that we needed a custanade software for effective detection of endemic
Mauritian bird species calls in audio recordings. Dr Madhusudhana proposeiketiizvelop
a software for autodetecting Olive Whiye calls for MWF using machine learning.

1 MWEF provided audio files that were recorded using AudioMoth devices on lle aux Aigrettes
(within which we had annotated 100 individual Olive Wketige calls) to Dr Madhusudhana
so that he could develop the software. In 2024, Dr Madhusudhana provided adfisson of
the software to MWF, and we began testing the effectiveness of the software by running
audio files recorded on lle aux Aigrettes and seeing whether the software correctly identified
Olive Whiteeye calls within the recordings. The results luéde tests will be provided to Dr
Madhusudhana and they will be used to refine the software. This project continued into 2025.
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GERALD DURRELL ENDEMIC WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

L
. L bal¥ <L
-

IR A S,

" View of the Ger

s

ald Durrell Endemic Wildlife Sanctuary, Black River village

BACKGROUND

The Gerald Durrell Endemic Wildlife Sanctuary (GDEWS), also known as the Black River Aviaries, is
captive breeding centre set up for saving endangered endemic birds and bats. GDEWS is a small
facility but yet has been critical for saving near extincimaals and supporting studies on captive
animals that have improved science and conservation.

The centre supports the fauna conservation programmes by providing facilities to captive breed,
incubate and handear animals to reintroduce to the wild to boost populations, providing training
facilities for aspects of animal husbandry and to take cdrsick animals. It also keeps captive
populations of animals for research purposes to better understand their behaviour, diets and habits
which in turn support efforts to maintain the wild populations and guide conservation actions. A
number of animal husindry protocols have been devised and improved through works at the centre.
Additionally, GDEWS houses a collection of Critically Endangered endemic plants in a secure
SYGANRYYSYG o0So3ad LI DidtyospérBa abuintantahjudgattm Hoi® puans w2 y
Foetidia mauritiana bois tambourTambourissa quadrifiJawhere seeds can be collected for
propagation for the MWF Rare Plants project and subsequent reintroduction to the forest.

In 2015 intensive captive breeding of the Pink Pigeon was reinstated at GDEWS. Captive breeding
consists of pairing male and female Pink Pigeons and then incubating eggs and rearing squabs either
through artificial means or using Barbary Dove foster paeiihe offspring produced through the
captive breeding are then released into the wild to create new subpopulations of birds as well as for
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reinforcing current subpopulations, for example, on lle aux Aigrettes and in the Black River Gorges
National Park. In 2019, three Pink Pigeons were repatriated from Jersey Zoo, Channel Islands, UK,
FYR FFAOGSNI ljdz Ny yGAYS |0 . Nivede séntQtd® GOEWS lfuitier? v |- €
repatriation of four Pink Pigeons was carried out in February 2025.

In 2016 the hand rearing of the Mauritius Kestrel was resumed and continued for four seasons. Due
to the COVIEL9 pandemic and the impossibility of obtaining an experienbaddrearer from
abroad the hand rearing was then put on hold for the season 2020/21, then two more seasons of
hand rearing were done in 2021/22 and 2022/23.

In 2019 hanedrearing of cuckoeshrikes was put on hold having begun in 2014.

The Gerald Durrell Endemic Wildlife Sanctuary is managed collaboratively by the Mauritian Wildlife
Foundation (MWF) and the National Parks and Conservation Service with specialist assistance from
abroad (e.g. Durrell, Zoological Society of London, Willléts International, Paignton Zoo and
contracted handrearers) when required.

MAIN ACTIONS

1 Due to the growing number of rescued waterbirds (Wkidded Tropicbirds, Rethiled
Tropichirds, Wedggailed Shearwaters, Common Noddies, Green Herons) and Mauritius Fruit
Bats, animals were diverted to private and voluntary carers, with our contindette and
assistance.

1 Captive breeding and rearing of Pink Pigemese conducted, as well as management of a
colony of introduced Barbary Doves as foster parents for Pink Pigeon.

1 During the 2025/26 captive breeding season, six fertile eggs were produced, six Pink Pigeon
squabs hatched and two survived to fledge successfully. Investigation is ongoing to determine
the cause of mortality of the four Pink Pigeon squabs that died.

1 We received technical assistance from the Durrell Wildlife Conservation -Tdessey Zoo
(UK) for the Pink Pigeon captive breeding.
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REPTILES
MONITORING AND TRANSLOCATIONS
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Monitoring of the kéelscaled on Round Island

BACKGROUND

The small islets around Mauritius support numerous unique species that were once abundant on the
main island but are now found nowhere else in the world. Several species, particularly reptiles, are
now restricted to single island populations, where theg at great risk of extinction from the same
threats that caused their loss elsewhere. Many other threatened Mauritian animals and plants are
dependent on the unique geckos and skinks for their survival, meaning their preservation is crucial
for sustainingsland communities and local biodiversity.

Since 2006, MWF, NPCS, and Durrell, with support of the Forestry Services have been reintroducing
threatened reptile species to other islets, with 2,609 reptiles from seven species released to one or
more of eight different islets through direct translo@at, captive headstarting within Mauritius and

OF LJIIA DS ONBSRAY3I (i 5d2NNBffQa WSNERSE %220 CdzN
been moved from six islets to establish captive assurance populations at Jersey Zoo or for research
at JerseyZoo and London Zoo. Of these captive assurance populations, a total of 244 eggs of the
lesser night geckaNactus coindemirengiiave been returned for placement on lle Marianne and
following the Wakashio oil spill on llot Vacodbkese actions are enhancing the conservation status

and knowledge of these threatened reptile species.
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To date, the distribution and abundance of five threatened Mauritian reptile species have been
substantially increased. A sixth species, the oraaged skinkGongylomorphusf. fontenayi was

GNI yat20FiSR FTNBY Ala 2yte (y2ey (20F0A2y 2Y
to its extinction caused by Asian House ShreSusmtus muringon Flat Island.

These actions have led to the downA a G Ay 3 2 F (i KPBelsid \juertH{BakD keel 3 S 01
scaled boaCasareadussumierion the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Major threats (e.g.,
introduced predators, habitat loss/degradation) continue to be addressed to lessen the risks of
extinction for these reptile species, and reintroductions have contributed to the rebuildingsb
Mauritian ecosystems. However, invasive species remain a serious threat. Since 2006, we have
detected 43 animal invasion events on 11 islets by 16-mative species, of which early detection

and removal/eradication has been possible in 27 casesub 2025, work has been ongoing where
possible for the control and/or removal of four problematic invasive species on two islets. Where
removal of invasive species has been possible, it has prevented irreversible damage to islet
biodiversity.

To maintain this success, MWF and Durrell need to continue the high level of research and monitoring
on the islands to direct appropriate conservation management decisions, detect and adapt to
emergent threats, and continue to build upon what has beentsthrfor the conservation of
endangered island communities.
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BACKGROUND

Through the 2024/25 breeding season, 42 eggs were monitored across 13 nest sites on lle aux
Aigrettes. Of the 42 eggs, 34 had a known outcome of having hatched or failed, the hatch success
rate was 73.5%. This hatch success is lower than what is expectdekfspecies. When comparing

the hatch success to previous seasons, there is some evidence to suggest that the invasive House
CrowCorvus splendemsay be impacting egg survival. From 2023, crow visitation to lle aux Aigrettes
started to increase again, compared to the absence of crows on the island in the 2022/23 season,
where the hatch rate was 97.7%. The absence of crows was due to the contrpaiganby the
National Parks and Conservation Service in the southeast of Mauritius preceding the 2022/23 season.
Across all 15 seasons, since geckos were released, in seasons with crows (n = 9) 466 of 579 eggs witt
a known outcome hatched and without (n = 6) crows 531 of 591 eggs with a known outcome hatched.
Due to the different numbers of eggs found and monitorettke season pooled hatch rates were
calculated at 80.48% (95%CI: 7%82.64%) with crows and 89.85% (95%Cl. 8R23.6%) without

crows. While this may all be indicative that crows are having an impact on hatch success, further
work is required to includether plausible explanatory variables that may affect hatching success,
such as nest site microhabitat, nest location, rainfall, temperature, impacts of cyclones and other
seasonal trends.

On Round Island, during the 2024/25 breeding season, 195 eggs were monitored across 23 nest sites.
Unfortunately, due to the inability to access Round Island for prolonged periods through the hatching
season it was impossible to know whether 135 of theselggd hatched or failed. Of the remaining

60 eggs that could be monitored to hatch or fail the hatch success was calculated at 86.7%, which is
in the expected range for the species. From 2015 to 2025, the average hatch rate on Round Island in
the absence bcrows has been 87.81% (95%Cl: 8632029%) and as such similar to lle aux Aigrettes

in seasons without crows.

DNYGKSNDR&a 3I3S012a NP y20d2NA2dzat e RAFFAOdzZ G 02
both day and night. Nevertheless, we attempt to keep track of their relative densities through
independent, repeated count surveys within set areas eadr.y@etection varies greatly between
surveyors, and we rely predominantly on experienced staff to conduct the surveys. For the first half
of 2025, we had mostly new staff conducting surveys, where through reviews of data and training,
detection and data qgality improved by the middle of the year. There were 160 independent surveys

of adult geckos on lle aux Aigrettes through the year, but data for 120 surveys were used, once it was
shown that staff were proficient with the surveys and gecko detection. BBb2the encounter rate

was 0.239 (95% CI: 0.X&R296) adult geckos per person hour. This result is no different to the
previous seven years suggesting that the population size of adult geckos has not changed
substantially. On Round Island, there wereyotdn surveys through 2025, giving an encounter rate

of 0.217 (95% CI: 0.068.369) adult geckos per person hour. This result has broad confidence
intervals due to the limited number of surveys, but overall since 2018, there has been no substantial
difference in the encounter rate of adult geckos per person hour on Round Island (see Round Island
section).
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on the island to estimate their abundance and no surveys were conducted. Restoration of the
population will not be possible until Tenre€gnrec ecaudatuare removed and House Crows are
effectively controlled, as both are known invasive predators of small vertebrates, including reptiles
(see Invasive Alien Species section).

b2 GAfR KFEGOKfAY3 ¢StEFIANDRA alAyla oSNBE O2ff
skinks were observed.

l'd GKS SyR 2F SIOK &8SINE ¢S dzyRSNIF 1S +y AydS
the abundance of each reptile species and determine the health of focal reptile species like the
¢CSETFIANRE al1Ay1P® ¢KS &SI Y toYopeyi bpfappRoxiraadely 22kivila¥ S G €
pathways and transect lines to conduct the surveys. The survey was undertaken in November 2025.
¢KS FRdzf G LI2LJzZ | GA2y &aAl S 27 -toR48F whichi¥idthexdndey | a
expected for the islath, but considerably lower than the population boom detected in the last
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monitoring trip of 2023, where adult population size was estimated at 37,185 (95% CI: -15,330
29,366). Comparison of body condition to the previous survey and to Round Island found that there
was no significant difference for male or female skinks. This2dgnd G NI §Sa G KI G GKS
L2 LJdzf F GA2Y 2F ¢St FFANRAE alAyla NBYlFAya KSIFfaK

CKS ¢StFFIANRAE a(1Ay]l LRLWAFIGAZY 2y w2dzyR Latly

SOUTHEAST ISLET REPTILES

Ille aw Fouquets, also known as Ile au Phare

BACKGROUND

CKS a2dziKSIFad AatSda adzil2 NI §GoNgl@norghysRoBjefih O &
. 2 dzil 2 y QCayptéblephaiis doutordind lesser night geckdgactus coindemirensis

.22SNDNa aliAyla oSNBE 2y0S 6ARSALINBIR (KNERdJzZAK2 dz
few islets in the north and the tiny islet, llot Vacoas in the southeast. Maintaining unigue genetic
variation on llot Vacoas, this southeastern form wasistacated to lle aux Fouquets and lle de la
Passe from 2007. In 2021, a year after the Wakashio oil spill, it was found that there had been a slight
RSOfAYS Ay (GKS |FodzyRIyOS 2F . 22SNDa aljAyla ¢
whether the populations had been significantly impacted upon from the oil, due to gaps in the
surveys caused by Covid 19 restrictions. Cardiff University showed that the small number of skinks
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collected from each islet population within days of the oil spill and taken to Jersey Zoo, retained the
genetic structure present prior to the oil spill. Assessment of samples obtained from the wild
populations after the oil spill has revealed they weré mopacted upon by the oil spill. However, the
results showed that the translocated populations on lle aux Fouquets are suffering inbreeding
depression and the lle de la Passe population is not in genetic equilibrium with the other populations.
The plan nw is to obtain permission to restock the translocated populations with captive skinks at
Jersey Zoo, which is the most effective and efficient action in terms of time and cost, while providing
an exit strategy for the captive animals.

. 2dzi2y Q& alAyla Ay al dzNR (A dziiopidanhitie, huiNaBtigieddr® f &
HampE GKS L!/bQa {1Ay]l] {LSOAIFLftA&ad DNRdAzLJ NBI a
endemic. With the small population in the South of Reunion nahdeletected for more than 20

years (and was restricted and small even then), the skinks are now thought to only be endemic to
Mauritius and found on eight islets and four small locations on the mainland coast but once had a
wider distribution. Through wdr on the islets, tissue samples have started to be obtained to
determine the genetic structure of the species and whether the mainland populations that are under
increasing threat of localised extinction retain genetic variance not captured within the isle
populations.

¢KS £SaasSN) yAIKG 38012 Ftaz 2y0S KFIR I 8ARS F
and Pigeon House Rock in the north and llot Vacoas in the southeast. Given that the southeast
population was thought to retain unique genetic variation, indals from llot Vacoas were
translocated to lle Marianne in 2011. Subsequent work by Cardiff University has shown that the
a2dzi KSFad 3SO12a FNB 3ISySGAoOrftfte RAAGAYOG TNP
there had been an overall declimethe abundance of lesser night geckos compared te\WMakashio

oil spill levels. However, due to gaps in monitoring data caused by the-C@wviestrictions and
timings of surveys, a definitive decline in population sizes caused by the oil spill adulse n
substantiated. Nevertheless, genetic results through Cardiff University in 2023, indicated a significant
change in genetic structure for both southeast islet populations following the oil spill. Fortunately,
the small number of geckos that were capd within days of the oil spill and taken to Jersey Zoo,
were found to retain the unigue genetic structure of the i spill populations. Through 2023 and

2024, preparations were made for the return the lost genetic variance through the timely radéase
captive eggs. By the end of 2024, the herpetological staff at Jersey Zoo had expertly managed the
captive population for maximum egg output for their return to Mauritius. The team in Mauritius had
also made the necessary preparations for the carefubasé of the eggs within purpose built
KFGOKAY3 dzyAda G2 o6S LIIFOSR gAUKAY aStSOGSR ac
islets. On the 9 January 2025, with the support of British Airways, 57 eggs were carried in a secure
unit by Matt Goetz (Zoological Director (interim) and Curator, Herpetology & Invertebrates) from
Jersey Zoo to Mauritius. The eggs arrived on th& Jé@nuary and after Veterinary checks were
immediately taken to llot Vacoas to be placed within 25 subterranean release units within the range
of the lesser night gecko. Following the release, fiorénightly monitoring trips were made to check

on the eggdo the point past their maximal expected incubation time. Of the 57 eggs, 50 hatched to
give a hatch success of 87.72%, which is comparable to the hatch rate in captivity. However, one of
the hatchlings was found to have been predated by invasivhéiged antsPheidole megacephala

While data do not exist to estimate the survival of hatchling geckos, population viability models
compared to observed population trends predict it is likely to be less than 40% from hatch to
adulthood. Of the 49 surviving hatchlings, it is likely trewdr than 19 will reach adulthood to
reproduce and thus return genetic material will be lost from the population. Therefore, a series of
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egg releases were planned and on thé"Ihecember a further 142 eggs were brought to Mauritius
with British Airways by Durrell staff Ciaran Westgate and Emma Michel. The firgilpostment egg
check on the 28 December found that 13 had already hatched, but one egg had been predated by
big-headed ants. Close monitoring of the eggs will continue into 2026.

In 2024, reptile monitoring trips were carried out on each of the southeast islets to monitor the
invertebrates, birds, reptiles and to detect, and where possible, remove new invasive species
incursions. There was a total of 1,082 independent transecteysrday and night across the islets to
monitor the reptiles in a way that different analytical methodologies can be used to determine
changes in abundance. The densities of lesser night geckos on Ille Marianne and llot Vacoas had not
changed significantyAsy OS HnanHn® hy LfS | dzE C2dzjdzSda | yR
similar to just afterthe ol LA £ £ = o6dzi &aAIYAFAOLyGfe& f26SN GKI
skink density was similar to 2023, but significantly greaterthan dtizra & 2 A€t aLIAff &S|
skinks on lle aux Fouquets, their density was similar to 2024, but significantly lower than previous
8SIFNB Lkad 2Af aLAtftod hy LES RS €F tlaasS FyR
than in 2024, busimilar to previous years post oil spill. It is evident that there is much variation in

the densities of the endemic reptiles between islands and survey years following the oil spill years,
which requires closer examination.

KEELSCALED BOA
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BACKGROUND

As part of the ongoing process of rebuilding the threatened reptile communities, 7&&aleld boas
HFSNE NBAYGNRRAdzZOSR (2 DdzyySNRa vdz2Ay o06SG6SSy w.

Ddzy Yy SNRA& vd2Ay 6ta QGAAAGSR AY b2@SYOSNI HAHpZ
conducted than planned, due to the limited number and availability of experienced staff. Over three
nights, nine independent surveys within the three survey amgase completed and seven snakes
(one male, four females and two juveniles) were captured. All four female boas were newly caught
and microchipped for individual recognition. All snakes were in good body condition. However, in the
2025 survey, only one repture of a previously microchipped snake was made, which makes it
impossible to obtain a reliable capture mark recapture estimate of abundance. A further nine snakes
were detected across the island during the line transect Distance surveys.

While a capture mark recapture estimate of abundance is not yet possible, an encounter rate of adult
boas can be estimated. The number of adult boas encountered per person hour was calculated at
0.352 (95%CI: 0.131.572), which is similar to the last estaite in 2023 at 0.356 (95%CI: 0.169
0.542). The encounter rate on Round Island through 2025 was 0.710 (95%C0 .0&Byadult boas

per person hour. While there are many factors involved with comparing these estimates in terms of
detection variationbet Sy a4 dzNIWSe2NBR |yR KFIoAdlIGX GKS NBAY
is doing well and from the line transect surveys, the snakes are island wide.

LESSER NIGHT GECKO TRANSLOCATION
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The lesser night ge&:ko'is asrﬁall, nocturnal gecko endemic to Mauritius's offshore
islets
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BACKGROUND

' FGSNI @8SIENR 2F LI FYYyAy3as GKS mun fSaaSRbufdh IKG
Island in November 2022 (see previous MWF Annual Reports from 2022).

Normally, capturemarkrecapture and body condition data are obtained for the translocated lesser
YAIKG 3SO012 LRLMzZE I GA2Yy |y RactukddrrelairhkoRgh yepeatéd dzNINB
surveys. However, due to the lack of permissions for work permits to recruit Round Island wardens,
or to renew the work permits of the skilled dedicated staff employed on the project, there were
limited staff available to conduct the sways.Other factors were delays in obtaining permissions to
access the islands and poor weather preventing access, no specific surveys took place through 2025.
However, lesser night geckos were observed within the proximity of the release enclosures in
October 225, which at least demonstrates they are still present.

SERPENT ISLAND

Serpent Island has a unigeeosystem and biodiversity

BACKGROUND

In November there was an opportunity to access Serpent Island for an overnight visit. The island is
notoriously difficult to access, work on and to stay overnight, requiring very specific weather
conditions. Since the first documented visit in 1844 theagénonly been 18 visits to the island, most
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of which have lasted a few hours. The trip in 2025 was the fourth overnight trip ever to have been
documented.

The purpose of the trip was to obtain Sooty Tern samples (see Seabird Community section), but gave
the opportunity to survey and sample other species on the island. Through rapid day and night
surveys, crude estimates of the endemic populations of the®@ea a1 Ay {1 YR { SNLJ
geckoNactus serpensinsuaSNBE Y|l RS® . 22SNDa aiAylasz 6KAOK |
other populations were estimated to be in the low thousands, compared to approximately 700
individuals estimated previously. A slightly more accurate, but still crude estimate a@e for the

night gecko at 5,490 (95%CI: 2,53,@70) individuals.

Morphometric data, tissue and faecal samples were obtained for the night gecko, for which very little
is known. Further work is required and if conditions are suitable a team will try to return in 2026.

A full report of the 2025 expedition was submitted to Government.

TORTOISES
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“An Aldbraortoise roaming on Round |

BACKGROUND

Mauritian tortoisesCylindraspispp. had an important role in the native ecosystem as browsers,
grazers, and seed dispersers. Many native and endemic plants have evolved with and adapted to the
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presence of tortoises. Since the Mauritian tortoises' extinction, many functional links have been lost
within the ecosystem. To remediate this, we are using a close relative of the Mauoittaise, the
Aldabra tortoiseAldabrachelys gigantefiom the Seychelles as a replacement teaaivate the lost

plant- tortoise interactions on lle aux Aigrettes and Round Island. The tortoise work aims to manage
adult freeroaming tortoises on lle aux Aigrettes and Round Island. The tortoises on lawitissire
closely monitored and studies have been set up to assess their impact on the ecosystem.

FREEROAMING TORTOISES

Through 2025, monitoring on lle aux Aigrettes remained consistent, with 317 observations of the 26
free-roaming tortoises, which are regularly checked upon to determine their condition, health,
location and of course presence. In 2025, due to the issuasdassing Round Island, the capture
mark-recapture survey could not be conducted. However, 133 observations were made of 119
individuals in addition to 23 juvenile tortoises that were newly found and were large enough to be
microchipped. Given that annuaurvival probability is very high combined with the newly
microchipped individuals the population size continues to increase, with the last estimate in 2024
suggested there are at least 850 microchipped tortoises on Round Island.

TORTOISE HEALTH

Great care is taken to ensure the health of all tortoises being managed, but particularly for juveniles
being headstarted within captive conditions on lle aux Aigrettes. Intestinal parasites are naturally
found in wild tortoises, but in captive conditiomghere tortoises are held at high densities, such as

in the headstarting facilities on lle aux Aigrettes the risk of transmission is elevated. Greater
transmission can lead to elevated parasite prevalence in the captive population and higher parasite
load within the individual, ultimately leading to health problems. To mitigate the potential issue
within the captive facilities, feeding trays and water wallows are cleaned and faeces are removed
daily within each enclosure. As an additional precaution giktiea juvenile tortoises on lle aux
Aigrettes are dewormed annually. Screening of a sample number of captive tortoises in 2025
revealed low parasitic worm prevalence and load, demonstrating the effectiveness of the control
measures in place. Furthermoreg mther symptomatic signs of disease were detected. Each month
every captive/enclosed individual (identified from a unique colour code painted on the carapace, or
if the individual is large enough an inserted microchip) is individually measured and wemhed
determine its condition. Through our Aldabra tortoise specific condition calculator, we can indicate
if an individual is underweight and immediately provide supplemental care. Individuals were
identified as underweight at some point through the yeadamere given supplementary food to
remedy the situation. While enough food is provided, larger and bolder tortoises can dominate the
feeding tray, preventing others from accessing at times, requiring observation and close
management. Through the care prded a 99.5% survival was obtained in 2025.

Prior to any releases onto an island all individuals undergo disease screening and quarantine. Post
release freeroaming tortoises are frequently checked upon to detect any symptoms of disease,
general condition and to detect any injuries. Additionallycleaear freeroaming tortoises are
sampled to obtain body condition data, although due to the limitations of operating on Round Island
with few staff through 2025 this was not possible. On lle aux Aigrettes, 19 of the 26 tortoises were
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measured and weighed, finding that all were in good condition. A small sample of theofreeng
tortoises are also screened for intestinal parasites with the most likely points for-terssnission

of disease are the artificial water troughs/wallowsdaadditionally on Round Island the dams for
water harvesting. Water troughs on lle aux Aigrettes are cleaned daily and are regularly checked and
cleaned on Round Island to reduce the transmission. However, for Round Island this was rarely done
in 2025, dughe absence of staff through much of the year. Nevertheless, screening of tortoises on
lle aux Aigrettes and Round Island found no evidence of intestinal worms.

MANAGING TORTOISE POPULATIONS

Tortoises interact with the environment they are in and one way of assessing this interaction with
the vegetation specifically is the use of exclosures. These are fenced areas where tortoises are
excluded access. The tortoise exclosures tes®blish theseed bank of threatened herbaceous
species in the soils on Round Island were completed and are working well to keep tortoise out, but
very little work was conducted in 2025 to establish the plants. Large areas of tortoise exclosure to re
establish the fem Phymatosorus scolopendria re-planted canopy forest was found corroded,
allowing tortoises access. Work in and on these exclosures will hopefully continue in 2026.

Through the limited surveys on Round Island in 2025, individual hatchlings were detected emerging
from their nests. As more tortoises reach sexual maturity, the number of hatchlings will increase and
despite Round Island being mostly bare rock or covaresthallow soils, suitable nesting sites are not

yet a limiting factor. The actual carrying capacity for tortoises on Round Island is not yet currently
known, but we need to ensure they do not reach densities where they start to have negative impacts
upon the ecosystem. Discussions have been initiated on potential methods to maintain overall

densities below 25 adult tortoises per hectare of their range, but this cut point will change as we

learn more about their impact in relation tortoise numbers and biomas
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ISLANDS
ROUND ISLAND
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Rund IsId is a Closed Nature Reserve, 22.5 km off the-pagthcoast of Cap
Malheureux

BACKGROUND

w2dzyR LaflyRY HmMdp KIFIX A& dzyRSyAlof e al dzNA (A dza
or significantly large remnant populations of endemic plants, reptiles and native seabirds. The island
was spared from predators, such as cats and rats thaetcaused irreversible damage elsewhere,

but goats and rabbits were introduced in the early 19th century, which caused severe loss of soil and
vegetation. Poaching of seabirds was a common activity on the island.

By 1986, the herbivores were eradicated, and closer management put an end to seabird poaching by
1997. A field station was built and has been mostly permanently staffed since 2002, which has
allowed MWF and its partners to achieve a greater impact to mtoded restore the island, control

or eradicate invasive plants and replant many areas on the island.

Restoration activities on the island has supported the recovery of the unique reptile community,
where the overall abundance has now increased by more than 4,000%, since the 1970s. For example,
the keelscaled boa population has increased from approxinya@ individuals in the 1970s to now

more than an estimated 10,000 adults. The recovery of reptiles has permitted their reintroduction to
other islands from 2006 (see reptile section). The cessation of poaching has permitted seabirds to
recover with an ovell increase of more than 2,500% in seabird abundance from the 1970s. Round
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Island supports the largest populations of Raded Tropichirdd?haethon rubricaudayhite-tailed
tropicbirds Phaethon lepturusand Wedgetailed Shearwaterg\rdenna pacifican the Southwest
Indian Ocean. Research has led to a greater understanding of the seabird community including
resolving the identity of the Round Island Pefféérodroma arminjoniana

The restoration of Round Island has been initiated, but we need to continue to restore the island,
conserving its unique plants and animals, which will take decades. This will include saving from
extinction two endemic plants that are in precipitous deelifherva congestaand Phyllanthus
revaughani), tracking of seabirds to understand where they travel to (thus identifying Marine
Important Bird Areas and assessing the impact of global climate change), monitoring the response of
threatened reptiles to restoration activities, curbing soil erosion atahting to restore functional
communities that benefit the resident endemic animals.

Round Island has been an important training and research ground for local and international
restoration practitioners and scientists. Being one of very few islands in the world to have never been
colonized by invasive rodents or reptiles, combined withang extensive restoration work and
pioneering research on highly threatened and unique animals and plants, the global significance of
Round Island is increasing as a leading site for conservation and scientific excellence.

The work on Round Island is a collaborative project between the Ministry of-lAdustry (the
National Parks and Conservation Service and the Foresty Service), the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation,
and the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust.
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REDTAILED TROPICBIRD

The RedTailed Tropichird is a seabird native to the tropical Indian and Pacific aceans

BACKGROUND

Redtailed Tropicbirds are found across much of Round Island and a small colony to the south of the
island has been surveyed almost monthly since 2004. In 2025, there was some disruption to the
monthly surveys due to poor weather, cyclonic activity in thgion, lack of staff and obtaining
permissions to access Round Island. The small colony was surveyed only three of the planned twelve
times throughout the year.

Through the three surveys, 146 birds (51 adults and 95 chicks) were encountered, which consisted of
44 individual adults, of which 19 were newly ringed and an additional nine fledging chicks were
ringed.

In 2015, we changed the R¢diled Tropicbird survey area to make it possible to survey within one
morning. The data from 2004 have therefore been truncated to the new survey area allowing us to
Y2RSt GKS &aSFoANRQA LI Lz I G apprgxim@elyl Iyha Sreal Th& & d
abundance of adults has increased substantially since 2012 and is now likely to have reached its
carrying capacity. Due to the number of birds, the survey is again taking longer than one morning and
was meant to have been adelssed in 2025, but now pushed back to 2026.

Due to the limited survey effort in 2025, the results are questionable, but provided an estimated
population size of 1,119 (95%CI. 86@46) adult birds using the survey area. Since the population
size appeared to plateau from 2019, the pooled annualltegtom 2019 to 2024 provide an overall
mean of 842 (95%Cl: 88B%6). Despite the low survey effort in 2025 leading to broad confidence
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intervals they do not overlap with the 204024 estimate, which may suggest that the population
in the survey area has increased. It is hoped that surveys in 2026 are not disrupted, as they have been
in 2025, to determine whether the population has indedthnged.

The estimated annual apparent survival probability for 2025 was 0.852 (95%CHO0882), which
Ad ARSYGAOFt (G2 LINB@A2dza &8SFNRQ SadAyYlidiSo

ROUND ISLAND PETREL

A Round Islan Petrel

BACKGROUND

Every two months, the aim is to survey all five main colonies of Petrels across the island are surveyed.
However, through 2025, due to limited staff, no wardens combined with limited ability to access
Round Island due to poor weather conditions and theklat permission, only three surveys were
attempted where only one was fully completed.

Through the surveys 111 active nest sites were detected, which included 88 individual adults of which
14 were newly ringed. Of the active nests 26 contained chicks of which three were ringed and 63
nests contained an egg at some point across the surveys.

Due to the limited survey effort in 2025, the results are taken with caution, but provided an estimated
population size of 1,119 (95%CI: 86@46) adult birds using the survey area. Since the population
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size appeared to plateau from 2019, the pooled annual results from 2019 to 2024 provide an overall
mean of 842 (95%CI: 8B%6). Despite the low survey effort in 2025 leading to broad confidence
intervals they do not overlap with the 2022024 estimate, with may suggest that the population

in the survey area has increased. It is hoped that surveys in 2026 are not disrupted, as they have been
in 2025, to determine whether the population has indeed changed.

Owing to the poor survey effort in 2025 and incomplete survey events, it was expected that the
annual survival estimate would be biased, thus affecting the abundance estimate. Therefore, the
population model was forced to keep survival as a constant, whieelkan assume was the case for
2025, given that all previous analyses on the data set that spans from 1993 have produced best fitting
models where apparent annual survival was constant. The constant survival model provided an
apparent annual survival pralbility of 0.965 (95%CI: 0.9682967) and an abundance estimate of
2,064 (95%CI: 1,932,211) adult individuals using the island. This estimate is not substantially
different to the model adjusted 2024 estimate of 2,139 (95%CI: 10988) adult individals.

Research on existing data collected as part of the-t@engn monitoring programme continues to be
carried out to explore variation in migration strategies of Round Island petrels. Between November
2009 and June 2016, 421 geolocators were deployed to ravigcatory movements outside of the
breeding season. Approximately 80% of the geolocators have been retrieved to date. Through 2025,
three geolocators were retrieved from individual petrels and will be sent to the ZSL Institute of
Zoology.

SEABIRD COMMUNITY
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BACKGROUND

At the end of 2021, research was initiated to investigate the connectivity between seabird
LJ2 LJdzf F GA2ya @GAOUKAY GKS 2SadGdSNY LYRAFY hOStHyo
AafllyRAK [/ 2yySOGA@Aate 27F ¢SaidsS Nysseksytiedegyee of OS |
connectivity between island colonies for five very different seabird species (frigatebirdootst

booby, sooty tern, tropical and wedgeiled shearwater) by establishing the rate of transfer of
genetic material between colonie¢ A ®S®> 3ISYyS TFi260d ¢KAA GAff
YEYEF3ISYSyld dzyAdGaQ YIRS dzLd 2F 2y S 2NJ Y2-fededd O2 y
boobies and wedg¢ailed shearwaters will be tracked to identify their foraging hotspots amal t

dzy RSNI @Ay3 Sy@ANBYYSy(lf RNAGSNB (2 ljdzkr yiATFe
environment is for dispersing seabirds. It is hoped that the outcomes of this research will guide the
scale at which seabird conservation policy and actions sHmikkt in the Western Indian Ocean. Dr
Malcom Nicoll from the ZSL Institute of Zoology is leading the research within Mauritius. With Round
Island supporting the largest breeding colony of Wethijked Shearwaters in the Southwest Indian
Ocean, this is anof the colonies that will be surveyed, including a Wetigked Shearwater colony

in Rodrigues and Sooty Terns on Serpent Island.

In November 2025, there was a small window of opportunity to access Serpent Island while Dr Nicoll
was present in the country. The trip was led by Dr Nik Cole and represents the 19th known visit to
the island since it was first accessed in 1844. Blood ksmmgnd morphometric measurements and
weights were obtained from 18 Sooty Terns.

In 2023, monitoring of the Wedgmiled Shearwaters breeding effort on Round Island was
established at the three southern colonies. Monitoring consists of four short periods of a night or
two through the year: (1) counting nesting burrows in early Septem{@ counting the number of
burrows with an egg, (3) obtaining data on the number and condition of chicks at the end of January,
and (4) the number of chicks close to fledging or not in early March. Unfortunately, due to the
disruption of accessibilityotRound Island no surveys could be completed in 2025.

Masked boobysula dactylatrattraction continued on Round Island through 2025, using decoys and

a playback system of masked booby calls. However, the camera traps placed throughout the decoy
colony could not be managed for much of the year and have yet to detect any boobies Visitmg

the Serpent Island, although for the first time a juvenile was seen to land on the island, but far from
the attraction site. Given similar systems of attracting seabirds to new nesting grounds elsewhere it
may take years to attract the boobies. In28) work needs to be conducted to fix camera stands that
have corroded and planning is required to enhance the attraction system. Masked Boobies are only
known to use Serpent Island within the Mascarenes and repeated counts through visits from the
1950 hae estimated approximately 50 pairs, with a maximum of 120. During the trip in 2025, the
visiting team estimated the population size to be at least 1,000 pairs.
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KEELSCALED BOA
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A juvenle keekcaled boa on Round Island

BACKGROUND

Each month, the team aim to visit six, ehectare quadrats (Coastline, Mixed weed, Palm, Rockslab,
Summit and Wasteland) across Round Island at night to conduct nocturnal reptile surveys. Given the
issues of staffing and access stated previously, onlsuiieys were completed. A total of 53 boas

(44 adults and 9 juveniles) were found during the surveys as part of thedomgstudy to monitor

the health, survival and relative abundance of the snake.

Twenty newly detected boas were microchipped in 2025.

Survey results show there were 0.801 (95%CI: 0402Q1) adult boa encounters per person hour in
2025. With few surveys conducted the confidence intervals are so broad, it is impossible to know
whether the relative abundance has changed.

Despite the uncertainty over abundance, the boa population on Round Island appears very healthy,
with no detectable change in average body condition.
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BACKGROUND

A total of 43 geckos (37 adults and 6 juveniles) were found during the monthly quadrat surveys as
part of the longterm study to monitor their relative abundance.

During a survey of the Mixed Weed quadrat (a quadrat that contains a restored canopy forest) in
November, 25 adult and 4 juvenile geckos were detected. This high detection is extraordinarily high,
as since 2002, the maximum number of adults and juvens¢satied in this quadrat has been 6 and

3, respectively. Only once before has an equal number of geckos been detected in a Palm quadrat
survey. It is unknown why so many geckos were present, but with so few surveys conducted in 2025
and this outlier of a dection rate for the specific quadrat produces much uncertainty with the
estimated relative abundance. For 2025, the adult gecko encounter rate per person hour was 0.543
(95%CI: 0.021.065). As with the estimate for the kestaled boa, very little can loketermined from

this result.

On Round Island, during the 2024/25 breeding season, 195 eggs were monitored across 23 nest sites.
However, due to the issues stated earlier it was not possible to track the outcome of 135 of the eggs
to determine if they had hatched or failed. Of the reimiag 60 eggs that could be monitored across

their incubation period, hatch success was calculated at 86.7%, which is in the expected range for the
species. From 2015 to 2025, the average hatch rate on Round Island has been 87.81% (95%ClI: 86.20
89.29%).
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The Durrell's night gecko is a small sized gecko averaging 9cm in total.length

BACKGROUND
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surveys, as part of the lorfigrm study to monitor their relative abundance.

From the few surveys that could be completed the adult gecko encounter rate per person hour was
estimated at 1.751 (95%CI: 0.43865). As with the other estimates for the nocturnal reptiles, there
is much uncertainty over the result for the night gech@D25 and very little can be determined.
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DIURNAL REPTILES

BACKGROUND
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upon the nocturnal reptiles, we also usually check on the status of the diurnal reptiles.

The reason for the more intense focus on the nocturnal species is due to the:

1 keekscaled boa representing an indicator species for the health of the reptile community on
which it predates upon;

T DNYGKSNRa 3S012 KI@Ay3a y2G &8S4G AYyONBFaSR A
reptiles species and;
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Round Island.

CKS RANYFE NBLIIAE S aLISOA S aGofopharphasibaieri® ¥ . # @26 2 B
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telfairii.

At least once a year the species are checked upon visually to determine their overall condition and
population status and if time each species is sampled to obtain body condition scores and determine
overall health. Through the limited visits to Roundrslan 2025, the diurnal reptile populations
appeared healthy and stable, but there was little time for further investigation.
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INVERTEBRATES
BACKGROUND

Much of the conservation efforts for island restoration have focused upon rebuilding the threatened
plant, reptile and seabird communities while preventing further introductions of problematic
invasive species. Invertebrates, however, have been largelyomked and yet are a major driver in
ecosystem functionality, as predators, prey, pollinators and detritivores. The islands, particularly
Round Island, maintain many endemic invertebrates, the majority of which are threatened with
extinction and have yeto be formally described. Each islet around Mauritius has a different
ecological history with varying levels of human impact and loss of habitat, which will have shaped the
AYOSNISONI S RAGSNEAGED® ¢KNRBdAzZZIK H e auX AigrefitesA y S
lle aux Fouquets, lle de la Passe, lle Marianne, llot Vacoas and Round Island was carried out.
Invertebrates were systematically sampled using pitfall traps, Malaise traps and Berlese funnels.
Collections were also made by hand usingembibn pots, forceps, pooters, sweep nets, beating trays

and UV torches to sample invertebrates in a range of habitats or on a range of substrates where
systematic samples could not be used. Funded by Durrell, entomologists at the London Natural
History Mwtseum completed the majority of identification by the end of 2024.

One of several interesting discoveries was the detection of brushfooted trapdoor spider on lle aux
Fouquets and llot Vacoas. Initially thought to have been the rediscovéiigidfa mauriciangknown

from only one specimen collected in the late 1800s, the spiders detected and sampled through the
bioblitz is a new species within a different Genus. The results for the spider specimens and the
identity of the new species will be published in 2026.

Eoophyla ((/ui!lm‘nwtwr&n
«"',\‘

0¢ €ap a6 Qa a Qi & iQ endémicito the Mascarenes

Y —




PLANT RESTORATION WORK

Juvenile plants in the nursery

BACKGROUND

Approximately 49,653 seeds from 11 species were collected from and for Round Island in 2025.
Approximately 3,473 seeds from eight species were sown in the Round Island plant nursery in 2025.
120 seedings, which germinated in the Round Island plant nursery, were potted in 2025.

There was no planting on Round Island in 2025 due to the limited staffing and access. The rainy
season started late at the end of February when it normally begins in December. The inability to get
to Round Island complicated matters. When staff got toigiand after three months absence from
November 2024 to January 2025, an assessment of the nursey was conducted. The assessment
showed that 83% of the plants in the nursery perished. Staff removed the dead plants from the
nursery, reorganized what remain@shd sowed more seeds.

Following a meeting with Cardiff University in December 2025, no updates came through regarding
the genomic work on the Round Island hurricane p&mtyosperma albunvar. conjugatumas
technicians had been taken up with other work. From the initial genomic work, it is suspected that a
substantial proportion of seed produced by planted hurricane palms at the Gerald Durrell Endemic
Wildlife Sanctuary and lle aux Aigrettes may be hywih the varianD. albumvar. aloum which

is prevalent in Mauritius through commercial planting. This is of potential concern, as seed from
these sites have been previously propagated and planted on Round Island. Once the full genomic
work has been completed, we will be able to better mgedhe situation to save what remains of
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the pure hurricane palm genome. Until we know which individuals are pure or hybrid, individuals
currently within the nurseries will not be planted.

One major component of habitat restoration on Round Island is rebuilding the herbaceous
community that would have existed historically in the presence of tortoise grazing pressure. Some of
the herbaceous species that have been selected for planting havensaly restricted ranges, small
population sizes that have been lost from Round Island and as such are at the edge of extinction. The
first step is to reestablish a seedbank of these herbaceous species back into the soils on Round
Island. To establish &se highly threatened plants and allow them to set seed, three 10x10 m pens
have been established within areas of tortoise activity. Due to pens being shaded they need to also
be protected from tortoises amassing and causing too much disturbance. Weedhgnethin the

pens needs to be manually controlled, but once there is evidence of natural recruitment for the
planted species over a few seasons, the pens will be removed for tortoises to resume their control of
the nonnative plants, allowing the nativelants that have ceevolved with tortoise herbivory and
moderate trampling to have a competitive edge over the matives. There has been much work
over the past few years to build the stock of critically endangered herbs in the Round Island nursery,
particularlyAerva congestéhat is extinct in the wild on Round Island.

An IUCN Redtlist account folA. congestavas published in 2025, where the species was assessed
against all relevant categories of threat, demonstrating its Critically Endangered status and
highlighting the need to prevent its extinction.

The herbaceous species in the nursery suffered severely due to the absence of staff on the island and
all appeared dead when staff returned to the island at the end of January 2025. Following the return
of staff and intensive care provided to the nursetginis, some of the trays and pots that contained
herbaceous species started to regerminate. Unfortunately, staff needed to be removed from Round
Island in May and could not return until October, again causing the loss of herbs in the nursery and
requiring much work to recoup what was lost. One major issue has been the complete Idss of
congestathat does not appear to be making a recovery in the nursery. Fortunately, the team had
established a backup, by having plants sourced from Round Island in the nursery on lle aux Aigrettes.
The focus is now to increase the number of individuals on IléAggrettes and return them to Round
Island, whilst rebuilding stock of the other species for eventual planting in the pens.

Only 123 individuals of six plant species were present in the nursery in the last inventory in October
2025, representing a major setback for the restoration of Round Island. Assuming we can obtain the
permissions for dedicated staff to access Round Isldnsl likely to take at least a couple of years to
rebuild the nursery stock for planting, particularly for the extremely rare delicate species.
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WEED MANAGEMENT
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Chromolaena odoratweeding on Round Island

BACKGROUND

Unfortunately, with the difficulties of staffing and accessing Round Island through 2025, the weed
surveys were not conducted as rigorously as had been planned. With the lack of staff present to
remove certain weeds such &hromolaena odoratand Heteropogon contortusnany would have

set seed before being detected, old sites that had been well controlled had been permitted to re
flourish and new weed sites had developed. These two invasive plant species are particularly targeted
due to their rapid ability to colonisena spread, but also due to them being particularly flammable
and representing a significant fire risk.

The systematic approach to survey for odoratato proportion effort between higkrisk, medium

risk and lowrisk areas continued where possible. In 2025, 113 adults and saplings, were removed of
which four had produced seed. This is a substantial decrease in the total number of individuals
removed in ®24; 982 adults and saplings, and 1,363 seedlings, of which 411 adult plants had
produced seeds. It is possible all the plants that germinated in 2025 were not caught due to the
limited number of surveys conducted.

It is clear that over two decades B contortusmanagement is unlikely to lead to eradication, as it

still vigorously persists in two main locations on the island. A total of 57 adults and saplings, and 11
seedlings were removed, of which 44 had produced seed. ALGvitlloratathis is substantially less

than detected and removed in 2024, where 668 adults and saplings, and 45 seedlings were detected
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and removed. Plans for the use of pgenergent herbicides to target this exotic grass and remove it
for good have yet to be approved by the Government.

Five adultNicotiana tabacunwere found and removed in 2025, which is a similar in number to 2024
and less than in 2023 where 52 adults and saplings were removed.

No Lycopersicon esculentuptants were found, despite intensive searches. The last tomato plant
removed was in September 2018.

No other high risk problematic invasive plants on the specific search list that have previously been
detected and removed were found, such Bkcourtia indica, Leucaena leucocephala, Mikania
micrantha, Sporobolus capensisd Withania somnifera

A patch of Nettldeaved goosefooChenopodiastrum muraléat has not been detected on Round
Island for considerable time was found on the summit and removed.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSPORT

BACKGROUND

With limited capacity to operate on Round Island through 2025, infrastructural work was limited to
minor tasks to keep things operating.

[ ap L

63



Key actions required include the renewal of the toolshed and plant nurseries that are ageing and will
likely fall apart with the next strong cyclone that hits the island. The whole irrigation system from the
collection of water to the watering of plants ads a complete overhaul. The fence surrounding the
small reintroducedforest area where ferns are being successfullyestablished has corroded
allowing tortoises to push through certain sections and requires renewal.

Staff changeovers on Round Island normally occur every fortnight by boat, but access is only possible
where wave height is typically below 1.8 m and waves are coming from an easterly teesstghly
direction for access on the landing rock. Sea condstibinoughout 2025 have been particularly poor,
causing cancellations and plenged delays in conducting a changeover when permission has been
granted to access Round Island.

ILE AUX AIGRESE
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Ile aux Aigrettes is located in Mahebourg Bay, about 800m off the sou
Mauritius.

BACKGROUND

lle aux Aigrettes is a 2tectare low coralline iahd and has been declared a Nature Reserve since
1965 due to its remnant Mauritian dry coastal forest. Ecological restoration started in 1985 with the
aim of reinstating the coastal vegetation community and to replace the missing components of the
flora andfauna. Through weeding of introduced species and planting of native species, including rare
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and critically endangered plants that have been propagated and reintroduced on the island, we are
restoring the ecosystem. Around 30,380,000 plants per season/year were planted from 1998 to
2003, although the forest is now regenerating well naturalpgcsalised planting still continues to
enhance the species diversity, to provide food for the native species reintroduced on the island and
to provide habitat for seabirds and reptiles. The island is also used to conserve suitable lowland
species that arecritically endangered in the wild. Maintenance weeding continues through
employment of a team of labourers living in the vicinity. As a part of a sustainable conservation
programme, the island is open to visitors through our ecotourism and environmentadaéidn
programmes. Students, tourists and the general public learn about the habitat restoration project, in
order to raise their awareness of the conservation of the threatened Mauritian flora and fauna.

Projects on the island

=

Pink Pigeon

Mauritius Fody

Mauritius Olive Whiteeye
DNYGKSNRa DSO 2
¢CSEFFANRE &a1AY]
Aldabra tortoises

Rare Plants

Habitat Restoration

Education: Learning with Nature
Ecotourism

Attracting Seabirds

=4 =4 4 4 4 -5 -5 5 95 12

Details of the above project actions are included in the specific project sections in this report.
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ST BRANDON
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BACKGROUND
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(Hawksbill Turtl&Eretmochelys imbricatand Green Turtl€helonia mydggo lay their eggs. Coconut

trees can be found on a few of the St Brandon islands as well as native trees, shrubs and grasses. The
coral and outer reefs are still in good condition. This archipelago has a huge range of marine
biodiversity with important gpbal populations of seabird on the islets, and the shores are visited by
migratory birds. Unfortunately, invasive alien plants and animals have reached the islets and are
affecting the vegetation and breeding of seabirds. The islets are also affectedgioyng human
activities.

a2CQa LINB2SOl Aa (GKS FANRG adSL) G426 NRa SyoO2dz
for the conservation of the archipelago. It is recognised that any actions carried out would not be
effective unless Government of Mauritius and otherergnt departments, the Outer Islands
Development Corporation (OIDC) and Raphael Fishing Ltd support the actions.

A St Brandon Institutional Mapping and Action Plan was developed in 2019 through discussions with
the various stakeholders, finalised in 2020 and is available on the MWF website. We circulate the
document whenever requested and we ensure that St Brandoarisidered in policy dialogues.g.
National Oil Spill Contingency Plan, and under review, the National Invasive Alien Sextexsy

Plan and the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action.Plan
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MAIN ACTIONS

1 A St Brandon Conservation and Science Advisory Trust was formed in 2024 with several
persons having a keen interest in the preservation of the archipelago. Both the Mauritian
Wildlife Foundation and Durrell are members of the Trust, exchanging regularalfg and
informally.

1 We have actively contributed to the draft Invasive Alien Species Management Plan for St
Brandon being developed under a UNDP/Government of Mauritius project.

ILE AUX COCOS & ILE AUX SABLES, RODRIGUES
BACKGROUND

lle aux Cocos and lle aux Sables, two sandbar islets to the West of Rodrigues, of 15 and 8 Ha
respectively, are renowned for their breeding seabirdgater birds as well as migratory birds and
occasional prospecting seabirds. Further background to tlojgptrand details of actions carried out

are included in the Rodrigues section of this report.

INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES CONTROL AND
BIOSECURITY ON ISLANDS

BACKGROUND

Invasive alien species represent the greatest threat to island biodiversity. Whilst some invasive
species, such as mice, rats and cats can be eradicated, although often at huge expense, effective
methods for the control or eradication of many species, sashinsectivorous mammals, birds,
reptiles, invertebrates and plants have yet to be developed or the capacity within Mauritius to deal
with these species is low or absent. The ldegn survival of plants and animals native to Mauritian
islands depends othe implementation of strict quarantine and biosecurity measures and where
possible rapid responses to remove invasive species once they are detected. Since 2006, the island
team have detected 43 animal invasion events on 11 islets by 1shatwe speciesof which early
detection and removal/eradication has been possible in 27 cases. These actions have certainly
reduced the extinction risk of species on the islands.

P
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ILE AUX AIGRETTES
BIOSECURITY CHECKS

Monthly checks were conducted using sooted tiles to detect footprints and cocoa wax chew cubes
to detect chew marks of rodents or other potential problematic species that may have arrived on the
island. Additionally, pifall traps and cage traps are wi#id in the detection of new species incursions

to the island. No new invasive vertebrates were detected on the island.

TENREC TRAPPING

Tenrecs pose a threat to terrestrial vertebrates (including ground nesting birds) and invertebrates on
the island, such that their removal is of paramount importance. Tenrec removal is targeted in
multiple ways from hand capture, strategically placed fliiad cage traps at strategic locations and
drift fence arrays that lead tenrecs into pitfalls. In 2025, trapping effort was substantially increased
through the tenrec activity season and additional cage traps were placed in the south of lle aux
Aigrettes In 2025, 22 tenrecs were trapped and removed from the island, involving 12,043 trap nights
and thus a trap rate of 1.8 tenrecs per thousand trap nights. The trap rate in 2024 was 47 tenrecs per
thousand trap nights over 2,516 trap nights. While it isuplble that greater trap effort in 2025 had

no additional benefit in catching tenrecs, even if we assume that effort was the same as 2024, the
trap rate has declined, indicating that there were fewer tenrecs on the island in 2025, or tenrecs have
learnt toavoid traps. Additional drift fence arrays are planned for 2026 with their placement in new
areas on the island. To eliminate the threat of tenrecs, every individual, or at least every female,
needs to be removed in one season.

Crows

HouseCrows continue to populate lle aux Aigrettes. In September of 2022, with support from the
NPCS, bait was placed specifically for crows on the mainland opposite lle aux Aigrettes where crows
fly to and from the island. Approximately 17 crows that were utliegsland were killed. Crows were

not detected again on lle aux Aigrettes until April 2023, where visitations were of just a few
individuals, but by September 2023, crow visitation had increased, and nesting started. In 2024, there
were 87 independent aw observations on lle aux Aigrettes with a maximum of 24 seen at any one
time. While in 2023, multiple nests were found and destroyed, only one nest was detected in 2024,
which was removed. In 2025, the crow counts were stopped, because it was cledndlavere
inflated due to recounting the same individual at any one time, although crow visitation to the island
by at least 20 individuals was a daily occurrence. In Octhloeember, NPCS repeated their crow
control campaign, but this time rather thanmeving the crow threat to lle aux Aigrettes, it appears

to have increased with more crows visiting daily. More crows being present in the southeast and
accessing lle aux Aigrettes does not only mean a threat to the island, but enhances the risk of them
reaching the other southeast islets, where they would have devastating impacts upon the unique
biodiversity.
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SOUTHEAST AND NORTHERN ISLETS
BIOSECURITY CHECKS

For each trip to the southeast islets, all items taken are subject to biosecurity checks, prior to leaving
the mainland and after arrivalrapping using Sherman live traps was conducted during the weeklong
trips to each islet through 2025, amounting to a total of 80 trap nights. Additionally, diurnal and
nocturnal searches for invasive species were undertaken whilst carrying out the imatetebird

and reptile surveys. No new incursions were detected.

In 2022, two new problematic invasive species were detected on lle de la Passe, thetestéamp
geckoGehyra mutilataand the tropical fire angolenopsis geminat&nfortunately, these two highly
invasive species are still present and established. Focused work is required to try and remove them.

D, bb9wQ{ v hLD
BIOSECURITHECKS
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with over 140 trap nights. Additionally, diurnal and nocturnal searches for invasive species were
undertaken whilst carrying out the surveys across the island. No new invasive spasidstected.

Common MynasAcridotheres tristishat were first detected on the island in 2002 are still present,
but low in number. Trapping has not been effective, such that shooting will be required with
Government permission.

ROUND ISLAND
BIOSECURITHECKS

For each trip to Round Island, all items taken are subject to biosecurity checks, prior to leaving the
mainland and again once the items arrive on Round Island. Through these checks, 47 organic items
(plant seeds/material, invertebrates, and other orgamaterial), were detected and removed from
Round Island.

PLANT NURSERY PESTS

Pests (herbivorous invertebrates, sap suckers, ants, bacteria and fungus) infected an average of 10%
of nursery plants through 2025, compared to 40% in 2024. The low percentage of infected nursery
plants is potentially due to having less individuals ofdespecies in the nursery throughout the year

due to limited access to the island and plants succumbing to a lack of care.
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VALLEE DE FERNEY

La Vallee de Ferne on the southeast coast of Mauritius

BACKGROUND

Following the Strategic Grant obtained by the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation (MWF) from the UNDP
GEF Small Grants Programme for the project «Optimising the Ferney Valley into a Mauritian
biodiversity conservation and awareness hotspot», which has now baapleted, MWF continues

to work closely with the Vallée de Ferney Conservation Trust to monitor and manage the Fauna and
to advise on Flora restoration and ecotourisander the UNDP Strategic Grant four endemic bird
species were reintroduced to the Vallee de Ferney. The Pink Pigeon needs a certain level of
management which is provided from the Ferney Field Station. Supplementary feeding is provided to
the Pink Pigeomand the area around the field station protected with predator control. Unlike the
Echo Parakeets in the Black River National Park, those released at Ferney are not using nest boxes
but are seen flying overhead from time to time. All species of birds argtored.

The Vallee de Ferney is a significant site for the Mauritius Kestrel which was reintroduced by MWF
to the BambouMountain Range from 1988 to 1993 and monitored constantly since then. Forest
restoration of the Conservation Zone has made great advances in recent years and this needs to be
maintained along with the plant nursery which supports the work. Advice, trgiaitd support for

the Flora work is available when required and includes the plant nursery, forest restoration (weeding
and planting) and rare plant monitoring.
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The objective of the Eeturs is that the guides are well informed and deliver a professional standard
of tours to visitors. The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation supports this objective in two ways, by
reviewing the delivery of tours including coaching areoapacity building.

FAUNA
PINK PIGEONS

T
T

l

Translocation and release of 30 Pink Pigeons to Ferney in 2017.

Pink Pigeons are breeding well at Ferney, 94 birds were ringed since releases were done with
19 in 2025.

The possible population in Ferney was estimated as 89 by the end of 2025.

ECHO PARAKEET

l

T
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Echo Parakeets were released at Ferney for three consecutive years from 2015 to 2017, with
73 birds released in total. 16 birds returned to their site of origin; 3 birds are presumed dead

1 fledgling was ringed.

An unringed twoyearold male Echo Parakeet (upper mandible turning red) was observed
FSSRAY3I ySIN GKS da/pé al dzNAGAdzAa YSAGNBE vy
breeding attempt was made in the region approximately two years ago.

An application was made to NPCS for translocation and release of Echo Parakeets in the
Ferney Valley for the 2023/24 breeding season, unfortunately permission was not granted.

MAURITIUS CUCKGSERIKE

16 birds were released up to March 2018.

The species is cryptic so observations are rare, the use of AudioMoths may help us identify
where these birds are present.

hyS FTRdzE G YIES KFa 0SSy 4SSy AY Hnanun YR HJ
(fenced plot) with no observations since 2021, or in audio recordings.

MAURITIUS PARADISE FLYCATCHER

T
T
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A total of 48 birds were hard released in the valley.
Trials were carried out with different ages and combinations of birds: Juveniles worked best.

Observations have been very rare: a pair of birds were seen in 2021, a lone Paradise Flycatcher
was seen on 17/06/2022. On 05/08/2022, a pair of flycatchers were seen in Ferney, and on
MHKAYKHAHH | NAY3ISR YIS FfeéOlmbokINb wal[ A 2y
seen calling and behaving territorially. In 2023 Lion Babe was seen in November and again in
2024 along with two others. There were no sightings in 2025.
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Sightings of Flycatcher in Ferney in 2024 (six years after the last release) is a positive sign; it
indicates that the released birds were successfully anchored to the area and produced enough
successful breeding attempts to produce offspring. Furthereygwill be needed to confirm
current abundance in the region.

MAURITIUS KESTREL

T

T

Conservation in the Ferney Valley began in 1987 when Mauritius Kestrels were reintroduced
to the valley, by the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation.

The eastern population has been monitored constantly since thetreduction of birds from

1988 to 1993 and has been healthy and stable for the past decade. The population may have
entered a state of decline in recent years, with the number of breedaig having declined.

As at December 2023 there are 27 nest boxes within the Ferney Valley.

The 2025/2026 breeding season officially began in September 2025 when the first eggs were
found. By the end of December 2025, in the Ferney Valley, 20 breeding pairs had been
confirmed to have laid 20 first clutches, four second clutches, totalling 81l@igg87 chicks
hatched, and 30 chicks fledged.

Feeding of a wild Mauritius Kestrel adult was continued in 2025. This individual will eventually
be used as part of a daily feeding presentation to visitors. Having a trained pair allows the
public to get a close view of the Mauritius Kestrel and is atgaehfor building awareness

and appreciation for the species.

FLORA
WEEDING, PLANTING, PROPAGATION OF PLANTS

T

Advice is given where required covering plant identification, plant nursery practices,
propagation, weeding and planting.

Training is given to Ferney staff when required.

In 2025, we monitored the phenology Btigenia bojerand Pandanus iceryn the valley and
collaborated on plant propagation.

Rare Plant exploration was carried out.

A good number of fruits dPandanus icerywere collected but germination at Ferney and lle
aux Aigrettes has continued to fail. Further trials were not successful, but in 2026, a novel
approach will be tried.

OTHER
ECOTOURISM

T

Training of new Guides and refresher training sessions are delivered on request.

[
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THREATS

1 In 2021, there were reports that the SouthEastern Highway project was under
reconsideration, following the abandonment of this plan in 2005. There appeared to be no
development in 2022 but then the threat +®merged in 2023. MWF has expressed its
oppositian via comments to an EIA and will continue to remain vigilant with regards to this

project.
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FLORA
MAURITIUS

The critically endangereBarleria observatriiowering.

BACKGROUND

Mauritius is home to over 691 native species of flowering plants. Over 273 are endemic to the island,
and 61 have disappeared already. Since humans settled on Mauritius, big expanses of native forest
were cleared for wood exploitation, agriculture and adtructure. Now less than 1.3% of the land

mass is under relatively good native forest cover (i.e. with more than 50% native and endemic plant
species). The remaining forest is highly threatened by invasive alien species, especially plant species
suchas®NJ 60 SNNE O6W/ KAYySasSQo 3dz dF YR NIF @Syl f Sc
safeguard the endemic plants but also endemic animals such as bats, reptiles and birds, that have
SP2t SR (23SHGKSNI 2 F2N¥Y (GKAA dzstditigdns navOfrast & G S
in three reserves: two nature reserves, lle aux Aigrettes and Round Island and one private reserve,
Mondrain. Restoration of forest is a loigrm process which requires dedication and sustained
resources. It involves the remalof invasive alien plant species and planting of native plants. On lle
aux Aigrettes, the forest restoration is supporting the whole ecosystem restoration work whereby
exotic mammalian predators were eradicated and endemic animals and ecological arsalognse
re-introduced, reviving lost ecosystem functions. On Round Island removing goats and rabbits and
replanting has increased the native forest cover and ultimately increased the population of the
endemic reptile species, some of which were on the bah&xtinction.
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Over 90% of the endemic plant species are threatened with extinction with around 100 species with
less than 100 individuals remaining in the wild. Whilst restoring forest is beneficial for threatened
species, those on the brink of extinction requires sfieantervention to increase their wild as well

as theirex situ population. These actions involve plant search and monitoring; collection of seeds
and cuttings, propagation; rantroduction in the wild and in the field gene banks:situ micro-
management and storing seeds in local and international seed banks for long term storage. The latter
safeguards the remaining genetic diversity of the species and will provide propagation material in
later years. MWF runs plant nurseries at Pigeonod/¢Black River Gorges National Park), lle aux
Aigrettes and Round Island, and set up a temporary nursery in Mondrain in 2024. Through the rare
plant work, MWF has rediscovered plant species that were thought extinct and found new
populations of rare plargt

The National Land Development Strategy (NLDS) draft report (p 140/141 of the circulated draft June
2021), see extract below, showed that about 1000 Ha of forest was being lost annually in Mauritius

A&XAround 47,000 ha of land are under forest cover of which 25,000 ha are privately owned forest
lands and 22,100 are stat®wvned; however, only 6,550 ha of these private lands are protected by
law as Mountain or River Reserves. Including Black River GatiesaNPark ¢d.. C, 6700/6800
Ha) and Pas Geometriques just over 8,000ha of state forest lands are protected as Nature or Islet
Reserves.
In 2003 there were 56,600ha of forests (state and private), prior to which ¢idigoeriod not
stated), some 10,000 hectares of forest lands had been cleared mostly for infrastructural
developments, including builip areas, roads, agriculture, reservoirs, and dams. By 2014 the total
extent of forest cover in Mauritius had fallen agaig,another 10,000 ha to 47,103 ha, representing
about 25% of the totake

The National Development Strategy report was published in end 20@65sadly falls short of
sustainable development standards for a country.

In 2022, we discussed with several researchers the possibility of documenting forest destruction on
Mauritius, so as to alert the authorities and the public about this worrying trend. We continue to
raise awareness against forest destruction and exertgreson policy makers addndowners

MWEF cachairs the IUCN (International Union for the Conservation of Nature) Mascarene Islands
Plant Specialist Group, with overview on Mauritius and Rodrigues from2024. The group brings
specialists together and is working on completing the-listlof Mauritian plants. Since 2013, we

have included the redisting of plants endemic to at least two of the Mascarene islands as a priority,
but funding was lackingln 2025, we successfully -epplied with the Conservatoire Botanique
National des Mascarins (CBNM, main applicant) to obtain funds from EU INTERREG to fund the red
list assessment of these plants. A ym@ject planning and dissemination visit was undeeakby

CBNM staff to Mauritius and Rodrigues, ahead of the full projecbrdll

[
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RARE PLANTS PROJECT
ILE AUX AIGRETTES

......

o 4 > - -

Sov;i:rig and first poting activity by Quantum & MWF staff

BACKGROUND

lff GKS F20Ff aLISOASa INB Y2yAG2NBR SIOK Y2y
facilities. In addition, a monthly phenology survey is carried out to evaluate plant health, growth
patterns, and overall condition. During field visits, GPS coordinates are recorded for any newly
identified individuals and potential threats assessed. Propagation matés collected when
appropriate. Targeted micromanagement interventions are implemented when necessary. Rare
species planted over the past two years receive regular monitoring and appropriate aftercare,
including watering, mulching, and weeding as needgeleds not required for current propagation

are seedbanked.

Among the Fruits sown in 2025 were tliEctyosperma albumaar.conjugatum, Polyscias maraisiana,
Dracaena concinna, Olea lancea, Margaritaria anomala, Ochrosia borbonica, Caesalpinia bonduc,
Scolopia heterophylla, Foetidia mauritiana, Ludia mauritiana, Terminalia bentzoe, Latania loddigesii,
Sideroxylon boutonianunioupartia borbonica and Cassine orientdfiscus in 2025 was placed on

the following speciesZanthoxylum heterophyllum, Ochrosia borbonica, Dictyosperma aitaim
conjugatumand Aerva congesta.
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Flora team collecting seedling Dfacaena concinna SSRf Ay 3a ySI N GKS
of lle aux Aigrettes
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Explaining the grid system to the new recruits of the Flora Department
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PIGEON WOOD NURSERY AND FIELD GENE BANK

First potting at Pigeon Wood

BACKGROUND

The Pigeon Wood Nursery has been functional since 2001 and some maintenance work has been
undertaken in 2025. The nursery infrastructure sustained some damage to the plastic covering and
shade netting during a cyclonic weather. These were subsequentlgceglto ensure continued
optimal growing conditions.

A plastic lining was installed outside the nursery to create an appropriate hardening area. Seedlings
are transferred to this outdoor section for acclimatization before being moved for planting.

The Field Gene Bank was regularly monitored throughout the year to record flowering and fruiting of
various species, includirgouania tiliifolia, Psiadia cataractae, Tectiphiala ferox, Polyscias gracilis,
Tetrataxis salicifolia, Colea colei, Bertiera zaluzania, Cnestis glabra, and Crinum maurgisuomng,
others.Routine maintenance was also carried out, with circular weeding around individual plants as
well as general weeding across the Field Gene Bank to ensure optimal growing conditions.
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Collecting seeds oBertiera zaluzanigbois raisin) at Pigeon Wood

Field visits are carried out across several sites to survey and monitor threatened plant species, collect
phenology data, and gather propagation materials when available.

_

The field gene bank is being used for propagation activity
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Cuttings of the Threatened MascareRieus laterifloravere collected in the wild, and both stem and
tip cutting propagation methods were tested.

Propagation trials oFicus lateriflorausing tip cuttings

HABITAT RESTORATION

ILE AUX AIGRETTES

¢KS LINRP2SOG SyiAadtSR WwwSad2NAy3a (GKS AydiSaNIGsS
l dzE ! AGNBGGS&as al dNAGAddZAQ 683y Ay 585085Y6SN H
support from MOL Mauritius International Fund, Fondation ddeptise Club Méditerrané, NSIF,
Taylor Smith Foundation, MUA Foundation and other funders. The project aimed to restore the
native terrestrial habitat and seabird community of lle aux Aigrettes. The main project activities
included controlling invasive spies including weeding invasive alien plants of the island, planting,
creation of a seabird area, deployment of seabird attractants which include seabird decoys and
playbacks of seabird calls.

No seabirds were known to have returned to nest on the island, but two seabirds were rescued and
released from lle aux Aigrettes. The seabird attraction project is showcased in the nursery with a
signboard, decoys, and Mascarene endemic vetivera g@aygfopogon argutyisand explained to

all visitors.

A total of 120 bois d'ebeneDfospyros egrettarui 73 griffe du diableSophora tomentosa 107
cadoc Caesalpinia bonduand 67 vetivera grasseSlirysopogon argutigor seabird areas has been
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propagated. No planting was undertaken in 2025 due to insufficient rainfall; however, the hardening
process was initiated in preparation for planting during the 2026 rainy season.

During 2025 a total of 7.25 ha was weeded, including 7.11 ha of intensive weeding and 0.14 ha re
weeded. The main target species were small acacia, prune malgache, campeche seedlings, and
tecoma.Additionally, seeds dfeucaena leucocephaleere collected to prevent growth and further
unwanted propagation of this species.

MONDRAIN RESERVE

The Mondrain Reserve is one of the last forest fragments of the Vacoas. Ridge

BACKGROUND

Mondrain Reserve is a-ttectare reserve owned by Medine Group and leased to the Mauritian
Wildlife Foundation (MWF) in 2013, initially for a period of 20 years, on a renewable basis. The
Mauritian Wildlife Foundation has been involved with Mondrain sin@85lthrough a collaboration

with the Royal Society of Arts and Sciences (RSAS) and other partners, to lead the forest restoration
work and the recovery of threatened plant specidondrain is very important from an ecological

and scientific viewpoint since it is one of the last and best restored forest of its ecotype and it holds
a community of endemic plantsome being the last remaining populations, some highly threatened

- which have been nurtured through decades of dedication and hard wddadrain is thought to

be home to 199 species of flowering plants, out of which 142 are threatened, including 49 that are
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critically endangered and is a good representation of what an original ridge forest might have looked
like. It is one of the begtreserved ridge forests in Mauritius.

Funding was secured from BIOPAMA in December 2020 for developing a management plan for
Mondrain Reserve (Mauritius) using a participatory approach and this was completed inl2022.
2023,an agreement was signed between the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation and the Medine Group
for the extension of the reserve from 5 to 10 Ha, and a lengthening of the agreement to 60 years, in
line with recommendations from the management plan.

In 2023, we applied to the European Union Fund to obtain funding to action the management plan
YR 200FAYSR FTdzyRAy3 F2NJ 6KS LINR2SOG dat NPY2(A
Development of Ecotourism, and Participative Activities in thg/N®ONI Ay wS&ASNIBISI al
is being implemented since March 2024. It isfieoded by SBM Mauritius Ltd.

MAIN ACTIONS

Pe fsaplinsinholes prior plantin byororaer.oups

FENCING

In 2025 the &ha extension was fenced following a competitive tender process. Works included the
replacement of 20 metres of old fencing and the construction of four access gates, greatly enhancing
site security and management.
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PROPAGATION AND PLANTING

Over 9,100 propagations were made using seeds, seedlings and cuttings during the year. In December
2025, more than 3,000 seedlings were ready for planting in early 2026 when there would be suitable
rain. Around 1,500 seedlings were planted through CSR activities, volunteers, and MWF staff

engagement in 2025.

o,

Scouts and corporate groups involved in site restoration activities
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EQUIPMENT

Essential equipment including a brushcutter, chainsaw, augers (for drilling holes for planting), and a
gasolineoperated water pump was procured to support field operations and irrigation during the
dry season.

\ < N p 94 i\ — - "( | : < 3
Outdoor rain gauge / Auger for drilling planting holes / Strimmer for clearing
vegetation prior to planting

STAFFING

Operational capacity was strengthened through the recruitment of four horticulturist interns and the
support of two shoriterm volunteers.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Progress was made on infrastructure planning. A site meeting with a container transporter identified
critical zones along the access ro&dscussions with Medine regarding culvert enlargement at the
main gate are ongoing. Greenhouse and visitor facility development has advanced through local
guotations, site visits, exploration of direct sourcing from China (including containerised stsjcture
and assessment of tailored solar photovoltaic systems.

wkAy gl SN O2tf SOGA2Y OFNRY VYdzZNESNE NR2FG2LE
station), and earth dams will be constructed along existing waterways to capture water. We are
seeking guidance on the possibility of tapping underground water.
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CSR ACTIVITIES

There has been a very positive response from corporates with multiple CSR activities supporting
planting, weeding, sowing, potting, watering, mulching, and staking.
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