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Be Proud of Your Gecko Island

              

                                                                                                            

For the first time in Mauritius, a national awareness campaign on conservation will take place. The 
mascot is a Gecko. The Ornate day gecko (Phelsuma ornata), has been renamed to “Miss Ti” because of 
it’s head-pattern and thus also inspired by the famous TV series “Mr T”. 
Miss Ti will help promote the importance of the gecko’s role in the local biodiversity, some of which are 
critically endangered and only found on the southeast islets of Mauritius. The campaign aims to promote 
the unique biodiversity in Mauritius to, for and with the Mauritian people and its local communities. 
Through this Pride campaign done in close corporation with the international RARE Organisation it is 
hoped that the damaging human behaviour such as littering and lighting of barbeques out of designated 
areas will stop and that the Mauritians will start playing an active protecting role to safeguard their natural 
heritage.  After 6 months of project planning activities will be held from mid September 2008 to April 2009 
where the local communities will be able to discover their gecko.

This project is supported by: Rare, Maurilait Ltd, Veronique Barnard & uptoten.com & Darwin Initiative UK

Photo: Christopher Kaiser 

The endemic Pic-pic pollinating a Syzygium mamillatum
Learn more about pollination & seed dispersal

in the Mauritian Rainforest (page 3)

Photo: Christopher Kaiser
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           Plant Propagation Training in Ireland & England

Harel Begué, Nursery Officer, and Anieta (Sweety) Shan Yu, Nature Reserve Officer, from MWF Rodrigues 
had the opportunity through the International Dendrology Scholarship to travel to Ireland and England for six 
weeks of training in plant propagation techniques.  They spent four weeks with the National Botanic Gardens 
of Glasnevin, one week with Chester Zoo, and ended their training with a three day visit of Kew Gardens.  
They were trained on different methods of propagation including leaf cutting, simple cutting, air layering, 
grafting, and budding.  This has enhanced and enforced their skills and will allow the MWF team to better 
propagate challenging rare plant species.  Their time abroad was an enriching experience through which 
they were also able to observe various conservation projects throughout the 
UK.

Text: Andrea Waterstone – The training was supported by the International Dendrology Society & Air Mauritius

Sweety & Harel practicing cuttings at Chester Zoo                 

          Nesting attempt after successful Release
.

The Olive White-eye (Zosterops chloronothos) Recovery 
Project has been running since 2005. During this time 
MWF has been able to monitor 84 nests from the wild 
population in the Black River Gorges National Park. 
Out of these 84 nests, MWF successfully rescued 24
from predation that were transferred to the Gerald 
Durrell Endemic Wildlife Sanctuary for hand rearing. 
These rescues have resulted in the release of 34 
Olive White-eyes on to Ile aux Aigrettes. The current 
population is 14 forming 7 pairs.

The 2007/08 season was a great success with the 
release of 18 Olive White-Eyes onto the Ile aux 
Aigrettes. One of the main highlights during this 
2007/08 season was the first breeding attempts from 

the Olive White-eye pairs on the island. There were a total of 20 nesting attempts throughout the season 3 of 
which produced chicks that unfortunately did not fledge. 

This coming season MWF aims to release around 10 birds onto Ile aux Aigrettes and also hope to 
see the first fledglings from the released population. As well as the intense management MWF also plans to 
closely monitor both the wild population in the National Park and on Ile aux Aigrettes by using nest cameras 
to learn more about these small and mysterious birds. 

The Olive White-eye is critically endangered and the total population is estimated to be 200 pairs 
(Safford, 1997b). With a successful breeding on Ile aux Aigrettes this Mauritian endemic bird will hopefully 
increase in numbers.

Text: Gwen Maggs Photo: @Gregory Guida        
This project is supported by Chester Zoo UK, Conservation International, Gamma Civic Ltd, Sun Resorts, Rufford Maurice Laing, Ruth Smart Foundation

Olive White-eye




