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Heading off to a
new
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We would like to welcome on board our new Mauritizard
partnersiBL Shipping, Aviation and other Services Ltdwho is
helping us in protecting Echo ParakeeTBe Hongkong and
Shanghai Banking Corporation Ltd who funds theMauritius
Fody project. Grateful thanks to
both companies for having taken this

responsability. HSBC <
Cato\yair

Mauritian Funders Most Needed.

MWF needs help saving the endangered wildlife from extinction. Without new local
partners, international funding today cannot be ensured & the sustainability of our
projects will be at risk. Should you be interested in knowing how you also can benefit
from a partnership with MWF please contact the Fundraising Coordinator
email:Iraffray@mauritian-wildlife.org
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New conservation project

The Critically Endangered Mauritius Olive White Eye
(Zosterops chloronothos) has declined continuously over the
past 100 years. The last surveys conducted between
November 1998 and February 2001 (MWF) led to a
lowered estimate of 93-148 pairs. There has been a range
contraction of 50% between 1975 and 2001, with the
species now occupying less than 25 km2  Continuous .
habitat degradation and mammalian predation have been Photo: Dennis Hansen
implicated in the population decline. Woigde

The Mauritius OLWE has the longest bill of all white eyes worldwide, indicating a very high
degree of specialization. It maintains a very low profile, which tends to make nest detection and
monitoring very difficult and is the least known and understood Mauritian bird. The overall aim is
to establish a captive breeding programme for OLWESs that will eventually provide a guaranteed
source of birds for a re-introduction programme on lle aux Aigrettes, whilst allowing parallel
captive studies to gain a better understanding of the species.

Book Launching

Plants & Animals /
of Mavritis 4

Creating awareness and informing the Mauritian population of its unique and beautiful natural heritage
has been the aim of the two new books that the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation has just launched: "The
Native Plants & Animals of Mauritius" & "A guide to the plants in Mauritius”. These books have been
funded by the UNDP GEF SGP, Ducray Lenoir Ltd & MSM Ltd. The project was carried out by MWF
and also benefited from the collaboration of The Swiss National Science Foundation. In a ceremony the
books were launched on lle aux Aigrettes in November by the Honourable Mr Dharambeer Gokhool,
Minister of Education & Human Resources and Mrs Smedler, the Resident Representative of UNDP.
Copies of the books will be donated to all primary and secondary schools in Mauritius & Rodrigues.

00900 0 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000
The books are for sale and can be ordered directly from the
Mauritian Wildlife Foundation, Grannum Road, Vacoas, Tel: (230)
697 6097 [/ 6117 - Fax (230) 697-6512 or Email:
executive@mauritian-wildlife.org. Proceeds of sale of the books go

to the conservation work of the organisation in Mauritius.
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Liane Cerf — suffocating our forests !

If you look up at the slopes of the
Moka and Port Louis range in
October- December they appear
to be bathed in a pinkish glow.
This is the new growth of liane
Cerf getting ready to continue its
suffocating

attack on the
remaining native forest.

The dry mountain slopes from the
north of Tourelle Tamarin
Mountain to the south at
Chamarel are being swamped by
this vine, which is listed as one of
the top 100 invasive weeds in the
world. The plant is also becoming
invasive on Hawaii, Western
Australia and Florida.

Liane Cerf (Hiptage benghalensis)
is a liana, a shrub or a small tree
that naturally occurs from India to
the Philippines.

Liane Cerf was introduced ir
Pamplemousses Botanic Garc
in @ 1820 and the origir
gnarled and twisting vine can <
be found there.

Its seeds are dispersed by
wind: the fruit are dry capsul

with three wings which act

propelers. One wing is long
than the other two, so the frt
spiral away from the tree in t
wind, spreading the seeds far
wide.

The silent invasion by hiptage, ravenale, goyave de Chine and a score of
other introduced and invasive species is like a cancer, turning native
forest into a dense mess of alien species.

What can be done to stop the last fragments of our native forest being lost

from this silent invader? The only solution is active management, using
people and herbicides to weed the forest so that the native species can
come back. It is a battle that will need to be fought forever if we want to
save our unique and highly threatened flora and fauna for future

generations.

Ferney Forest Saved !

The government project to build a new highway to go through the native forest
of Ferney has now been put to a stop. Local & international protests have finally been
able to draw to the attention of the Mauritius Government that the site is of a high
natural value because of it's endemic species. Ferney was the first site where MWF
released the Mauritius Kestel and is still today the site that supports an important
population of Kestrels. The Ferney forest is one of the last remnants of the 2% native
forest that is still left in Mauritius & where many rare plants have been discovered.
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30 years working with the Mauritius Kestrel

ork continues for the monitoring of the East

Coast population of the Mauritius kestrel — this is the 19™

year of monitoring since the first birds were re-

introduced. With the kestrel now safe from extinction the only work we need to do is maintain

nest boxes distributed throughout the mountain range which they use as well as a few cliff

and tree holes. All nests are monitored from egg laying until fledging. This season we have

44 pairs — the number has remained very stable since the mid 1990’s as this is the maximum

the area can hold. The actual population is about 200+ individuals as there many non-

breeding birds around. More kestrels can be found in the Black River National Park and a

few in the Moka mountains although these populations are no longer monitored. In all there
may be as many as 800-1,000 birds.

In recent years the monitoring work has been carried out by PhD students. The long term nature
of this monitoring and the complete knowledge we have of all the individual kestrels presents a
unique opportunity to study the population. Former kestrel students Jim Groombridge, Malcolm
Nicoll and Steven Ewing, along with current student Malcolm Burgess, have all helped create an
international profile for MWF and the Mauritius kestrel while at the same time providing much of
the necessary funding to keep the monitoring going.

New Plant Record
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Rare Plant Project

WEF continues it’s rare plant project. The project i nvolves activities such as preventing

the displacement of the native plant species by the invasive alien species, restoring the
degraded regions, revising the native plant invento ries & propagating the rarest native
plants.

Barclays Mauritius ia supporting this project in 2005 & have thus helped us in our
mission “Saving the rare and unique plants in Mauritius from extinction”. Awareness

creation and community involvement are some of the many components of this
partnership. Warm thanks to Barclays & it's employees for their commitment.

MWF wins International Award

Please also see the story on
website:

http://www.travelandleisure.com/g|
obalvision/
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Send a Cheque or postal order, made payable tdViEheitian Wildlife Foundation, Grannum
Road, Vacoas, Mauritiu§R
Send a direct crediBeneficiary Bank: The Mauritius Commercial Bank Et@ort  Louis — Mauritius
Swift BIC: MCBLMUMU / Account Number: 010204792 /osount Currency: MUFDR

With your Credit Card / Switch numbeDNLY for MasterCard, VISA and AMERICAN EXPRESS
C.V.C NR (MasterCard)

Issue no.

C.V.V NR (VisaCard)
Expiry date:

Signature

Please include your full name and contacts including e-mail address, with all donations.

Please address your correspondence or questions to:
The Fundraising Coordinator
The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation

Grannum Road - Vacoas, Mauritius

e-mail: Iraffray@Mauritian-wildlife.org
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