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ABOUT THE MAURITIAN WILDLIFE FOUNDATION

Established in 1984, the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation is the largest non-governmental organisation in
Mauritius dedicated exclusively to the conservation of endemic terrestrial biodiversity.

Working closely with the Government of Mauritius and the Rodrigues Regional Assembly, MWF manages
conservation programmes across mainland Mauritius, Rodrigues, and on offshore islands.

The organisation employs around 110 Mauritian and Rodriguan staff and collaborates extensively with
local and international conservation institutions, universities, zoos, and scientific partners.

MWF’s mission is centred on:

Preventing the extinction of threatened endemic species;
Restoring entire ecosystems;

Advancing conservation science and applied research;
Building local conservation capacity;

Promoting environmental education and awareness;
Securing sustainable long-term conservation financing.

Over the past four decades, MWF has become internationally recognised for rescuing species such as
the Mauritius Kestrel, Pink Pigeon, Echo Parakeet, Rodrigues Warbler, and Rodrigues Fody from the brink
of extinction.




MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS OF 2025
RODRIGUES CONSERVATION SUCCESS RECOGNISED GLOBALLY
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The Rodrigues Fody and Rodrigues Warbler, both downlisted in 2025 to Least Concern.

One of the most important milestones of 2025 was the downlisting of both the Rodrigues Warbler and
Rodrigues Fody to “Least Concern” on the IUCN Red List. These species were once among the rarest birds
in the world, with populations reduced to critically low levels in the 1970s. Through sustained habitat
restoration and protection, populations have now recovered to tens of thousands of birds.

This achievement reflects decades of collaboration between the Rodrigues Regional Assembly, Forestry
Service, MWF, and the Rodriguan community. The success further strengthens Mauritius and Rodrigues’
reputation as global leaders in island conservation.




NEW LEADERSHIP FOR MWF
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Dr Ehsan Dulloo, appointed as President of MWF in 2025.

In January 2025, Dr Mohammad Ehsan Dulloo was appointed President of MWEF. A globally respected
biodiversity specialist with more than 40 years of experience, Dr Dulloo brings expertise from the CGIAR
Agricultural Research Institutions (Bioversity International and CIAT), Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations, World Bank initiatives, International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and
other international research institutions.

Under his leadership, MWF reaffirmed its commitment to:
e endemic species conservation;
e habitat restoration;
e plant genetic conservation;
e seed banking;
e and national and international scientific collaboration.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR EDUCATION PROGRAMMES
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School children introduced to the richness of Mauritius” endemic flora and fauna, as well
as the threats they face.

MWF’s education work received international recognition through inclusion in a United Nations
guidance publication supporting the Global Biodiversity Framework. The publication highlighted MWF’s
environmental education and invasive species awareness initiatives as a case study demonstrating
effective biodiversity engagement.

Throughout 2025, MWF continued delivering outreach activities to:
e schools;
e educators;
e tourism operators;
e law enforcement officers;
e hospitality staff;
e and local communities.

ECOTOURISM EXCELLENCE

MWF’s ecotourism activities continued to gain international recognition. The lle aux Aigrettes Nature
Reserve Ecotour received TripAdvisor’s “Best of the Best” Award for the fourth consecutive year, placing
it within the top 1% of tourism experiences worldwide. In Rodrigues, the Grande Montagne Nature
Reserve Ecotour was ranked first among activities in Rodrigues on TripAdvisor, maintaining a five-star
rating. These achievements demonstrate the growing importance of conservation-based tourism in
supporting public awareness, sustainable financing, and visitor engagement.
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CONSERVATION IMPACT IN 2025
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MAURITIUS KESTREL
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The Mauritius Kestrel is oné of nine endemic birds of Mauritius.

The Mauritius Kestrel remains one of the world’s greatest conservation recovery stories. From only four
known birds in 1974, including a single breeding female, the species recovered to become a global
conservation icon. However, despite past successes, recent scientific findings indicate renewed concern
regarding population decline. In 2025, MWF intensified monitoring and research efforts to better
understand the limiting factors affecting the species.

Key actions included:
e Monitoring western and eastern populations;
e Maintaining and cleaning nest boxes;
e Egg fertility assessments through candling;
e Installation of camera traps at nesting sites to understand predation.

The estimated wild population currently stands at approximately 250 birds. The project highlights the
importance of long-term conservation commitment even after apparent recovery.




PINK PIGEON

The Pink Pigeon is one of the world's rarest pigeons.

The Pink Pigeon programme delivered one of its strongest breeding years on record. By the end of 2025,
the total population exceeded 620 birds across eight sites. A record 164 Pink Pigeons were newly ringed
during the year, indicating exceptionally high breeding productivity.

Important milestones included:
e Record juvenile productivity;
e Continued captive breeding at the Gerald Durrell Endemic Wildlife Sanctuary;
e Repatriation of four additional Pink Pigeons from Jersey Zoo to strengthen genetic diversity;

Ongoing genetic management to improve long-term resilience.

The Pink Pigeon programme is now considered one of the most comprehensive for any avian species
and is going further by implementing genetic management. However, challenges remain, from
predators, habitat degradation and diseases to a novel threat - road mortality around the Petrin—Grand
Bassin region, where collisions are killing birds.




ECHO PARAKEET

The Echo Parrakeet is the last endemic parrot of the Mascarenes

The Echo Parakeet population remained stable at more than 600 birds in 2025.

Monitoring recorded:
e 143 breeding attempts;
e 376 eggs laid;
e 200 chicks hatched;
o At least 131 fledglings.

MWF continued comprehensive monitoring, supply of nest boxes and supplementary food to support
the fitness and breeding success of Echo Parakeet populations. We have worked closely with researchers
to investigate the impact of the highly infectious viral disease, Psittacine Beak and Feather Disease
(PBFD), supplementary feeding, genetics, and population dynamics, all of which will inform
conservation actions in the future on the population. During the year, monkey predation emerged as
a significant threat, prompting additional security measures to protect eggs and chicks in nest boxes.

The Echo Parakeet programme continues to serve as an internationally recognised model for parrot
recovery.




MAURITIUS OLIVE WHITE-EYE

The Olive White-eye is considered as the most threatened endemic bird of Mauritius.

The Mauritius Olive White-eye remains one of the rarest endemic birds in Mauritius. MWF actions aim
to save this bird through understanding where they occur on the mainland, protecting these
populations if required and maintaining a population of birds on the relatively predator free island
of lle aux Aigrettes. In 2025, large-scale mainland surveys indicated that populations remain present
across known current ranges, suggesting relative stability, albeit with small population numbers, despite
a major threat from predation from rats and monkeys. On lle aux Aigrettes, invasive Asian House Crows
are predating nests and birds, threatening the island’s small population. There is an urgent need for
intensive crow control measures on the island followed by supplementation of the Olive White-eye
population with new individuals from the mainland for genetic improvement.

Key achievements for the birds in the wild included:

e Greater efforts were made to expand monitoring surveys in the recent known ranges of the Olive
White-eye on the mainland;

e Arecord level of birds, 50 individuals, was ringed in 2025. This sets the groundwork for population
monitoring over the coming years;

e Population on lle aux Aigrettes is supported by supplemental feeding via 22 feeding stations.




MAURITIUS FODY

The Mauritius Fody is restricted to Black River Gorges National Park and Ile aux Aigrettes.

The Mauritius Fody population is a small charismatic weaverbird endemic to Mauritius, whose
population has been declining since the 1970s. Like the Mauritius Olive White-eye, MWF aims to
understand where the Mauritius Fody occurs on the mainland, protecting these populations if
required. The distribution of birds is limited to a few areas in the Black River Gorges National Park and
surrounds, which raises concerns for long-term survival. A population of birds is maintained on lle aux
Aigrettes, which also acts as a safeguard for subsequent reintroduction back in original habitats.
However, in recent years the lle aux Aigrettes population has become threatened by Asian House Crow
which predate on the birds and destroy their nests. Despite efforts carried out by National Parks and
Conservation Service to poison crows on mainland Mauritius, the crow population using lle aux Aigrettes
continued to increase.

Key achievements for the birds in the wild included:
e Greater efforts were made to expand monitoring surveys in the recent known ranges of the
Mauritius Fody on the mainland;
e A record 64 birds was ringed on the mainland in 2025 during population monitoring, enabling
more accurate identification of breeding pairs;
e Population on lle aux Aigrettes is supported by supplemental feeding with breeding monitored.




ISLAND RESTORATION, SEABIRDS AND REPTILES

The Red-Tailed Tropicbird is a seabird native to the tropical Indian and Pacific oceans.

The small islets around Mauritius support numerous unique species that were once abundant on
the main island but are now found nowhere else in the world. Several species, particularly reptiles,
are now restricted to single island populations (or very majorly so), where they are at great risk of
extinction from the same threats that caused their loss elsewhere. Many other threatened
Mauritian animals and plants are dependent on the unique geckos and skinks for their survival,
meaning their preservation is crucial for sustaining island communities and local biodiversity. These
islands also host regionally and globally significant populations of seabirds that have survived
poaching and predation and have recovered in response to conservation actions such as invasive
alien species eradications and wardening. MWF continued to work on offshore islands, encompassing
habitat restoration and monitoring of reptile populations. Mauritius’ offshore islets remain globally
important refuges for endemic reptiles, seabirds and plants.
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REPTILE RECOVERY AND TRANSLOCATIONS

Since 2006, MWF with its partners (Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, National Parks and Conservation
Service and Forestry Service) has translocated more than 2,600 reptiles from seven threatened endemic
species to several islets and established captive breeding population at Jersey Zoo to prevent these
species from going extinct and to secure additional wild populations.

These programmes have led to the downlisting of the Glinther’s gecko Phelsuma guentheri and keel-
scaled boa Casarea dussumieri both from Endangered to Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species.

In 2025, significant reptile conservation actions included:

Continued monitoring of translocated populations;

Restoration of southeast islet reptile populations following the Wakashio oil spill;

Release of lesser night gecko eggs returned from Jersey Zoo;

Monitoring of Telfair’s Skink populations;

Monitoring of Keel-scaled Boa populations on Gunner’s Quoin;

Monitoring of introduced analogue Aldabra tortoises on Round Island and lle aux Aigrettes.

The lesser night gecko genetic restoration project represented a major collaborative milestone between
MWEF, Jersey Zoo (Durrell), the Government of Mauritius, and University of Cardiff.




INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT

Invasive alien species remain one of the most serious threats to island biodiversity. Many species of alien
plants, House Crows, rats, monkeys, ants, cats, and mongooses continue to threaten endemic fauna and
ecological restoration efforts.

MWF continued monitoring and was prepared for rapid response efforts across island ecosystems,
where 43 invasive animal incursions have been detected since 2006. The organisation continued removal
of alien invasive plants, implementing predator management systems and strengthening biosecurity
measures.

MAINLAND ISLAND AT BRISE FER

A ‘Mainland Island’ is an area on the mainland where predators are excluded in such a way that it
benefits local native species. Such an area (9.75 ha) was first established in 2016 at Brise Fer located
in the North of the Black River Gorges National Park, where a rat control method was developed
using Goodnature® A24 self-resetting traps and other methods for controlling other predators. The Brise
Fer Mainland Island project continued to demonstrate highly effective rat control. The 9.75-hectare
predator-managed forest area maintained substantially lower rat abundance than surrounding control
areas, where there are no measures to reduce rats.

This project provides an important future refuge for threatened endemic birds, particularly the Pink
Pigeon, Echo Parakeet and Mauritius Cuckoo-Shrike, and could be a safe haven for Mauritius Olive
White-eyes and Mauritius Fodies.
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FLORA
MAURITIUS

The critically endangered Barleria observatrix flowering.

Flora conservation continued to focus on safeguarding Mauritius’ highly threatened endemic plant
species through habitat restoration, propagation, research and ecosystem management. Restoration
activities were carried out across mainland forests such as Mondrain, and offshore islands (Round Island
and lle aux Aigrettes), with efforts aimed at controlling invasive species, propagating rare native plants
in nurseries, and reintroducing them into restored habitats. The organisation also maintained critically
endangered plant collections at the Pigeon Wood Field Gene Bank and lle aux Aigrettes in addition to
seed banking, to secure genetic diversity of native and endemic plants and support future restoration
programmes.

MWTF’s integrated ecosystem approach ensures that plant conservation directly supports the recovery
of endemic birds, reptiles, and invertebrates by rebuilding resilient native habitats. Collaboration with
national and international scientific partners strengthened research, seed banking, and long-term
conservation planning. The year also reinforced the importance of habitat restoration in addressing
climate resilience, biodiversity loss, and the long-term survival of Mauritius’ endemic flora.




RODRIGUES
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In Rodrigues, Mauritian Wildlife Foundation continued to deliver major conservation successes through
habitat restoration, species recovery, education, and ecotourism initiatives. One of the most significant
milestones of 2025 was the downlisting of both the Rodrigues Warbler and Rodrigues Fody to “Least
Concern” on the IUCN Red List - a landmark achievement resulting from decades of restoration and
protection. From critically low populations in the 1970s, both species have now recovered to tens of
thousands of individuals.

Habitat restoration work continued through native plant propagation, forest rehabilitation, and
management of conservation areas of Grande Montagne Nature Reserve and Anse Quitor Nature
Reserve. The Grande Montagne Ecotour also received international recognition, winning Tripadvisor’s
Traveller’s Choice 2025 award and maintaining its position as the top-ranked attraction in Rodrigues.

Education and awareness activities remained central to MWF’s work in Rodrigues, including bringing
students and volunteers into the Reserves under the ‘Rodrigues Environmental Education Project’,
participation in exhibitions, communication via radio and TV and distribution of endemic plants. These
initiatives strengthened local engagement and communicated Rodrigues’ growing reputation as a global
model for ecosystems restoration and conservation success.




RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND SCIENTIFIC
COLLABORATION

Scientific research remained central to MWF’s conservation strategy.

During 2025, MWEF collaborated with universities, zoological institutions, and conservation scientists
worldwide on projects involving:

e (Genetics;

e Disease ecology;

e Population dynamics,

e Reproductive biology;

e Seabird tracking;

e Acoustic monitoring.

AUDIOMOTH AND ACOUSTIC MONITORING

MWEF continued developing automated acoustic monitoring systems for endemic bird species. Working
with Curtin University Mauritius, the organisation advanced machine-learning software capable of
detecting species calls automatically from AudioMoth recordings. This technology has the potential to
improve long-term biodiversity monitoring across inaccessible forest habitats.

CAPACITY BUILDING AND STAFF DEVELOPMENT

MWEF continued investing in professional development and local conservation leadership with in-house
training carried out and external opportunities offered to staff members. The intern programme for
Mauritians offers an in-depth entry level training of 12 months specializing in one project but with
exposure and some experience in other projects. Ten interns completed their internship during the year
with seven additional interns accepted into the programme. In 2025, MWF conservation biologist
Jauffrey Maurer completed the prestigious Durrell Endangered Species Management Graduate
Certificate (DESMAN) endangered species management programme at Durrell Conservation Academy.

This approach reflects MWF’s long-term commitment to building Mauritian conservation capacity.

[ e L



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND PUBLIC
AWARENESS

Public engagement remains central to MWF’s long-term conservation strategy. Throughout 2025, the
organisation continued:

e School Outreach Activities;

e Educational Workshops;

e Guided Ecotours;

e Exhibitions;

e Conservation Awareness Campaigns;

e Stakeholder Engagement Programmes.

The launch of “The Dodo’s Legacy” in Rodrigues highlighted the conservation history of Mauritius and
reinforced public understanding of restoration achievements.

MWE also continued collaborating with:
e Local Authorities;
e NGOs;
e Tourism Operators;
e Scientific Institutions;
e International Conservation Networks.




CHALLENGES AND EMERGING THREATS

Despite major achievements, biodiversity conservation in Mauritius continues to face serious pressures.
Key challenges identified in 2025 include:

e Invasive alien species; e Limited biosecurity;

e Habitat degradation and fragmentation; e (Capacity and funding constraints;

e Disease outbreaks; e Uncontrolled commercial development;
e Climate-related risks; e Delays linked to government official

e Human-wildlife conflict; administrative procedures.

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES MOVING FORWARD

Looking ahead, MWF will continue prioritising:

LONG-TERM SPECIES RECOVERY

Maintaining and strengthening recovery programmes for endangered endemic fauna and flora.

ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION

Expanding habitat restoration and invasive species management across mainland and island ecosystems.

GENETIC CONSERVATION

Strengthening genetic management and ex-situ conservation for threatened species.

CLIMATE RESILIENCE

Improving ecosystem resilience and preparedness for climate-related impacts.

RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

Continuing to integrate advanced technologies, scientific research, and data-driven conservation
approaches.

COMMUNITY AND YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

Expanding education and awareness initiatives to strengthen national stewardship of biodiversity.

SUSTAINABLE FINANCING

Enhancing donor partnerships, ecotourism revenue, and long-term funding mechanisms to secure
conservation continuity.
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