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NEWSLETTER 
 

 

 
        Restoring Round Island  

 
Round Island has seen its fourth planting season since 
the building of the Round Island field station. This year, 
2017 plants of 18 different species have been planted on 
a surface area of 1/2 Ha. This brings us to a total surface 
area of 2.73 hectares restored since 2002.   
 
The lessons learnt from the previous planting seasons 
have enabled us to reach very high survivorship. By 
enabling plants to be grown in the Round Island nursery, 
the plants have been more accustomed to the harsh 
climate of Round Island and a better preparation such as 
hardening of the plants has been possible.  
 

 
 
New insect project takes off  
 
MWF is pioneering a new project that will assess the conservation status of a vital but 
neglected component of the local ecosystems, namely the endemic beetles of Mauritius.  
The study has been made possible through funds from the UK Darwin Initiative and we 
are currently seeking matched funding from the Mauritius Research Council. Up to date 
23 morph species of beetles have been identified in our pitfall traps. The picture is that 
of a carabid beetle (Family: Carabidae) that was collected from one of our pitfall trap 
from Ile aux Aigrettes. Further scheduled surveys will shed 
light on some of the aspects of the biology and distribution of 
these minute creatures.  
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Pink Pigeon - imitates Echo Parakeets 
 
The wild population of Pink Pigeons 
now stands at approximately three 
hundred and fifty. Unfortunately the 
population is still at a plateau and the 
general trend has been a declining 
one since last January where we had 
three hundred and sixty three birds. 
This fluctuation is normal and not 
alarming but shows that there is still 
much work to be done to increase 
the number of individuals to the 
target figure of 600.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Volunteers most welcome.  
 
MWF is currently looking for volunteers for its projects. Please contact Vikash 
Tatayah [viktat@intnet.mu] for more information! 
 
 
 
 

The pr ivate sector  meets the 
Maur itian Wildlife 

 
In April & May 2005, The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation 
organised two presentations of its current work and past 
achievements to representatives of the Mauritian business 
community. The aim of these presentations was to create 
awareness about the Foundation’s conservation work and to find 
local partners to fund and support our work so as to ensure the 

         sustainability of 30 years of efforts. 

For those who thought that Pink Pigeons were limited in intelligence, beware! Often 
described as ‘ecologically naïve’ birds by some, observations at Combo have 
revealed that certain Pink Pigeons are able to feed from the hoppers provided for the 
Echo Parakeets released at this site last year. It is to be noted that this behaviour has 
not been observed at Plaine Lievre or Bel Ombre even though they harbour a 
population of Echo Parakeets. This shows that the pigeons have great learning 
abilities. However, on the long term this might pose a new threat in terms of 
competition for food and avian disease transmission, and could be a potential route 
for the spread of diseases between these two species.  
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Other exciting Plant discoveries from survey work 
 

MWF is providing help in the restoration 
of a forest in the south east of the island. 
So far 132 native plant species have 
been recorded, including 33 that are 
critically endangered. Exciting new 
discoveries in this rich forest include the 
rare orchid Hederorkis scandens, a 
critically rare species of bois d’eponge 
Polyscias neuraudiana which has 
bizarre waxy flowers that appear to be 
pollinated by geckos, and another 
individual of Gouania tiliifolia, bringing 
the known population of this liana to six 
plants. Survey work has also continued 

in the Port Louis range, and two interesting discoveries are Cyphostemma mappia (Bois 
mapou) and the Gastonia mauritiana (Bois boeuf). These species are characteristic of 
dry forest in the south west and have never been recorded from these mountains in the 
north.  

 
Two individuals of the beautiful amaryllis Crinum mauritianum were 
discovered in the centre of the island, near to Perrier Nature Reserve in 
an area of eucalyptus plantation that also contains one of two known 
populations of the vacoas Pandanus microcarpus. The amaryllis is 
believed to be extinct in the wild as the last known wild population was 
translocated during the construction of the Midlands dam in 2000.  
 
 

Restoration and conservation work in Valley de l’Est. 
The plant team continues to advise on the restoration and conservation 
work in Valley de l’Est, a privately managed forest in the south east of 
the island. The restoration techniques have been improved by the input 
of MWF Rodrigues staff and Jenni Le Coussens, a forest officer from 
Lord Howe Island (off the east coast of Australia) who came to 
Mauritius to share information about the control of Chinese guava. 

 
 
 

 

 
Ferney - South Eastern Highway project  

 
The government project to build a new highway to go through the native forest 
of Ferney is still causing concern in Mauritius.  The local NGO Nature Watch has 
applied to the Supreme Court for an injunction against the State to prevent the highway 
from crossing the Ferney Valley. Case pending ! 
 
 
 

Hederorkis scandans 

MWF  botanist  J.C Sevathian 

Polyscias neuraudiana – photo; Dennis Hansen 
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Ile aux Aigrettes, a 26ha offshore islet, harbours 
Mauritius©s last remnant of coastal ebony forest. The 
island reserve has at present 20% of the world’s 
population of pink pigeon and is equipped with a native 
plant nursery producing 45,000 plants annually. 
Successful restoration techniques have been 
developed, quantified, and implemented. At the end of 
2004, only 5 hectares of the island remained un-
weeded. Thanks to funding from the IUCN SSC Sir 
Peter Scott Fund for conservation actions, the Rufford 
Maurice Laing Foundation & the St Mary’s Charity the 
weeding and replanting of this last section began in 
2005 and will be completed in 2006. 

 

 

   Rodr igues 
 
With the support of Philadelphia Zoo who is funding the Bat project in Rodrigues the 
MWF team there has designed three posters to explain and create awareness about its 
work.  
 

 
 

 
Publications 
 
MWF Bat education program mentioned in a paper  in Conservation Biology, with co-
author  M. J. Raboude, our  educator . 
 
Trewhella, W J et al (2005) Environmental Education as a Component of Multidisciplinary 
Conservation Programs: lessons from Conservation Initiatives for Critically Endangered Fruit 
Bats in the Western Indian Ocean. Conservation Biology 19 (1): 75-85  
 

 

 
 
Ile aux Aigrettes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Weeding on Ile aux Aigrettes 
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Should you wish to help MWF in its conservation work you are 

welcome to make a donation:  
·  Send a Cheque or postal order, made payable to The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation, Grannum 

Road, Vacoas, Mauritius, OR 
·  Send a direct credit, Beneficiary Bank: The Mauritius Commercial Bank Ltd.- Port   Louis – Mauritius 

Swift BIC: MCBLMUMU / Account Number: 010204792 / Account Currency: MUR OR 
·  With your Credit Card / Switch number: ONLY for MasterCard, VISA and AMERICAN EXPRESS 

C.V.C NR (MasterCard)_______    C.V.V NR (VisaCard)_________ 
 
Issue no._______ Expiry date:_____________Signature:___________  
 
Please include your full name and contacts including e-mail address, with all donations.  

Please address your correspondence or questions to:  
The Fundraising Coordinator 
The Mauritian Wildlife Foundation 
Grannum Road - Vacoas, Mauritius  
e-mail-mwfexec@intnet.mu 
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