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Several databases have been developed over the past two years through a 
Mauritius Research Council funded project namely ECHO 2.0 (Echo parakeet 
project), PPDB 2.0 (Pink pigeon project), RIPD 1.0 (Round Island petrel project) 
and NDB 2.0 (Plant Nursery). Their utilization in field conditions is currently 
being assessed. Staff from different departments of the Ministry of Agriculture & 
the MSIRI have been trained on using the nursery database at the MWF office as 
this project is done in partnership with these other local institutions. �
� � � � � � � � � � �  

  

Expedition to the  
Agalega islands  

 
This April 8 MWF staff & 2 members of La Vanille Reserve 
Des Mascareignes went on a scientific expedition to Agalega 
to study its flora & fauna. The last survey of Agalega was 
published back in 1983. Surveys of plants, insects, reptiles, 
snails, birds,  & a status on invasive species in general were 
among the themes of the studies of this expedition. Results of 
the findings will soon be published in a preliminary report.   
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Agalega consists of two islands: Ile du Nord & Ile du 
Sud located in the Indian Ocean 1,100 km North of 
Mauritius. The islands have a total land area of  70 
sq.km. The two islands are surrounded by a reef and 
bounded by sandy beaches. Agalega is part of 
Mauritius and is  today inhabited by  approximately
300 people. The island is administered by the 
Mauritius Government, namely the Outer Islands 
Development Corporation. 

Children playing on the beach 

MWF Classifying samples while waiting for the boat 

………
…. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT COURSE AT THE  UNIVERSITY  
OF ZURICH  

MAURITIUS USED AS EXAMPLE  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

         Mauritian coloured nectar no longer a mystery  

: a visual signal for lizard pollinators- Biology 
Letters with authors Dennis Hansen, Karin Beer 
and Christine B. Muller (2006) from Institute of 
Environmental Sciences, University of Zurich. 
Most floral nectars in the world are clear with no 
colour at all. However in Mauritius there are a 
handful of endemic plants with coloured nectar - 
from pale yellow to striking red. Three of these 
plant species (Nesocodon mauritianus, Trochetia 
boutoniana, Trochetia blackburniana) have been 
investigated, but the significance of the coloured 
nectar of these species has remained a puzzle to 
the scientists studying it. Recent studies have 
shown that that at least two of the three 
Mauritian plant species with the coloured nectar 
are being visited and pollinated by two endemic 
gecko species (Phelsuma ornata and Phelsuma 
cepediana), and experimental evidence using 
artifical flowers now shows that Phelsuma 
ornata prefers coloured over clear nectar. 
Therefore, the coloured nectar in Mauritian 
endemic plants could serve as a floral signal to 
pollinating geckos. 
  

Text  & photos: Dennis Hansen

Should you like to 
read more of this 
very interesting 
study please 
consult the web-
site, where a short 
video-clip of 
geckos visiting 
the artificial 
flowers is freely 
available: 
http://dx.doi.org/1
0.1098/rsbl.2006.
0458 or via 
http://www.journa
ls.royalsoc.ac.uk. 
 

Ornata checking out the nectar  

Trochetia blackburniana 
with yellow nectar 

MWF was invited in March 2006 by the Institute of Environmental Sciences, University of Switzerland 
Zurich in to participate in a two-week seminar consisting of presenting different techniques & approaches in 

short and long term conservation management in order to save the world’s flora and fauna species. The unique 
Mauritian biodiversity & it’s successful recovery programs conducted by MWF have gained international 

recognition for many years. The experiences gained in the conservation projects in Mauritius were presented 
to an international audience and discussed during this seminar. 

 
Thanks to Christine B. Muller & her students from the Institute of Environmental Sciences, University of 

Zurich for having sponsored MWF’s participation. 
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The bronzes & the 
Dodo-foot print 

represent & stand for 
all those species no 

longer in existence. It 
is hoped that sales of 
these items will raise 

funds for MWF’s 
conservation projects 
and at the same time 

enhance the 
ecological, historical 

and educational 
aspects of the unique 
Mauritian biodiversity.  

…………………………… 
……… 

You can order directly 
from the Mauritian 

Wildlife Foundation, 
Grannum Road, 

Vacoas, Tel: (230) 697 
6097 / 6117 - Fax (230) 

697-6512 or Email: 
executive@mauritian-

wildlife.org. 
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An art collection of life-size 
bronzes “Extinct species of 
Mauritius” made by the 
sculptor Nick Bibby, through 
The Pangolin Gallery in 
London, is permanently 
exhibited on the islet Ile Aux 
Aigrettes in Mauritus.  
Inspired from this collection, 
miniatures of these bronzes 
have been made by MWF. 

The dodo- footprint has been 
modelled from an authentic 
dodo foot from the National 
History Museum in London. 
The original foot is now lost 
but fortunately a very few 
prints of the foot were made 
at the time and the Mauritian 
Wildlife Foundation obtained 
one of these prints to make 
this 100% true Dodo 
footprint. 

 

 
Integration of the local community in conservation  

Raising awareness in Mauritius about the 
threat that introduced species can have to the 
native environment is one of the aims of the 
project that Barclays has funded with MWF. A 
poster has been made about the issue & will be 
distributed to various private & governmental 
institutions. 
 

The local community has been actively 
involved in this project & have set up 
nurseries.with native & endemic plants 
 
 

 
Early April, Dominic Bruynseels (CEO Barclays 
Africa & Middle East) came to visit the projects 
that Barclays funded with MWF. He also came 
to see the Pink Pigeon, which really proved to 
be pink. Thanks again to Barclays for all their 
support. 
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Rediscovering the neglected insects of the Mascarenes 

 
The Darwin Initiative funded insect project has been progressing well. The quantitative sampling part of the 

study, which involved pitfall traps, winkler bags and flight sticky traps, has now been completed. We have 

now identified 70 “potential” beetle species at 7 sampling sites. More details on our findings will be reported 

in our next newsletter.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

News from Rodrigues 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 

 
Nature Reserves  

 
 
For 10 years many groups in 
the local community have 

been working in collaboration 
with MWF in Rodrigues. 

During the month of March 
10 members of the Gold 
Award group from the 

National Youth achievement 
Award ( NYAA) selected 

Anse Quitor a Nature Reserve 
to be the area where they 

would provide their services. 
 

 
 

Nursery  
 
Since June 2005, 50,000 endemic and indigenous seedlings 
have been grown. Production of endemic species continues 
in the nursery & the team is also working on how to 
propagate rare plant species such as Foetidia rodriguesiana. 
 

 

The nursery will have a 
new face lift in the near 
future. Funds received 

from Barclays & Rogers 
Group have already been 
disbursed to consolidate 

the physical infrastructure 
of the nursery and of its 

paved pathways. 

Rare Plant seedlings  
 
Good news. For the first 

time since the 
establishment of MWF on 
Rodrigues we have been 

able to produce 157 
Foetidia rodriguesiana  
seedlings without any 
special treatment. The 

method used is still on an 
experimental basis. Hence 
more information will be 
circulated within MWF 
before any publication is 

made. 
 

MWF Rodrigues
Volunteers working in Rodrigues  

Curculionid beetle 

Photo:A Begue  
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Should you wish to help MWF in its conservation work you are 
welcome to make a donation:  

 
· Send a Cheque or postal order, made payable to The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation, Grannum 

Road, Vacoas, Mauritius, OR 
· Send a direct credit, Beneficiary Bank: The Mauritius Commercial Bank Ltd.- Port   Louis – Mauritius 

Swift BIC: MCBLMUMU / Account Number: 010204792 / Account Currency: MUR OR 
· With your Credit Card / Switch number: ONLY for MasterCard, VISA and AMERICAN EXPRESS 

C.V.C NR (MasterCard)_______    C.V.V NR (VisaCard)_________ 
Issue no._______ Expiry date:_____________Signature:___________  
 
Please include your full name and contacts including e-mail address, with all donations.  

 
Please address your correspondence or questions to:  
The Fundraising Coordinator 
The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation 
Grannum Road - Vacoas, Mauritius  
e-mail: lraffray@mauritian-wildlife.org          © Edited by Lone - the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation 2006  


